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[SIDE 1 OF 1] 
 
   
NUCKOLLS:  Okay this is Investigator NUCKOLLS with the Orange County District 

Attorney’s Office today’s date is June 12 and the time is 12….2…uh make 

it 2015 hours. And I am here at Control One is that the proper name for 

this building? 

EDES:  Uh ECB. 

NUCKOLLS:  ECB, and what does that stand for? 

EDES:  Uh Emergency Communications Bureau. 

NUCKOLLS:  Oh. Okay Emergency Communications….okay and um this is in reference 

to case number 04-013. Um I’m here to interview is it VICTOR PABLO? 



A2098T 
 
 2 

PABLO:  That’s correct. 

NUCKOLLS:  VICTOR, PABLO….P-A-B-L-O? 

PABLO:  Correct. 

NUCKOLLS:  And uh also present with me is Sheriff’s Homicide Investigator CINDY 

EDES? 

EDES:  EDES.  

NUCKOLLS:  EDES, I’m sorry. 

EDES:  It’s okay. 

NUCKOLLS:  Is it E-D-E? 

EDES:  E-D-E-S. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay CINDY EDES and this is in reference to a Officer Involve Shooting 

uh that occurred today. Um….VICTOR are you a Deputy? 

PABLO:  Yes Sir. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and um…first of all before we get started is this a free and 

voluntarily statement? 

PABLO:  Yes it is. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay has anyone from your agency ordered you to give us a statement? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and do you feel compel to give a statement because I’m from the 

District Attorney’s Office? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and okay this is folder 11 for the tape purpose. Uh what is your 



A2098T 
 
 3 

present assignment? 

PABLO:  Uh North Patrol. 

NUCKOLLS:  North Patrol okay and what sort of duties uh are, are, are your duties in 

Patrol? 

PABLO:  Uh Property Protection, you want the basic. 

NUCKOLLS:  Well I mean…..you know are you assigned to a specific area? 

PABLO:  Yes I am specifically assigned to area 14, which is the uh unincorporated 

of Santa Ana North Tustin. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay, North Tustin okay and you handle radio calls for service? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  And write…..uh traffic enforcement? 

PABLO:  Sometimes. 

NUCKOLLS:  Sometimes um….what are your normal duty hours? 

PABLO:  Uh 1800 to….or 0600 to 1800. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and what are your days off? 

PABLO:  Uh Sunday, Monday, Tuesday with every other Wednesday. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and was today Saturday the 12th,  June 12 was this your regular 

work day? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  And what did you have to eat today? 

PABLO:  Pancakes and sausage. 

NUCKOLLS:  For Breakfast? 
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PABLO:  Yeah. 

NUCKOLLS:  And did you have any lunch? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  Or….okay and how much sleep did you get last night? 

PABLO:  Let’s see I went to bed probably about uh 10:00 o’clock last night got up 

at 4:30. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay so you had about six hours sleep? 

PABLO:  Yeah. 

NUCKOLLS:  Um…six and a half. Uh what unit number were you driving today? 

PABLO:  Uh specific unit number? Patrol car? 

NUCKOLLS:  Yeah Patrol Car do you know? 

PABLO:  Uh 2727….? 

EDES:  You mean you want his call sign? 

PABLO:  What do you want? 

NUCKOLLS:  Yeah give me your call sign if you don’t know you unit number. 

PABLO:  114. 

NUCKOLLS:  114. Okay and you’re wearing your uh Sheriff’s uniform? Is this uh why 

don’t you go ahead and describe it for me. 

PABLO:  Uh these are my class As, um short sleeve shirt, uh trousers, um gun belt. 

NUCKOLLS:  You have a…..patches? 

PABLO:  Patches uh-huh Orange County Sheriff’s Patches.  

NUCKOLLS:  Okay, and um…. 
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PABLO:  Badge. 

NUCKOLLS:  What a….what sort of sidearm do you carry? 

