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SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
ORANGE COUNTY

2. Case No. 03-092321

2a. Citation No.

Priority: X Yes [ No SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA _
MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER v INITIAL CRIME REPORT
3. OFFENSE 4. DATE-TIME COMMITTED

CPC 245(d)(1) Assault w/ firearm on peace officer

Monday May 5, 2003 approx. 2310 hours

6. GRID 7. DATE-TIME REPORTED
891G2

I . -occs. 1 92650

10.  VICTIM

Aubrey Carroll

9. ADDRESS-PH

11 Journey, Aliso Viejo, CA (949) 425-1800

12. BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE

11 Journey, Aliso Viejo, CA (949) 425-1800

13. CONTACT TIME-ADDRESS
Currently midnight shift

15. BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE

16. VICTIM'S OCCUPATION

Deputy Sheriff

RACE

W

SEX

M

14. FIRM NAME OF VICTIM

Singl

17. TYPE OF PREMISES OR LOCATION WHERE OFFENSE WAS COMMITTED

e family residence

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS
18. POINT OF 22. WEAPON OR
ENTRY means usep  Handgun
19. INSTRUMENT OR MEANS USED 23. VICTIM'S ACTIVITY AT TIME OF OFFENSE

Law enforcement capacity

. METHOD USED

24. EXACT WORDS USED BY SUSPECT
Kill me, I want to die

. WHERE WERE OCCUPANTS AT TIME OF OFFENSE?

25. FORCE OR METHOD USED
Pointed loaded gun at victim

26. APPARENT MOTIVE -- TYPE PROPERTY TAKEN
Injure or kill victim

MISD., SEX AND THEFTS

27. TOTAL VALUE STOLEN
$

28. UNIQUE OR UNUSUAL ACTIONS BY SUSPECT(S)

Yelled for deputies to shoot/kill her

29. VEHICLE USED BY SUSPECT(S) YEAR, MAKE, BODY TYPE,
1999 Mazda Miata, blue, 2 door, convertible;

COMPLETE ON ALL APPLICABLE FELONIES

MNY OTHER IDENTIFYING MARKS

30. WITNESSES R/B RESIDENCE/BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE R
(1) Deputy E. Larsen B 11 Journey, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 (949)425-1800
v
R
(2) Sgt. S. Ellerman B 11 Journey, Aliso Viejo. CA 92636 (949)425-1800
R
(3) B

(1) KNUTSON, Kara Louise

v

2

31. SUSPECT(S) (IF ARRESTED, NAME, ADDRESS, AND BOOKING NUMBER)

| BKG.NER. 2121786

sake Forest, CA 92630

l BKG. NBR

3)

NAME ADDRES

| BKG. NBR.

S SEX RACE DOB HT WT HAIR EYES

32. DETAILS OF OFFENSE: EVIDENCE COLLECTED, DESCRIPTION AND VALUE OF PROPERTY TAKEN, LIST ADDITIONAL WITNESSES AND SUSPECTS

QUAN. ARTICLE BRAND

EVIDENCE COLLECTED:
SEE ATTACHED PROPERTY RECEIPT

SERIAL

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

v

SEE CONTINUATION PAGES AND FOLLOW-UP REPORTS FOR NARRATIVE AND

NO. MODEL NO. MISC. DESCRIPTION VALUE

/
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SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
ORANGE COUNTY
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA
MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER REPORT CONTINUATION

BACKGROUND:

On Tuesday, May 6, 2003 at approximately 0015 hours, | was contacted by Acting Homicide
Supervisor Bill Vining. He assigned me as the case agent for a deputy involved shooting that had just
occurred in Lake Forest. Inv. Vining gave me the address where the incident occurred and a brief summary.
[ responded to _ Lake Forest, arriving at approximately 0115 hours. Additional
investigators from the Sheriff’s Department responded for the criminal investigation. Investigators from the
District Attorney’s Office Shooting Team responded to conduct the shooting investigation. Inv. Bruce
Nuckolls was assigned as the case agent for the DA’s office. We met with Sgt. Ellerman, patrol sergeant for
Lake Forest, who gave us a briefing. He reported the following:

