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 RE: BROWN, HENRY LEE    S.A. #04-013 
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/FATAL/ORANGE 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT) 
 

INTERVIEW OF: JIM HOFFMAN, DEPUTY 
   ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
            BY: ERNESTO GOMEZ, INVESTIGATOR 
   ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
 
 PRESENT: DAN SALCEDO, INVESTIGATOR 
   ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
DATE AND TIME: JUNE 12, 2004   2040 HOURS 
 
          LOCATION: 2644 SANTIAGO CANYON ROAD, SILVERADO CANYON 
 
 
 On the above date and time, I conducted an audiotape interview of Orange County 

Sheriff’s (OCSD) Deputy JIM HOFFMAN in reference to the Orange County Sheriff’s 

Department officer involved shooting of HENRY LEE BROWN. Prior to the interview, I 

ascertained from HOFFMAN that he was not ordered by anyone at his department to 

provide a statement and that this interview was free and voluntary. The following is a 

synopsis of the interview.   

OCSD Sgt. TOM GALAVAN, the Watch Commander, called Deputy 

HOFFMAN at home at approximately 1154 hours and told him they had an “active 

shooter” in the Baker Canyon area.  He was told the SWAT team was being activated and 

they requested his assistance along with his K-9, ZAPA.  HOFFMAN stated he was 

wearing his OCSD dark green utility uniform.     

As HOFFMAN was responding to the scene, he was told that Deputy LARSON 

had been shot and evacuated out of the area.  He was also told that there were two more 

deputies in the canyon area with the “active shooter” and the sheriff’s helicopter was 

overhead.   
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 Upon his arrival, he awaited the arrival of the SWAT team in order to deploy into 

the canyon.  Subsequently, SWAT team members entered into the incident area and 

exchanged gunfire with the suspect.  HOFFMAN said he was called up into the incident 

area after the final exchange of gunfire along with his K-9 to search for the suspect.   

 HOFFMAN deployed his dog into the area where the suspect was last seen, which 

was in a creek bed along a road. Approximately one minute after deploying the dog, he 

called the dog back.  He saw that the dog had blood in its mouth, and he was unable to 

hear if there were any sounds coming from the creek area because of the helicopter noise.   

 They requested the helicopter to leave the area and HOFFMAN re-deployed the 

dog. The dog went back to the same area he had previously been, and HOFFMAN heard 

sounds of rustling bushes, which led him to believe the dog was engaging the suspect, 

however he did not hear any response from the suspect.  The dog was called back and 

again, the dog had blood on his mouth.  

They waited for additional SWAT personnel and decided to enter the creek where 

the dog was last deployed.   

 HOFFMAN was with a team of SWAT personnel in the creek bed with his K-9 as 

a second team of SWAT personnel walked along the dirt road.  He deployed the dog a 

third and final time, and SWAT members were able to see the dog pulling on the suspect. 

HOFFMAN called the dog “off”, and SWAT members approached the suspect and took 

him into custody.   

  The audiotape will be placed into evidence in the Orange County District 

Attorney’s tape file. 

 
ERNESTO GOMEZ 
INVESTIGATOR 
DATE OF REPORT: July 9, 2004 
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