PABLO:  Uh glock 22, 40 caliber. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay uh how many rounds does that hold? 

PABLO:  Uh 15 plus 1. 

NUCKOLLS:  And do you carry any extra ammunition? 

PABLO:  Yes, two uh magazines fully charged. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay so is your weapon in your….uh additional magazines fully loaded? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and at anytime during this incident did you fire that weapon? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and do you carry other uh you look like you carry some other 

weapons on your sam brown. 

PABLO:  Yeah uh expandable baton. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Pepper spray. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Uh and that would be it. 

NUCKOLLS:  You carry a knife? 

PABLO:  Yeah a knife. 

NUCKOLLS:  Where do you carry that? 

PABLO:  On my side pocket my left side pocket. 
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NUCKOLLS:  Left okay. Okay I’m gonna go ahead and give you uh a chance to tell us 

what happened and uh try to start from the beginning from when you 

received the call if that’s the way you got to this incident. 

PABLO:  Okay.  

NUCKOLLS:  And I’ll give you a chance uninterrupted to give you your whole story and 

then we’ll kind of go back through and ask questions. 

PABLO:  Okay. 

NUCKOLLS:  All right. 

PABLO:  Um…I can’t narrow down the time. 

NUCKOLLS:  If you can give approximate times that would help. 

PABLO:  Uh I think the call may have gone out before 12:00 o’clock and it was 

9:27 unknown trouble call, uh initially went out to 120 which is uh, 

JERRY LARSON with uh me to follow. And 116 to follow which is STU 

THOMPSON um initially the information that we had gotten was uh the 

location specifically was around the area of Black Star Canyon and Baker 

Canyon uh the recycling area. Um… initial information was uh somebody 

at the uh at the dump over or the recycling center there getting some shots 

at his windshield. Um…so I responded from my area, which uh which was 

the Royal Elementary where I was doing paperwork.  

NUCKOLLS:  Royal Elementary? 

PABLO:  Yeah Royal Elementary School. 

NUCKOLLS:  What city is that? 
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PABLO:  On uh, in Santa Ana it’s off of a Arroyo and Coronel. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and you were doing paperwork? 

PABLO:  Yeah I was doing paperwork uh it was a priority call so I responded code 

3 with light and sirens from my location. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Uh JERRY which is now 120 he had uh, he was somewhere in the Canyon 

he responded initially. Uh I may have arrived about five, ten minutes 

probably about ten minutes after along with uh, STU. 

NUCKOLLS:  STU? 

PABLO:  THOMPSON who’s 116. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  We’re getting up dates while we’re while we’re headed over there uh 

specifically saying uh, uh there may….I think it, it, I think it came from 

Orange County Fire saying that they made have had two victims that were 

shot so but….thinking we had 417 out on ***. I was thinking I had to get 

over there specially with JERRY being over there by himself um any case. 

Uh basically STU and I arrived at the same time um we initially met at, at 

the, at JERRY’S location when he was talking to the witness. 

NUCKOLLS:  Where’s that? 

PABLO:  Uh it was at the entrance to….the uh I think it would be the recycling 

center I think it was…the little pass you know the trailer park there. Uh in 

any case uh we were there for a while and trying to coordinate are uh, are 
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uh response uh JERRY requested that uh STU and I go back over to um 

Black Star and um and Baker Canyon to talk with the uh, uh what do you 

call him? I think it’s like the Commander or Fire, Fire Commander or 

whatever. Um….to find out if we did in fact had two victims that were 

struck um we went over there. 

NUCKOLLS:  Over where? 

PABLO:  Uh we went over to the location the entrance of Black Star and Baker to 

talk with the uh, the Commander. And uh from there we, we, we realized 

that uh it was, it was uh, it was unfounded. It was basically the same 

incident that uh or the same victim that JERRY was already talking to at 

the uh, at the recycling center. 

NUCKOLLS:  Do you know that persons name? 

PABLO:  I……I don’t have uh I don’t know who he is. 

NUCKOLLS:  Is it a male though? 