On Monday, May 5, 2003 at approximately 2303 hours, Lake Forest deputies were radio dispatched
to an ‘incomplete 9-1-1" call originating at _Lake Forest. The call was updated
within a few seconds to an ‘unknown trouble with shots fired” call. The primary unit assigned to the call,
Deputy Aubrey Carroll and Deputy Eric Larsen, were authorized to respond to the address using emergency
lights and siren. They were also told that a male would meet them outside the residence, and a female had
broken into the residence and was firing a gun. Additional deputies who responded to this call included
Deputy A. Salceda, Deputy S. Blaszak, Deputy B. Valentine, and Sgt. S. Ellerman.

Inv. Nuckolls and I interviewed Deputy Carroll and Deputy Larsen about the incident. Interviews of
other deputies and witnesses were conducted by other investigators. See follow-up reports for details of

these interviews.

INTERVIEW OF DEPUTY AUBREY CARROLL:

On Tuesday, May 6, 2003 at approximately 0331 hours, Inv. Nuckolls and I interviewed Deputy
Carroll at the Aliso Viejo Sheriff’s Station. The interview was tape-recorded by Inv. Nuckolls for the
shooting investigation and a copy of the tape will be available. Robert MacLeod, General Manager of the
Association of Orange County Deputy Sheriffs was present during the interview. The following is a
summary:

Inv. Nuckolls asked if he was giving a free and voluntary statement and Deputy Carroll said he was.

Inv. Nuckolls asked if anyone from the Sheriff’s Department had ordered him to give a statement and

33. INVESTIGATING OFFICERS REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT APPROVED
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Deputy Carroll said they had not. Inv. Nuckolls asked if he felt compelled to give a statement because
Nuckolls is from the District Attorney’s office and Deputy Carroll said he did not.

Inv. Nuckolls went over Deputy Carroll’s work schedule and confirmed that Deputy Carroll was
wearing his Sheriff’s Department uniform with badge, patches, and leather gear and equipment. Deputy
Carroll was carrying his department issued duty weapon, a Smith & Wesson, model 5904, semi-automatic,
9mm. He was carrying three magazine with 15 rounds each, and a round in the chamber of the gun.

Inv. Nuckolls asked Deputy Carroll to go over the events of the call. Deputy Carroll and Deputy
Larsen were at the Lake Forest Community Policing Center when they received the call. While driving to
the call they were given additional information that the suspect, a female, was upstairs in the house with a

.38 special revolver, and that shots had been fired. They responded with emergency lights and sirens,

arriving within approximately 3 minutes of dispatch at_ A male, later identified as -
_ a friend of the resident, was standing in the street, pointing them to the open

garage of the house. Deputy Carroll and Deputy Larsen went into the open garage and encountered the

rcsident,_ She told them the suspect was upstairs, asking them not to shoot

her.

Deputy Carroll entered the kitchen and took cover to the right. behind a wall, with a view of the two-
tiered stairway. Deputy Larsen entered the kitchen and took cover to the left, behind a kitchen counter, also
with a view of the stairway. Sgt. S. Ellerman, Deputy S. Blaszak, and Deputy A. Salceda also entered the
kitchen and took cover. They could hear a female screaming from upstairs, velling about wanting to die.
The female, later identified as the suspect, Kara Louise Knutson -was a friend of- They
have been in a personal relationship that -has been trying to end for the past several weeks.

Knutson came down the stairs to the landing, in view of the deputics. She was holding a chrome
handgun, alternately waving it around toward the deputies and pointing it at her head. She was crying and
yelling, saying, “I have a gun, I'm going to wave it around and make you shoot me.” Knutson was
constantly asking the deputies to shoot her or kill her. All the deputies were yelling for Knutson to put the
gun down throughout the incident. Every time Knutson pointed the gun in their direction, the deputies would
have to duck for cover.

