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On June 12, 2004 at 2123 hours, I conducted an audio taped interview of Orange 

County Sheriff’s Deputy  in reference to the officer involved 

shooting of HENRY LEE BROWN.  was among the deputies that located 

BROWN’s body lying in the creek bed. The following is a summary of the interview: 

 is a member of the Orange County Sheriff’s Departments (OCSD), 

Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team and has been a member for three years. 

 was wearing an olive drag, rip stop, SWAT uniform and he was armed 

with a UPMS M4 rifle with three magazines, each containing 30 rounds of ammunition 

and a Sig Sauer P-220, cal.45mm, with five magazines, each containing 8 rounds of 

ammunition.  provided this statement freely and voluntarily and was not 

ordered by anyone from his agency to provide a statement.  

 received a telephone call from another SWAT team member, who 

asked him if he had been activated for a SWAT call-out.  contacted the on-

duty OCSD Watch Commander, who confirmed the activation of the SWAT team for a 

shooting in Black Star Canyon. The Watch Commander requested  respond 



to the Command Post in reference to the SWAT team call-out.  

 responded to the Command Post, located at 27910 Baker Canyon 

Road, Silverado and made contact with Lieutenant LAZARO. LAZARO instructed 

 to get dressed into his SWAT uniform, obtain his sniper rifle, and wait for 

further instructions.  

A short time later,  was assigned to the rescue van along with 

Sergeant CARLSON, Deputy RAMIREZ, Investigator BAKER, Deputy HOFFMAN and 

his K-9. The rescue van is an armored van with ballistic windows used during SWAT 

operations. The rescue van proceeded northbound along a creek bed where BROWN was 

last seen. They surveyed the area as they drove along the creek bed, however they were 

unable to locate BROWN. 

Deputy HOFFMAN deployed his K-9 from the rescue van in order to attempt to 

locate BROWN, however the K-9 did not locate him and returned to the van. A short 

time later, Deputy HOFFMAN deployed the K-9 again to search for BROWN. When the 

K-9 returned to the van, deputies saw that the dog had blood around his snout. Once 

again, Deputy HOFFMAN deployed the K-9 with deputies following at a safe distance in 

the creek bed. 

The K-9 located BROWN, who was deceased, in the creek bed, approximately 

fifteen yards north of where the van was parked.  described BROWN as an 

adult male, black, approximately thirty to forty years old wearing black jeans, dark trench 

coat, and a surgical mask around his neck. BROWN was lying on top of a rifle with a 

wood stock. Deputy RAMIREZ moved the rifle away from BROWN and applied flex-

cuffs.     

Interview was concluded at 2129 hours. The audio interview tape will be placed 



into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s Office tape file. 
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