RE: KNUTSON, KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
( ) (OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NONFATAL/
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

INTERVIEW OF: BRAD VALENTINE, DEPUTY, LD. #1318
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
11 JOURNEY
ALISO VIEJQ, CA. 92656

BY: DINA MAUGER, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: GARY JONES, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MAY 6, 2003 0500 - 0524 Hours
LOCATION: 11 JOURNEY ALISO VIEJO, CA. 92656
On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview of Orange
County Sheriff’s Deputy BRAD VALENTINE in reference to an Orange County
O Sheriff’s Department officer involved shooting. The following is a summary of the
interview.
VALENTINE is an Orange County Sheriff’s Deputy assigned to patrol the city of
Lake Forest. On May 5, 2003, at approximately 2305 hours, VALENTINE was on
routine patrol driving a marked black and white Orange County Sheriff’s patrol unit.
VALENTINE heard the dispatch center broadcast information regarding an unknown
disturbance at_in the city of Lake Forest. Approximately one minute
later, the dispatch center broadcast that shots were fired at that location, and
VALENTINE responded to the location,
Upon arrival, VALENTINE met with the following Orange County Sheriff’s
Deputies:

O o STANLEY BLASZAK




@ AUBREY CAROLL
O o ERIC LARSEN
o ALEJANDRO SALCEDA

The deputies entered the residence through the garage door. VALENTINE heard
unidentifiable yelling coming from within the residence. VALENTINE saw a female,
later identified as KARA KNUTSON, standing on the landing approximately half way up
the stairway that leads to the second story. KNUTSON was pointing a gun to her head
with her right hand. VALENTINE could not tell what type of gun she was holding.
VALENTINE heard KNUTSON yell “come on and shoot me.”

While KNUTSON was yelling, a female, later identified as _

- appeared in the kitchen. She was hysterical and yelling at the deputies.
VALENTINIé took _outsidc of the re;idcnce through the garage door. As

O they entered the garage, VALENTINE heard two gunshots, successively. The gunshots
sounded like they came from the same caliber weapon.

VALENTINE leﬂ_with deputies that were outside of the residence,
and he returned to the house. Upon arrival, KNUTSON had retreated upstairs, out of
sight. Anticipating a standoff situation, VALENTINE retrieved his less than lethal
shotgun from his vehicle and returned to the residence. VALENTINE saw BLASZAK in
the back yard, and he appeared to be speaking with KNUTSON who was on the upstairs
balcony.

VALENTINE went into the backyard with BLASZAK, and KNUTSON went
back inside the house. BLASZAK continued trying to persnade KNUTSON to surrender.

After a few minutes, Orange County Sheriff Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN, who had




arrived on the scene, began speaking with KNUTSON. ELLERMAN was in the kitchen
yelling upstairs. VALENTINE could not hear what KNUTSON was saying, however he
heard ELLERMAN trying to persuade her to surrender. VALENTINE heard KNUTSON
throw the handgun down stairs. Then she came down stairs in a seated position, with her
hands above her head. ELLERMAN grabbed KNUTSON, searched her for weapons, and
escorted outside to the waiting paramedics. KNUTSON had blood on her pant legs and
appeared to have been shot in the leg.

I provided VALENTINE a sketch of the incident in order to clarify the positions
of officers during the incident. A copy of the sketch is included with this report.

The audio tape was placed into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s

Office tape file.

Q oy

DINA MAUGER, ~
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: MARCH 22,2003
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