Knutson walked up from the landing and back down several times during the incident. She seemed

to be getting more upset because the deputies did not shoot her. Knutson went from waving the gun
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aimlessly, to point it directly at the deputies. She appeared to be aiming the gun now, because she was
holding the gun at eye level and looking down the barrel. Deputy Carroll felt afraid that Knutson was going
to shoot him or one of his partners. He knew that the wall he was behind would not stop a bullet, and there
was no better cover for him or the other deputies. Knutson pointed the gun at Deputy Carroll and, fearing for
his safety, Deputy Carroll shot her in the hip, firing one round from his duty weapon. He was between ten
and fifteen feet from Knutson when he fired.

Knutson fell to landing on to her buttocks, but did not drop the gun. She got up and walked back
upstairs. The deputies continued to order her to drop the gun but Knutson did not comply. She continued to
yell and scream. Deputy Carroll could hear Knutson moving around upstairs and heard a sliding door open.
The perimeter deputies were now yelling for Knutson to drop the gun. Knutson yelled out, “Why didn’t you
shoot me in the heart? Did you shoot me with a bullet?”

Knutson then appeared to begin calming down and she was not screaming so loud. She began asking

to talk to Knutson also began requesting a cigarette and Sgt. Ellerman started

negotiating with her. He told Knutson she could talk to -and get a cigarette if she would throw the gun
down. After a few minutes, Knutson agreed. Sgt. Ellerman threw up a pack of cigarettes and a lighter to
Knutson. She then dropped the gun, which landed on the downstairs floor. Sgt. Ellerman told Knutson to
come down the stairs with her hands up. She scooted down the upper stairs on her buttocks. When she
reached the landing, Knutson put her hands up in the air. Once the deputies saw that she had no other
weapons, Sgt. Ellerman and Deputy Carroll went to the landing, grabbed Knutson by the arms and took her
outside to paramedics.

Inv. Nuckolls asked Deputy Carroll to describe Knutson and the gun, which he did. Inv. Nuckolls
asked if Knutson was pointing the gun at him when he fired. Deputy Carroll said Knutson aimed the gun
directly at him, he ducked for cover momentarily, then fired once. Inv. Nuckolls asked if anyone considered
using less lethal weapons. Deputy Carroll said less lethal had been requested, along with Critical Incident
Response Team deputies and a K-9 unit, but had not arrived in time to assist. No one in the house had less
lethal weapons.

Inv. Nuckolls asked what happened when Knutson went upstairs after the shooting. Deputy Carroll
said the perimeter deputies advised that she went out on the balcony, so they moved up to the stairway. The

perimeter deputies then yelled that she was going back to the stairs so they retreated. Deputy Salceda took
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the position Deputy Carroll had been in, and Carroll stayed further back in the kitchen until Knutson
surrendered. Deputy Angelici, who was in SWAT gear, arrived and took Deputy Salceda’s position. He
retricved the gun when Knutson threw it downstairs. Deputy Angelici handed the gun to Deputy Carroll and
he sat it on a bookcase.

Inv. Nuckolls asked Deputy Carroll if there was anything he wanted to add that we may have not

asked. Deputy Carroll said there was nothing and the interviewed ended at approximately 0417 hours.

INTERVIEW OF DEPUTY ERIC LARSEN:

On Tuesday, May 6. 2003 at approximately 0432 hours, Inv. B. Nuckolls and I interviewed Deputy
Eric Larsen at the Aliso Viejo Sheriff’s Station. The interview was tape-recorded by Inv. Nuckolls for the
shooting investigation and the tape will be available. Robert MacLeod was present during the interview.
The following is a summary:

Inv. Nuckolls asked if he was giving a free and voluntary statement and Deputy Larsen said that he
was. Inv. Nuckolls asked if anyone from the Sheriff’s Department ordered him to give a statement and
Deputy Larsen said they did not. Inv. Nuckolls asked if he felt compelled to give a statement because
Nuckolls was from the District Attorney’s office and Deputy Larsen said he did not.

