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 RE: BROWN, HENRY LEE    S.A. #04-013 
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/FATAL/ORANGE 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT) 
 

            SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT  (AUTOPSY) 
     
 
            BY: ERNESTO GOMEZ, INVESTIGATOR 
   ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
 
DATE AND TIME: JUNE 13, 2004   0920 HOURS 
 
 
 On the above date and time, I attended the post mortem examination of HENRY 

LEE BROWN at the Orange County Sheriff-Coroner Forensic Science Center located at 

1071 W. Santa Ana Boulevard in the city of Santa Ana. I met with all involved personnel 

to discuss the circumstances surrounding the death of BROWN.  Those attending the 

meeting and autopsy were: 

• Orange County Sheriff-Coroner Chief Forensic Pathologist, Doctor RICHARD 

FUKUMOTO 

• Riverside County Sheriff-Coroner Forensic Pathologist, Doctor JOE COHEN 

• Orange County Sheriff’s Department Investigator ANDRE SPENCER 

• Orange County Forensic Scientist JOE JAING 

• Orange County Forensic Specialist ERICA GEORGE 

Following the meeting, the autopsy was conducted by Doctor JOE COHEN.  

ERICA GEORGE photographed the autopsy, while JOE JAING collected physical 

evidence. 

As the autopsy began, I observed the body of BROWN in a white body bag, which 

was sealed by a coroner’s evidence tag.  Once the body was removed from the bag, I 

observed the following on the body: 

• Bullet wound on the rear right shoulder. 

• Bullet wound in the inner thigh of the right leg. 

• Bullet wound on the outer rear right ankle. 

• Two electrical medical pads on the lower back.  

During the visual examination, Doctor COHEN noted that BROWN has scars on 

both wrists, which appeared to him to be attempts by BROWN to commit suicide.   



During the autopsy, Doctor COHEN recovered one copper jacket bullet in 

BROWN’s neck and a second copper jacket bullet from his right foot.  Doctor COHEN 

handed them to JAING for collection.   

Following the autopsy, Doctor COHEN told me the following: 

• BROWN was shot three times. 

• One bullet entered the right rear shoulder and traversed right to left; back to 

front.   

• One bullet entered his right inner thigh; front to back and slightly upward.  

This was a through and through bullet wound. 

• One bullet entered his right outer ankle, back to front and downward; right 

to left. 

         Doctor COHEN determined the cause of death was trauma due to a gunshot wound 

that entered the right rear shoulder and traversed from right to left. The round punctured 

the jugular vein, which also compressed the airway and caused spinal cord shock.    

Doctor COHEN was unable to determine the angle the gunshots had come from. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERNESTO GOMEZ 
 INVESTIGATOR 
 DATE OF REPORT: MAY 20, 2004 
 

JUNE 28, 2004 
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