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 RE: BROWN, HENRY LEE    S.A. #04-013 
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/FATAL/ORANGE 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT) 
 

INTERVIEW OF: MARTIN RAMIREZ, DEPUTY 
   ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
            BY: ERNESTO GOMEZ, INVESTIGATOR 
   ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
 
 PRESENT: DAN SALCEDO, INVESTIGATOR 
   ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
DATE AND TIME: JUNE 12, 2004   2105 HOURS 
 
          LOCATION: 2644 SANTIAGO CANYON ROAD, SILVERADO CANYON 
 
 
 On the above date and time, I conducted an audiotape interview of Orange County 

Sheriff’s Department (OCSD) Deputy MARTIN RAMIREZ in reference to the Orange 

County Sheriff’s Department officer involved shooting of HENRY LEE BROWN. Prior 

to the interview, I ascertained from RAMIREZ that he was not ordered by anyone at his 

department to provide a statement and that this interview was free and voluntary. The 

following is a synopsis of the interview.   

On June 12, 2004, at approximately 1215 hours, RAMIREZ, who is on the OCSD 

SWAT Team, received a texted page at home from OCSD Sergeant TRUJILLO, 

indicating they had an “active shooter” and requested him to respond to the area of 

Silverado and Black Start Canyon.  He was also was advised that Deputy LARSON had 

been shot.   

He arrived at the trailer park at Black Star Canyon and awaited the arrival of other 

SWAT members.  Once enough members were assembled, he was assigned to drive the 

rescue van with Sergeant CARLESEN in the front right passenger seat and Deputy 

BAKER in the rear of the van.  He then drove the van to the area where the initial 

shooting incident occurred.   
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Deputy RAMIREZ drove up on a dirt road, which paralleled the creek bed, but 

had to stop at a large yellow chain blocking the road.  He backed the van up and went to a 

dirt road just west which lead up to a water tower.  

Deputy RAMIREZ couldn’t get the van up to a vantage point near the water tower 

so he decided to back the van up. 

The van was facing east towards the creek bed when he heard a bullet strike on 

the left side by his driver side door.  RAMIREZ backed the van up and tried to maneuver 

it to the area where he thought the gunfire had come from. At that time, the van was 

struck with another bullet in the same area as the first bullet. 

Approximately four rounds, struck the van on the driver side, one hitting the 

driver side window.  RAMIREZ turned the van in a northbound direction in order to try 

and locate the suspect. 

At that point, RAMIREZ saw the suspect, approximately 50 yards away, in the 

creek bed.  The suspect fired another round at them, striking the van’s windshield.  

RAMIREZ drove northbound on a dirt road to where the suspect was last seen, however 

they lost sight of him. The deputies in the van maintained communication with deputies 

in the OCSD helicopter in order to track the suspect. 

RAMIREZ heard automatic gunfire and realized it was the deputies in the 

helicopter shooting at the suspect. 

  RAMIREZ described the suspect as a dark male, wearing a long dark trench 

coat, dark beanie, and he had a dirty face with “streaks.”  RAMIREZ believed the suspect 

was wearing camouflaged paint on his face.      

RAMIREZ saw rapid movements in the bushes within the creek bed, north of 

their location, and drove in that direction. He was then advised that the suspect was 

behind the van.  
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RAMIREZ drove the van forward and backward as the suspect alternated his 

position from front to rear of the van from his position in the creek bed.  This occurred 

approximately five times. 

At one point, the suspect popped up on the passenger side door, approximately 8’ 

to 10’ away from the van, and fired a round into the passenger side window at Sergeant 

CARLESEN.   

RAMIREZ believes that it was at this time when Deputy BAKER opened the 

passenger side sliding door and fired approximately 4 or 5 times at the suspect.  After that 

initial shooting, Deputy BAKER’s rifle malfunctioned.  RAMIREZ handed his rifle to 

Deputy BAKER but does not believe he fired it. 

According to RAMIREZ, there was no movement in the creek bed for some time. 

The deputies in the helicopter advised they saw a rifle lying in the creek bed and then that 

the rifle had been moved.  The deputies in the helicopter then advised the suspect was up 

against the creek bed and they could see blood on the rocks.  

RAMIREZ backed up the van approximately 30 yards and teamed up with other 

SWAT members and a K-9 deputy.   

They approached the suspect in the creek bed while another team paralleled them 

on the dirt road.  RAMIREZ was on “point”, carrying a shield, and armed with his .45 

caliber handgun.  The K-9 was deployed and he was able to see the dog pulling on the 

suspect’s leg.  The K-9 was called back and they approached the suspect, who was facing 

in a west direction and “hugging” the rifle with the barrel pointed upward.  

RAMIREZ pulled the rifle away from the suspect and applied flex-cuffs on the 

suspect.  He attempted to render first aid and requested paramedics; however no signs of 

life were detected on the suspect.  



 The audiotape will be placed into evidence in the Orange County District 

Attorney’s tape file. 

 
ERNESTO GOMEZ 
INVESTIGATOR 
DATE OF REPORT: July 19, 2004 
 
 

AUGUST 25, 2004 
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