Inv. Nuckolls went over Deputy Larsen’s work schedule and confirmed that Deputy Larsen was
wearing his Sheriff’s Department uniform with badge, patches, and leather gear and equipment. Deputy
Larsen was carrying his department issued duty weapon, a Smith & Wesson, model 5904, semi-automatic.
9mm. He was carrying three magazine with 15 rounds each, and a round in the chamber of the gun.

Inv. Nuckolls asked Deputy Larsen to go over the events of the call. Deputy Larsen and Deputy
Carroll were at the Lake Forest Community Policing Center when they received the call of an incomplete 9-
I-1 call. The call was quickly updated by dispatch who advised that a female could be heard screaming in
the background, and two gunshots were heard. They were advised to respond “code 3” and arrived at the
residence, followed by several other deputies. A male, - was 1n the street and pointed them
toward the open garage. Deputy Larsen and Deputy Carroll went into the garage and encountered a female,
- She told them, “Be careful, I don’t know what she’s going to do.” About that time, Deputy

Larsen heard two gunshots from inside the house.
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Deputy Carroll went inside the kitchen and took cover to the right. Deputy Larsen went inside and
took cover to the left. He had a direct view of the stairway from behind the counter. Deputy Larsen heard a
female yelling and screaming from upstairs. The female, Knutson, came down the upper stairs to the
landing. She had a handgun pointed at her head and appeared frantic, crying and screaming, “Kill me.”
Knutson then pointed the gun at Deputy Larsen and he ducked behind the counter. He would pop his head
up and look, ducking back down whenever Knutson pointed the gun at him. Knutson was alternately
pointing the gun at him, then pointing it where he knew Deputy Carroll and Sgt. Ellerman were.

Knutson walked up and down the upper stairway two or three times. The deputies were constantly
ordering her to drop the gun but Knutson did not comply. She was on the landing and aimed the gun directly
at Deputy Larsen again. He ducked and heard a gunshot. Deputy Larsen popped his head back up and heard
another gunshot and saw Knutson struck by the bullet. She fell to the floor of the landing onto her buttocks.
Knutson still had the gun in her hand but was not pointing it at anyone. She got up and ran upstairs, still
holding the gun. Deputy Larsen could hear “a ruckus” from upstairs, the sound of glass breaking and
Knutson moving around. Knutson was still yelling things like, “My life is over,” and “T wish I were dead.”

Sgt. Ellerman began talking to Knutson and her voice began “de-escalating”. She asked for a
cigarette and Sgt. Ellerman promised her one if she would drop the gun. Deputy Carroll was sent outside
and got a pack of cigarettes and a lighter. Sgt. Ellerman threw the pack and lighter up to Knutson and she
dropped the gun downstairs. One of the SWAT deputies retrieved the gun. Soon after, Knutson scooted
down the stairs on her buttocks. Sgt. Ellerman told her to put her hands up and Knutson complied. Sgt.
Ellerman took Knutson into custody and she was taken outside to the paramedics.

Inv. Nuckolls asked Deputy Larsen to describe Knutson and the gun and he did so. Deputy Larsen
said the gun was a silver revolver which Knutson held in her right hand. Inv. Nuckolls asked how he felt
when Knutson was pointing the gun at him and Deputy Larsen said he was scared and in fear of his own life.
Inv. Nuckolls asked if Knutson was waving the gun or pointing it and Deputy Larsen said she appeared to be
aiming the gun when she pointed it at him. Deputy Nuckolls asked about the shot fired by Knutson but
Deputy Larsen ducked so he did not see where the round struck. Deputy Larsen did not immediately know
who fired at Knutson but later learned that it was Deputy Carroll. Inv. Nuckolls asked about less lethal

weapons and Deputy Larsen said it had been requested but had not arrived.
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Inv. Nuckolls asked if there was anything Deputy Larsen wanted to add that we may not have asked

about but he said there was nothing else. The interview ended at approximately 0512 hours.

