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 RE: BROWN, HENRY LEE    S.A. #04-013 
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/FATAL/ORANGE 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT) 
 

INTERVIEW OF: DOUG EARL, DEPUTY 
   ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
            BY: ERNESTO GOMEZ, INVESTIGATOR 
   ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
 
 PRESENT: DAN SALCEDO, INVESTIGATOR 
   ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
DATE AND TIME: JUNE 12, 2004   2015 HOURS 
 
          LOCATION: 2644 SANTIAGO CANYON ROAD, SILVERADO CANYON 
 
 
 On the above date and time, I conducted an audiotape interview of Orange County 

Sheriff’s (OCSD) Deputy DOUG EARL in reference to the Orange County Sheriff’s 

Department officer involved shooting of HENRY LEE BROWN. Prior to the interview, I 

ascertained from EARL that he was not ordered by anyone at his department to provide a 

statement and that this interview was free and voluntary. The following is a synopsis of 

the interview.   

Deputy EARL was working at the Orange County Sheriff’s Department 

Intake/Release Center (IRC) in Santa Ana.  At approximately noon, Sergeant FAUST 

told him there was an active shooter in Silverado Canyon and that a deputy had been 

shot.  Deputy EARL, who is a sniper on the OCSD SWAT Team, was told to respond 

with other SWAT deputies to the Command Post.  Deputy EARL subsequently dressed in 

his olive drab SWAT uniform.  

 Upon his arrival, he joined Deputy HAYES, another SWAT sniper, and boarded 

the OCSD helicopter, which was piloted by Sgt. TILSTRA and Deputy CROWLEY 

(observer).  EARL sat in the right-rear seat and Deputy HAYES sat in the left-rear seat of 

the helicopter.  
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 As they arrived at the shooting scene, he began looking on the ground for the 

suspect and saw movement in the northeast section of the canyon.  As they continued 

orbiting, TILSTRA advised he had been shot but indicated he was okay.   

At that point, he looked down to the left and saw the suspect, who was wearing 

dark clothing and holding a “long gun”, which he was pointing at the helicopter.  He also 

heard a faint “rapport” from the gun and saw the suspect’s body move from the recoil of 

the shooting.  The suspect at this time was on the dirt road and stood out because of the 

dark clothing he was wearing.  Deputy EARL said he was positive it was not a handgun 

and that he could tell it was a “long gun” based on the barrel and the way the suspect was 

standing.  

 They maintained a “right” orbit with Deputy HAYES having the best advantage 

in locating and engaging the suspect, while Deputy CROWLEY looked for the suspect 

with binoculars. It was clear to EARL that they were in a dangerous situation.  

According to EARL, Deputy HAYES had the best opportunity to stop the suspect 

so he began shooting down towards where they last saw the suspect.   

After that initial encounter, EARL did not get another good look at the suspect 

and he could not remember how long they were airborne. Deputy EARL estimated 

Deputy HAYES fired approximately 75 to 90 rounds at the suspect. 

  The audiotape will be placed into evidence in the Orange County District 

Attorney’s tape file. 

 
ERNESTO GOMEZ 
INVESTIGATOR 
DATE OF REPORT: June 25, 2004 
 



JUNE 28, 2004 
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