PABLO:  I think it was a male, it was a male informant at least. 

EDES:  So when you went to the contact um Fish and 91 they didn’t have two 

victims there? 

PABLO:  No they didn’t. 

EDES:  Okay. 

PABLO:  And I…I mean that’s….we were trying to….we were…at that point we 

were just trying to ascertain if we did in have if we did have victims. 

EDES:  Okay. 
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PABLO:  And there wasn’t. 

EDES:  Okay. 

PABLO:  So….. 

NUCKOLLS:  So you contacted the fire….Uh the fire unit that was on scene? 

PABLO:  Yeah. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Yeah um…at that point Duke the helicopter was overhead spotted the uh 

spotted the individual or suspect um…walking down the trail. I would say 

it was north of…of uh…JERRY’S location. 

NUCKOLLS:  And just so you know I don’t know you may know this already. When 

you’re driving down that road you’re actually heading north. 

PABLO:  North. 

NUCKOLLS:  You can refer to any movement forward as ***.. 

PABLO:  From…from…from….? 

NUCKOLLS:  From the entrance. 

PABLO:  Okay. Yeah that would be north I guess. 

NUCKOLLS:  Yeah. 

PABLO:  Well they located him just uh….I don’t know he said it was, it was he was 

off, off on the trail with a long rifle um…pointing at the helicopter. So 

STU and I well prior, prior to going over there STU suited up in his uh in 

his “CIRT”, “CIRT” gear which is uh the flak jacket, helmet and uh he 

loaded up his uh AR15. I think it’s a AR15 anyways it’s a long rifle. 
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NUCKOLLS:  Now “CIRT” stands for? 

PABLO:  Uh Critical Incident Response Team. 

NUCKOLLS:  And did he get…did uh….I know I’m kind of interrupting but did Duke 

give you a description of the suspect? 

PABLO:  Um I recall just uh he was wearing blue a blue shirt, male and 

that’s…that’s all the information I remember getting. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  But he did have a long rifle with him.  

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Okay, and then uh once STU suited up and informed dispatch that we 

were headed over to….I think I informed them that we were headed back 

we were heading back to JERRY’S location. And uh from there JERRY 

suited up he’s also “CIRT”, LARSON’S also CIRT he suited up and uh 

we took uh JERRY’s uh Tahoe the 4x4. I drove JERRY and STU were in 

the passenger area and uh Duke directed us towards the uh location where 

the suspect was last seen. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay was uh was LARSON in the front seat or the back seat? 

PABLO:  LARSON was in the front seat he was in the front passenger seat. 

NUCKOLLS:  THOMPSON was in the back? 

PABLO:  He was in the back. 

NUCKOLLS:  Which side do you know? 

PABLO:  I….I recall sitting over to the right hand side. 
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NUCKOLLS:  Okay.  

PABLO:  So anyway he directed uh….Duke was directing us towards the location 

um..we…prior to that we’re speaking to uh to the witnesses wondering if 

there’s gonna be any, any back trails or anything that would lead him out, 

out of that Canyon area. Uh they said no so um…basically that made our 

approach. 

NUCKOLLS:  Do you know which witnesses you spoke to? 

PABLO:  No I think that JERRY might of taken all there information. 

NUCKOLLS:  All right. 

PABLO:  Or at least *** because I was getting ready to go in JERRY’S Tahoe, okay 

and, and at that point bas….Duke was uh telling us you can stop a short of 

where they had seen the guy. Um…they were still maintaining visual of 

him uh they stopped us just uh…there’s like a swimming pool in that area 

um…we stopped under a um I think it was an oak tree or whatever and uh 

JERRY and STU ended up going up uh ahead of me since, since they were 

“CIRT” you know I laid back. Now at this point they’re telling us he, he’s 

somewhere in the, in the creek bed okay and we’re still trying to figure out 

um where exactly that was. So Duke was still directing us and uh he’s 

saying that uh I think at this point they’re saying that uh the suspect may 

be moving North, Northbound up the creek bed. And uh so we followed 

except that JERRY and STU were, were up ahead of me I stayed back a 

few yards to uh to just basically maintain visual of the two of them. While 
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maintaining uh while maintaining uh, uh, uh security on the creek bed just 

in case he doubled back. Um…went through a few turns and uh we got to 

this uh we got to the area where the shooting happened. Do you want me 

to describe that area or….? 