ADDITIONAL DETAILS:

Other than Tnv. Johnson’s attached crime scene follow-up report, all other reports, including the
statements of Sgt. Ellerman, Deputy Salceda, Deputy Blaszak, and other deputies and witnesses, will be
written by Investigators from the District Attorney’s Office Shooting team. They retained all interview tapes
and the interviews will be transcribed by the DA’s office. Inv. Nuckolls will also write reports on the

interviews of Deputy Carroll and Deputy Larsen, and these interviews will also be transcribed by the DA’s

office.

END OF REPORT

33. INVESTIGATING OFFICERS REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT APPROVED
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Priority: [X] Yes [] No SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER / INITIAL CRIME REPORT
3 OFFENSE 4. DATE-TIME COMMITTED

CPC 246.3 Negligent discharge of firearm Monday May 5, 2003 approx. 2310 hours

6. GRID 7. DATE-TIME REPORTED

muﬁke Forest, CA §91G2

8_INFORMANT 3. ADDRESS-PHONE

L 35

10. VICTIM DOB 11. ADDRESS-PHONE

Box 14 DNA

12. BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE 13. CONTACT TIME-ADDRESS

DNA DNA

14. FIRM NAME OF VICTIM 15. BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE

State of California DNA

16. VICTIM'S OCCUPATION __ RACE _ SEX  AGE 17. TYPE OF PREMISES OR LOCATION WHERE OFFENSE WAS COMMITTED
Public entity Single family residence

7 CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS

& | 18 POINTOF 22 WEAPON OR

§ ENTRY means usep  Handgun

D | 18 INSTRUMENT OR MEANS USED 23. VICTIM'S ACTVITY AT TIME OF OFFENSE

wh DNA

@' [720. METHOD USED 24. EXACT WORDS USED BY SUSPECT

S5 Kill me, I want to die

& Z 217 WHERE WERE OCCUPANTS AT TIME OF OFFENSE? 25. FORCE OR METHOD USED

pie Fired handgun three times inside residence

I # [26. APPARENT MOTIVE — TYPE PROPERTY TAKEN 27. TOTAL VALUE STOLEN
%3 | Injure or threaten lover s

w3 [28. UNIQUE OR UNUSUAL ACTIONS BY SUSPECT(S)

4 | Yelled for deputies to shoot/kill her

S |29 VEWICLE USED BY SUSPECT(S) _ YEAR, MAKE, BODY TYPE_COLOR_LIC_NO _AND ANY OTHER TOENTIFYING TARKS

S | 1999 Mazda Miata, blue, 2 door, convertible,

30. WITNESSES R/B RESIDENCE/BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE R

(1) Deputy Aubrey Carroll B 11 Journey. Aliso Vigjo. CA 92656 (949)425-1800

R
(2) Deputy Eric Larsen B 11 Journey. Aliso Vigjo. CA 92656 (949)425-1800
R

3) B

31. SUSPECT(S) (IF ARRESTED, NAME, ADDRESS. AND BOOKING NUMBER) [ BKG. NBR. 2121786

(1) KNUTSON, Kara Louise .ake Forest, CA 92630

| BKG. NBR.
(2)
[ BKG. NBR.
3
NAME ADDRESS SEX __ RACE DOB HT WT. HAIR __ EYES

32. DETAILS OF OFFENSE: EVIDENCE COLLECTED, DESCRIPTION AND VALUE OF PROPERTY TAKEN, LIST ADDITIONAL WITNESSES AND SUSPECTS

QUAN. ARTICLE BRAND SERIAL NO. MODEL NO ~ MISC. DESCRIPTION VALUE

EVIDENCE COLLECTED:
SEE ATTACHED PROPERTY RECEIPT

SEE CONTINUATION PAGES AND FOLLOW-UP REPORTS FOR NARRATIVE AND
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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2. Case No. 03-092321 &

IGINAL

2a. Citation No.

