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On June 12, 2004 at 2016 hours, I conducted an audio taped interview of Orange 

County Sheriff Sergeant Department JERRY CARLESEN in reference to the officer 

involved shooting of HENRY LEE BROWN. CARLESEN was the Special Weapons and 

Tactics Team (SWAT) Sergeant responsible for the coordination of the incident and to 

ensure the proper equipment and resources were available to handle the incident. 

CARLESEN was among the deputies that located BROWN’s body lying in the creek bed.  

CARLESEN has been a member of the Orange County Sheriff’s Department 

(OCSD) SWAT team for five years and has been a deputy sheriff for twenty-six years. 

CARLESEN was wearing an olive drag, rip stop, SWAT uniform and he was armed with 

a Colt M16A2 rifle with five magazines, each containing 30 rounds of ammunition and a 

Sig Sauer P-220, cal. 45mm, with four magazines, each containing 8 rounds of 

ammunition. CARLESEN provided this statement freely and voluntarily and was not 

ordered by anyone from his agency to provide a statement. The following is a summary 

of the interview: 

At approximately 1200 hours, CARLESEN received a telephone call from OCSD 



SWAT Commander, Lieutenant JAMES LAZARO, who advised him that they have an 

“active shooter” in Baker Canyon. CARLESEN responded to the Command Post, located 

at 27910 Baker Canyon Road, Silverado and met with OCSD Sergeant BENSINGER, 

who briefed him on the incident.  

BENSINGER advised that a civilian was shot in the “recycling area” and when 

Deputy LARSEN responded, he was shot twice. BENSINGER told him they believed the 

suspect, later identified as HENRY BROWN, was located approximately two hundred 

and fifty yards north of Deputy LARSEN’s vehicle.  

CARLESEN waited for the other SWAT members to arrive and for the arrival of 

the SWAT rescue vehicle, which is an armored vehicle capable of withstanding 

penetration of a .308 caliber weapon. The rescue vehicle is black in color with a red and 

blue light in the grill. 

 Once the van arrived and the SWAT members were briefed, CARLESEN, Deputy 

MARTIN RAMIREZ, and Deputy BILL BAKER drove the rescue vehicle north on the 

road next to the creek bed in order to locate BROWN. After passing Deputy LARSEN’s 

vehicle, they drove around a curve in the road, and a bullet hit the windshield of the van. 

CARLESEN observed BROWN running northbound into the foliage and described him 

as a male wearing a camouflage hat and dark clothing.  

 The rescue vehicle proceeded north following BROWN, and another bullet struck 

the right quarter panel of the van. BROWN ran northbound and then took another shot at 

the van. He turned and ran southbound and then took another shot. After BROWN took 

three or four shots, CARLESEN and BAKER saw him running southbound towards 

Deputies PABLO and THOMPSON who were at fixed positions behind some trees north 

of Deputy LARSEN’s vehicle. BAKER opened the rear door and yelled for BROWN to 



get down, but he continued to run southbound. BAKER fired four or five rounds at 

BROWN and then his weapon malfunctioned, so he closed the rear doors. 

The rescue vehicle was constantly driving up and down the dirt road next to the 

creek bed following BROWN. According to CARLESEN, they drove in each direction 

approximately 12 times. On one occasion when they were driving north on the dirt road, 

BROWN ran up approximately 5 feet from the passenger side door window, where 

CARLESEN was seated, and fired his rifle. The bullet shattered the outer ballistic 

material, and BROWN fled northbound into the foliage.  

The Sheriff’s helicopter (DUKE) returned at this time from refueling and took 

over orbiting around the perimeter. CARLESEN did not know where BROWN was 

hiding, so he told RAMIREZ to shut off the van and see if the helicopter could flush him 

out. As CARLESEN sat in the van, he heard gunshots being fired and believed they were 

coming from the helicopter. CARLESEN saw bullets hitting the ground on the dirt road 

and into the vegetation.  

DUKE advised the deputies in the rescue van that BROWN’s rifle was lying in 

the middle of the riverbed, twenty-five yards north of their location, but they could not 

see BROWN. As they orbited, the deputies in DUKE broadcasted that they could see 

blood on a rock and that the rifle was gone. CARLESEN believed BROWN was on the 

move again, possibly injured. While waiting at their fixed position, DUKE advised they 

had a visual on BROWN and that he was not moving.  

CARLESEN called for a K-9 unit. The rescue vehicle picked up Deputy 

HOFFMAN and his K-9 and returned to the area where DUKE had a visual on BROWN. 

HOFFMAN deployed his dog from the van and it located BROWN. Sergeant 

CARLESEN, Deputies , RAMIREZ, BAKER, and HOFFMAN exited the 



rescue van and entered the riverbed. They followed the K-9 to BROWN’s location and 

took BROWN into custody. CARLESEN observed blood on BROWN’s ankle and saw a 

possible gunshot wound on his hip. CARLESEN said BROWN was a male, black 

wearing a camouflage hat, dark clothing, and a surgical mask around his neck, he was 

lying on top of the rifle.  

   CARLESEN went back to the rescue vehicle and conducted a damage 

assessment. He observed at least 6 bullet strikes to the exterior of the van. 

Interview was concluded at 2129 hours. The audio interview tape will be placed 

into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s Office tape file. 
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