NUCKOLLS:  Yeah if you can I mean…like how, how far away was it…away from… 

PABLO:  It’s proba….I would say it was probably about 200 yards….250 yards, 

200 yards from where we had stopped. Um there was…it’s a winding trail 

uh a lot of blind spots, but the uh the creek bed was over to uh our right. I 

guess that would be east. 

NUCKOLLS:  Right of the road? 

PABLO:  Yeah. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Yeah right of the trail. 

NUCKOLLS:  Right. 

PABLO:  Um….from there uh JERRY, JERRY had set up with, with STU under 

this line of +trees um…there’s like a little stage, stage area right there. Uh 

I stayed back to uh still to maintain security on the, on the creek bed um 

helicopter lost us under the, under the trees so we had asked for uh you 

know they asked what exactly our location was. JERRY stepped down 

into the clearing um just uh briefly Duke found him um got an idea where 

we were all at uh at this point STU, I think…..I…I’m assuming STU had a 

he may have been behind a tree all ready undercover JERRY came back 



A2098T 
 
 13 

undercover as soon as he, as soon as Duke spotted him spotted our 

location he had went back and that’s when the shooting started happening. 

EDES:  The Duke specifically asked somebody to step out or did he just say “ can 

you give us a sign of where you might be?” 

PABLO:  Well he….he was trying to figure out where Duke was request well he 

was trying to figure out where exactly we were. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  In relation to uh the suspect. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  And at the same time we were trying to figure out where the suspect was 

in relation to us. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  Um….we were calling out landmarks and there was just a lot of confusion 

as to where exactly you know we were where he was. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  You know so in any case just to make….I guess just to make it easier 

JERRY stepped out and got out in the clearing. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  And that was just, that was very, very brief. 

EDES:  Brief? 

PABLO:  Yeah. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did….did he…did…but did the uh…Duke ask him to do that or he just 
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did it on his own? 

PABLO:  No I think he…no I think JERRY just went out there. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay was he standing behind a tree before he moves away? 

PABLO:  Yeah uh you know what uh I think we were…they were still moving, 

moving around that area trying to….trying to you know they, they had 

there rifles you know pointed at the creek bed. Um….but still we’re trying 

to still trying to find out where exactly this guy was you know in relations 

to, to, to are, are, are location. So you know like I said it was, it was, it 

was just a brief moment for JERRY to step out in the clearing you know 

um…just, just, just for Duke to find out where exactly we were. 

NUCKOLLS:  Were you standing by the tree? 

PABLO:  Yeah at this point yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and when you say the shooting started to happen? 

PABLO:  Uh shots started well I just recall or I was I recall JERRY saying, well 

shots fired you know simultaneously um and then he said, I….he said I 

think he said, he said that on the radio. And then I’m not sure if he said it 

on the radio or yelled it you know what he did saying it on the radio he 

said that, “that I’m shot”.  

NUCKOLLS:  JERRY said “I’m shot”? 

PABLO:  Yeah JERRY said “I’m shot” and uh you know this was on the radio but 

you know what I just, I just heard him I just heard yell you know “Shit” 

and then you know. Yeah and uh STU started returning fire um and 
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JERRY said “I gotta get out of here” I think he said that on the radio. You 

know “I gotta get out of here” so I started to run I may have been 20 yards 

back from there location. 

NUCKOLLS:  Have you moved? Cause originally you said you were 250 back did you 

move up with them or…..? 

PABLO:  Yeah I, I moved…I moved with them I didn’t want to loose sight of them. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Um…cause I want to know where they were at cause I was the only 

person they could say you know where exactly we were in relation to our 

vehicle. 

