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On June 12, 2004 at 2041 hours, | conducted an audio taped interview of Orange
County Sheriff’s Department Deputy (OCSD) JEFF CROWLEY in reference to the
officer involved shooting of HENRY LEE BROWN. CROWLEY was the observer/co-
pilot in the sheriff’s helicopter, DUKE, which was being piloted by Deputy TILSTRA.
CROWLEY provided this statement freely and voluntarily and was not ordered by
anyone from his agency to provide a statement. The following is a summary of the
interview:

CROWLEY is a member of the Orange County Sheriff’s Departments (OCSD),
air support unit and has been a member for two years. CROWLEY was wearing a green
flight suit, nomex gloves, and boots. CROWLEY was armed with a Heckler and Koch
USP .45 caliber handgun and with three magazines.

CROWLEY was flying over the Los Pinos area looking for an escaped juvenile

inmate, when they were dispatched to a possible shooting in Black Star Canyon.



At 1122 hours, they arrived over Black Star Canyon and heard Deputy LARSEN
(call sign 18120, the canyon car) make a broadcast over the police radio describing the
suspect involved in the shooting incident as a male, wearing a green shirt, and that he was
last seen on a ridgeline near a red tank.

CROWLEY observed people standing on a ridge, located on the west side of the
canyon, pointing down into the canyon. One of the subjects standing on the ridge called
the Orange County Sheriff’s Dispatch Center and advised that the suspect was hiding in a
maroon “roll-off” trash container.

CROWLEY observed the container and saw a male walking away from the
container. CROWLEY, using binoculars, saw that the subject was holding a rifle in his
left hand and a white igloo cooler in his right hand as he walked into the canyon.

CROWLEY advised the Dispatch Center that he had the subject, later identified
as HENRY BROWN, in sight. CROWLEY turned on the public address system of the
helicopter in order to make an announcement. He then saw that BROWN was pointing
the rifle at the helicopter, so he told TILSTRA to climb and gain altitude. BROWN then
began walking eastbound in the canyon.

Deputies PABLO, THOMPSON, and LARSEN, who were on the ground in the
canyon, began to move into the area where CROWLEY last observed BROWN.
BROWN, who was wearing camouflage clothing, walked into the tree line, making him
difficult to track except for the white igloo he was carrying.

CROWLEY guided the three deputies into the area where BROWN was last seen
and then saw BROWN crouched down in the creek bed. CROWLEY did not know where
the deputies were, so Deputy LARSEN walked into a clearing in order to orientate

CROWLEY. LARSEN then returned back to a position of cover.



Approximately two minutes later, CROWLEY heard over the radio, “shots fired”
and Deputy LARSEN advised he had been shot. CROWLEY attempted to regain a visual
on BROWN and then heard Deputy LARSEN broadcast over the radio “get me out of
here!”

CROWLEY told Deputy LARSEN, over the police radio, to head back towards
his vehicle and then requested permission from the Watch Commander (W.C.) to fire his
pistol from the helicopter in order to provide cover fire for the injured deputy. The W.C.
granted permission, and CROWLEY fired nineteen rounds of suppression gunfire from
his H/K .45 caliber pistol into the wooded area where BROWN was last seen.

As CROWLEY fired his pistol, BROWN ran eastbound away from the deputies
on the ground. CROWLEY watched BROWN as he ran through the foliage and
eventually, ended up in the creek bed near where he shot Deputy LARSEN.

CROWLEY updated the Dispatch Center of BROWN'’s location and advised that
BROWN was no longer was carrying the white igloo. CROWLEY saw BROWN lying
prone in the creek bed, facing westbound, and saw some clothing or property next to him.

CROWLEY advised the Dispatch Center that the helicopter was low on fuel, so
he coordinated with the Anaheim Police Department to have their helicopter “Angel”
respond and assist.

TILSTRA and CROWLEY flew to John Wayne Airport to refuel the helicopter.
While refueling, CROWLEY received a call to pick up an OCSD Special Weapons and
Tactics (SWAT) sniper prior to relieving “Angel.”

CROWLEY prepared the helicopter for additional occupants by removing the
doors and loose items inside of the helicopter. TILSTRA and CROWLEY then flew to

the area of Santiago Canyon and Baker Canyon to pick up the sniper. They picked up two



snipers, Deputies HAYES, who rode on the left side, and Deputy EARL, who rode on the
right side of the helicopter.

TILSTRA then returned to the incident location and relieved “Angel.” The
Anaheim police officers in “Angel” advised that they never saw BROWN during the time
they maintained the perimeter.

TILSTRA began making orbits in the area of the creek bed where Deputy
LARSEN was shot. Deputy EARL then heard a “popping” noise. CROWLEY looked
down and saw BROWN on the road shooting at the helicopter. TILSTRA turned the
helicopter and yelled, “I have been shot.” CROWLEY took over flying the helicopter
while TILSTRA checked his leg to determine the location and the severity of the gunshot
wound.

TILSTRA was unable to locate the entrance wound and/or locate any blood. He
then told CROWLEY that he was fine and to return the helicopter controls back to him.
CROWLEY returned to tracking BROWN and relaying the information to Deputy
HAYES.

HAYES located BROWN and fired his sniper rifle four or five times, BROWN
responded by entering into heavier foliage.

CROWLEY coordinated with the SWAT rescue vehicle, which was being shot at
by BROWN. CROWLEY continued to coordinate with the rescue vehicle attempting to
locate BROWN for approximately an hour.

Eventually, BROWN entered into a clear area, which consisted of approximately
fifteen yards of open space.

CROWLEY notified HAYES, who fired his rifle at BROWN. BROWN fell to the

ground and rolled out of their view. CROWLEY then saw BROWN?’s rifle lying in the



middle of the creek bed. The helicopter continued to orbit a couple of times and then the
rifle disappeared, apparently recovered by BROWN.

CROWLEY got a brief glimpse of BROWN, who on the north side of the creek
bed, through an opening among the trees and saw him holding the rifle.

On the next orbit, Deputy HAYES fired a complete magazine at BROWN with
his sniper rifle. CROWLEY lost sight of BROWN, but he could see a white object and a
rock with blood on it near where he was last seen. CROWLEY guided the rescue vehicle
to the area and a K-9 was deployed. Subsequently, the K-9 and SWAT officers located
BROWN.

CROWLEY estimates Deputy HAYES fired between thirty to forty rounds from
his sniper rifle. TILSTRA was in need of medical attention and the helicopter was low on
fuel, so TILSTRA and CROWLEY left the scene.

Interview was concluded at 2104 hours. The audio interview tape will be placed

into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s Office tape file.
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