NUCKOLLS:  So you maintained about a 20-yard distance? 

PABLO:  Yeah right, right so uh….I was in the…another uh tree line and JERRY 

said that “I need to get out of here”. So I’m starting to make my approach 

um STU started uh, laying laying cover fire so JERRY could come over to 

me um JERRY is bleeding uh….I recall it was, it was, it was, it was from 

his left arm um I was trying to get him out of there but he gave me his rifle 

so I decided to stay with STU. He said he was….JERRY said he was okay 

and he was just gonna run back to our…to our car uh Deputy LEONARD 

had the arrived prior to that I believe to our, to our location. Cause I was 

going to try to get um Deputy LEONARD to come over and back me up 

so we could be in pairs at the least. Um…. 

NUCKOLLS:  Before you contacted JERRY? 
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PABLO:  Yeah before we contacted before the shooting had happened I think, I 

think uh LEONARD had just, had just went 10-97 *** arrived on the 

location. Um and he was back a ways where our vehicle was at I’m 

assuming. Because he said he was there um wanted to find out where he 

wanted….wanted, wanted you know he wanted to know where we wanted 

him to set up. But everything just all happened you know the shooting just 

start happen so and at that point I couldn’t even tell, tell LEONARD what 

to do. Um….so JERRY said he got shot so or uh….or you know I’ve been 

shot or whatever and I gotta get out of here so he starts running towards 

me um…..I met him probably about half way or, or have you. 

NUCKOLLS:  Were you by the tree when you met him or were you out in the open? 

PABLO:  I think we, I think he start running towards that grove of the trees where I 

was at the right side of the uh, of the trail and uh he gave me his long rifle 

like I said he said he was okay. So I started running towards another line 

of trees at I don’t know if I had cause I screamed out to STU you know 

cause and when we’re calling the Sergeant at that point and once….once 

the shot start, start going I think we called the Serge saying “Unit just 

pulled back” so JERRY is all ready headed back I’m screaming at STU 

that you know to come up from where he was I told him I was….you 

know I was gonna start running down cover fire. Um….I start shooting 

down, down the creek bed towards direction of *** towards the direction 

where STU was shooting um…..I don’t know how many rounds I, I….I 
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just know I double tapped or shot twice um… 

NUCKOLLS:  You fired….the gun twice? 

PABLO:  Twice yeah we’re…we’re *** two at one time. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Um…as I think I may have been moving I, I don’t recall but uh STU 

hadn’t moved so I took cover behind the tree. And uh we just waited for, 

for uh we just we just stood where we were at you know held, held our 

positions until uh you know we had the uh….we had sufficient back…or 

the SWAT was called out. 

NUCKOLLS:  How long were you…..were you there? 

PABLO:  Before SWAT came? 

NUCKOLLS:  No before you were relieved from your position? 

PABLO:  I was there the whole time. 

NUCKOLLS:  Even when SWAT came? 

PABLO:  Yeah. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Yes, yes we, we maintained that, that part of the perimeter. 

EDES:  And during this time uh after the initials shots with LARSON did the 

suspect continue to fire? 

PABLO:  Yes.  

EDES:  But he was…he was returning fire? 

PABLO:  Yeah he was returning fire but the whole, the whole time he was shooting. 
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NUCKOLLS:  Do you know how ma…..approximately how many rounds you fired? 

PABLO:  I don’t know I wouldn’t know. Cause uh…I think there was…there may 

have been shots from uh from the helicopter at the time….Uh I mean it 

just there were just a lot of shots. 

NUCKOLLS:  Do you know…just before JERRY said he was shot do you know if the 

suspect fired first or JERRY or STU fired first? 

PABLO:  No the, the suspect fired first. 

NUCKOLLS:  And how do you know that? 

PABLO:  And then they returned fired. 

NUCKOLLS:  Can you…..you know that because I mean how do you know that? 

PABLO:  I know the…well I know cause JERRY said shots fired. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. Could…could…. 

PABLO:  And then, and they start returning fire. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did you notice a difference in the sound from the suspect’s weapon to…? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Yeah it was a, it was a lot it was less noisy. 

NUCKOLLS:  All right. Okay and you can continue on because….so after JERRY leaves 

the SWAT the first Deputies that arrived the back up. 

PABLO:  Uh no they were still…..they were still trying to, they were still trying to 

get there guys together I don’t know if they were on call or whatever 

but…. 
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NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Um….we had other I think that Anaheim may have shown up Anaheim 

SWAT or they had a couple of guys. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did STU…. 

PABLO:  Oh I’m sorry go ahead. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did STU fire at…anymore after JERRY left? Like you said you fired 

twice did STU fire? 

PABLO:  Yeah he was still firing I think he was still laying cover you know, he was 

still laying cover fire for us. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Until uh JERRY had cleared and I started lay cover fire for STU um but 

he had moved from his spot so…I stayed with him. 

NUCKOLLS:  What happened next after JERRY left? 

PABLO:  After JERRY it was just a lot of waiting *** the helicopters or uh um 

Angel Anaheim’s helicopter Duke was there and it was uh it was just radio 

chatter. I mean I think at that point we….there wasn’t anymore exchange 

of fire between, between us and the suspect. Uh everything was just 

uh…..once, once SWAT arrived um then that’s when everything else 

happened. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did you….did you observe like the helicopter observer fired his weapon at 

the suspect? 

PABLO:  Uh I couldn’t tell I couldn’t tell I was *** we were…we were covered by 
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the trees. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  I could see the helicopter overhead intermittently but not to the point 

where you know….I could see the, I could see the gunner you know on 

the skids but……I didn’t see him fire  anything. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  I wasn’t able to see anything ***. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did you see the rescue vehicle pull up? 

PABLO:  Yeah, yeah initially it was, there uh, there black uh full size van had 

come…had come up um once they stopped talking to me for a while. I 

basically gave them a run down on, on our positions where he could 

possibly be at. And uh they made there approach um….then, then they 

started making there coordination with the with the air unit see where the 

suspect was. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did…did you uh see the exchange of gun fire with the rescue van and the 

suspect? 

PABLO:  Yes.  

NUCKOLLS:  You did? 

PABLO:  Well I….I….I heard it and I could see…I could see the van from, from 

where I was um when they started taking fire. I think I even…I think I, I 

had said shots fired at that point on the radio um…. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did you fire anymore? 
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PABLO:  No. I had…I didn’t know where exactly his position was at that point. 

NUCKOLLS:  So the only time you fired was those two, two rounds burst? 

PABLO:  Yeah, that was, that was to get, that was to try to get uh that was just 

covered fired to get STU out of his position. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

EDES:  But he stayed there though right? 

PABLO:  He stayed there. 

EDES:  And the reason…. was the reason that you guys stayed there was because 

the exchanged of gun fire because it was so hostile you could not really 

retreat without…. 

PABLO:  Yeah uh that’s what I’ve assume from, from uh well at first I didn’t know 

if STU was hit or not. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  Cause he, he just…he basically stayed where he was um…I’m, I’m yelling 

at him to you know that, that he was clear and I was go ahead and lay  

cover fire. But he stayed where he was at and uh I think…I think at that 

point he was, he was still shooting. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  Uh shooting at that direction so um and from where I was at to where STU 

was at there’s a huge clearing. So he may or may not wanted…wanted to 

go on the line that line of fire. 

NUCKOLLS:  That makes sense. Do you know how many more rounds were fired by the 
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suspect after the SWAT van or the…..uh the rescue van drove by you and 

set up? 

PABLO:  Um once we got passed my and STU’S location they went around the 

bend uh they…they were just trying to locate the suspect um…cause I 

think uh Duke was….had him…had him located in a, in a, in a certain 

vicinity but uh…..I don’t think the SWAT guys were able to fin…you 

know were in a good position to, to make any, to, to make any action or 

what have you but uh…there’s must have been four shots. 

NUCKOLLS:  From the SWAT or from….? 

PABLO:  From, from our suspect. 

NUCKOLLS:  How many from SWAT? 

PABLO:  They didn’t shoot. 

NUCKOLLS:  Oh they didn’t shoot. 

PABLO:  I don’t think they shot I don’t recall it you know cause they were still on 

the van. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. 

PABLO:  Um…they may have been an exchange from, from, from up above but 

uh…cause they had…there was, there was uh….um there was some 

confusion as to uh whether you know I…I remember one of the SWAT 

guys say you know there’s…there’s automatic fire you know wondering if 

it was from, from us. And I think it…..uh…I’m trying to recall whether 

they said it was from the helicopter or not so…. 
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NUCKOLLS:  You couldn’t see any exchange of gun fire….? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  From your point of view….? 

PABLO:  No, no. Oh at that point everything was just all radio chatter. Cause when 

they had come to us they just t….they just basically told me to just 

maintain my position in the perimeter and I’m sure they told STU the 

same thing.  

NUCKOLLS:  Um…Did you….did you ever get any information about uh….from 

LARSON or the reporting person about you know I think you said when 

you first met with them. Did they give you any detail information about 

like the…the description of the suspect or any previous shootings? 

PABLO:  No, uh the, the only I had was, was a male with, with uh, with a blue shirt 

or something. Um…..it wasn’t until………..I want to say it was, it was, it 

was before all….before the shooting that there they have been a report of 

him….the suspect possibly wearing a green trench coat an uh carrying uh, 

um….no I take it back he was when they, when they had first uh spotted 

him they were talking about him having like a lunch pail like uh, like an 

igloo or something. And, and a long rifle but that’s….I mean if you want 

to add to the description that we initially got um…. 

NUCKOLLS:  And do you remember the fire commander’s name that you talked to? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  Do you know what engine number it was? 
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PABLO:  No I don’t. 

NUCKOLLS:  Are you a “CIRT” Deputy? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  Have you ever been trained in the AR15? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did you solely uh you said you fired the AR15 to lay down cover for 

STU? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  And JERRY, so that JERRY can retreat out? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  Was there any other reason you fired? 

PABLO:  Well I wanted *** well it was for there safety and for mine. 

NUCKOLLS:  Because…..? 

PABLO:  At…at first I wanted to get you know get enough cover for JERRY to get 

out of there and I was concerned for, for STU. Because at that point he 

was, he was by himself um….in that line of fire so…you know I guess, I 

guess it…I guess for them and for me.  

NUCKOLLS:  So did you fear for your safety and there’s? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  Is that why you fired? 

PABLO:  Yeah. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay and we agreed that the creek bed runs along the east side of the road 
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uh north south with the road, parallel to the road? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. How far apart were uh THOMPSON and LARSON? 

PABLO:  Uh 10 feet. 

NUCKOLLS:  So you were both standing….behind separate trees? 

PABLO:  Yeah. Um…STU was up ahead of him a little bit and JERRY was just uh 

a little behind him to, to STU’S left. 

NUCKOLLS:  I might have had all ready asked you this. Were you standing behind a 

tree? 

PABLO:  Yes ***. 

NUCKOLLS:  And when JERRY stepped out he stepped away from the tree into a clear 

area when you say clear area. Are you, are you, are you saying it’s clear 

because…..it there’s no trees….? 

PABLO:  There’s no trees so there’s no, no uh over head cover. Oh he stepped out 

in the sunlight.  

NUCKOLLS:  Um…..and you did not fire your handgun? 

PABLO:  No. 

NUCKOLLS:  When you were waiting…before you got JERRY’S rifle did you have 

your handgun out? 

PABLO:  Yes.  

NUCKOLLS:  Okay. And when you saw JERRY’S injured uh wounds was the left arm 

the only injury you saw? 
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PABLO:  That’s…that’s all I recall I just recall the…I just recall the bleeding from 

the…from his arm. 

NUCKOLLS:  From his left arm? 

PABLO:  I believe it was his left arm, yeah around his shoulder and it was all over 

his rifle, its all over my uniform. 

NUCKOLLS:  On your pants here? 

PABLO:  Yeah I got it up here I had it on my forearms it’s, it’s on the tree that I was 

holding up against. 

NUCKOLLS:  CINDY do you have any questions? 

EDES:  Uh when did you finally get relieve of your position? 

PABLO:  We didn’t uh as soon as uh as soon uh um…they had the, the suspect in 

custody basically. Uh I didn’t my radio went out. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  Probably I would say 20 minutes before all that happened. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  So um…I didn’t know if we were if we were code 4 or not um…*** the 

SWAT guys come out of the clearing or come out, come out that bend and 

you know. The last…the last uh, the last transmission that I heard from my 

radio was the you know the suspect may be down. His rifle, his rifle 

was…. 

EDES:  Okay and then your radio went out? 

PABLO:  Yeah and then my radio had gotten….and I didn’t know that it was all 
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ready beeping all ready you know but uh you know it gives a warning that 

the battery had gone out. Um and it was just silent so I, at this point at this 

point I didn’t….I don’t even know what went on the radio or whatever. 

But as soon as those guys the SWAT guys came out of that, that bend over 

there um I called out to STU you know to see if everything was code 4 

and he said it was like 3 ½ you know. 

EDES:  Okay. 

PABLO:  So he motioned me to come over to him and uh at that point all, all the 

other guys are coming out and told us that everything was okay so or…I 

heard on his radio that, that the guy was in custody. 

EDES:  And were you aware that um was it Deputy THOMPSON uh no not 

THOMPSON uh……the one who came from Fountain Valley. 

PABLO:  LEONARD? 

NUCKOLLS:  Oh LEONARD. 

EDES:  LEONARD yeah. Were you aware that LEONARD then was helping 

LARSON? 

PABLO:  Yes. 

EDES:  So you, you did have concern of that? 

PABLO:  At that point….as soon as…as soon as uh cause I knew I knew prior to the 

shooting that LEONARD had arrived. 

EDES:  Okay. ***? 

PABLO:  And my…yeah and my concern I wanted him to come over you know get 
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my back you know uh just, just in case we could work….we could all 

work in pairs. 

EDES:  Uh-huh. 

PABLO:  But uh the shooting started to happening and uh I think the Sergeant may 

have been at the scene at the same time LEONARD got on scene so 

uh….LEONARD was basically directed to, to go with, with JERRY. And 

JERRY started running pass the…you know pass the bend you know that 

which was right behind us um….it seemed okay but…it was just a matter 

of laying down cover fire for him to get um STU out of that…that 

position. Like I said I…I don’t he want….he may have not wanted to 

move because there was that, that clearing between the two…. 

NUCKOLLS:  Did you ever see LEONARD? 

PABLO:  No, no the only thing I…the only thing I know of LEONARD is he 

arrived and he was going with the…he was going with JERRY to the 

hospital. 

NUCKOLLS:  He put that over the radio? 

PABLO:  Uh I think it was the Sergeant put that out on the radio. 

EDES:  I think that’s it, did they take your photograph? 

PABLO:  Yeah. 

EDES:  Okay ID has already checked you out? 

PABLO:  Yeah the only thing they haven’t done is my uniform. 

NUCKOLLS:  Yeah they may want his uniform. 
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PABLO:  Yeah they’re gonna take it. 

NUCKOLLS:  Oh they are? 

PABLO:  I don’t know if….I got my clothes here yet or…. 

NUCKOLLS:  Oh okay I’ll go ahead and uh…..do you have anything else that we didn’t 

cover? 

PABLO:  Not that I can think of. 

NUCKOLLS:  We’re gonna go off tape at uh 2054 hours. 
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