INITIAL CRIME REPORT

3. OFFENSE

CPC 245(d)(1) Assault w/ firearm on peace officer

4. DATE-TIME COMMITTED
Monday May S, 2003 approx. 2310 hours

[Lake Forest, CA 92630

6. GRID 7. DATE-TIME REPORTED
891G2

L. F,

10.
Eric Larsen

Vi

12, BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE

11 Journey, Aliso Viejo, CA (949) 425-1800

11 Journey, Aliso Viejo, CA (949) 425-1800

13. CONTACT TIME-ADDRESS
Currently midnight shift

14. FIRM NAME OF VICTIM

15. BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE

16. VICTIM'S OCCUPATION __ RACE __ SEX AGE 17. TYPE OF PREMISES OR LOCATION WHERE OFFENSE WAS COMMITTED
Deputy Sheriff W M Single family residence
S CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS
18. POINT OF 22. WEAPON OR
ENTRY means usep  Handgun

19. INSTRUMENT OR MEANS USED

23. VICTIM'S ACTIVITY AT TIME OF OFFENSE
Law enforcement capacity

20. METHOD USED

24. EXACT WORDS USED BY SUSPECT
Kill me, I want to die

21. WHERE WERE OCCUPANTS AT TIME OF OFFENSE?

25. FORCE OR METHOD USED
Pointed loaded gun at victim

26. APPARENT MOTIVE -- TYPE PROPERTY TAKEN
Injure or kill deputy

27. TOTAL VALUE STOLEN
$

MISD., SEX AND THEFTS

28. UNIQUE OR UNUSUAL ACTIONS BY SUSPECT(S)
Yelled for deputies to shoot/kill her

29. VEHICLE USED BY SUSPECT(S)

COMPLETE ON ALL APPLICABLE FELONIES

YEAR, MAKE, BODY TYPE ND ANY OTHER IDENTIFYING MARKS
1999 Mazda Miata, blue, 2 door, convertible,

30. WITNESSES R/B RESIDENCE/BUSINESS ADDRESS-PHONE R

(1) Deputy Aubrey Carroll B 11 Journey. Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 (949) 425-1800
R

(2) Sgt. S. Ellerman B 11 Journey, Aliso Vigjo. CA 92656 (949) 425-1800
R

(3) B

31
(1) KNUTSON, Kara Louise

. SUSPECT(S) {IF ARRESTED, NAME, ADDRESS, AND BOOKING NUMBER)

| BKG.NBR. 2121786

[ake Forest, CA 92630

2)

BKG. NBR.

©)]
NAME

ADDRESS

BKG. NBR.

SEX RACE DOB HT WT. HAIR EYES

32. DETAILS OF OFFENSE: EVIDENCE COLLECTED, DESCRIPTION AND

VALUE OF PROPERTY TAKEN, LIST ADDITIONAL WITNESSES AND SUSPECTS

QUAN ARTICLE BRAND

EVIDENCE COLLECTED:
SEE ATTACHED PROPERTY RECEIPT

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Al
I

SERIAL NO.

MODEL NO. MISC. DESCRIPTION VALUE

SEE CONTINUATION PAGES AND FOLLOW-UP REPORTS FOR NARRATIVE AND
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1. COPIES TO:
Lake Forest

Homicide

e orrectzonf 73 2]

7 INITIAL NON-CRIMINAL

PRIORITY: [ Yes

, 4. [0 INITIAL-CRIMINAL
e G F\ gl I 5. [ FOLLOW-UP CRIMINAL
X \t \’ o P
Ly \l ﬂ 6. O CONTINUATION REPORT NO.
MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER FOLLOW-UP REPORT
7. OFFENSE 8. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE
CPC 245 - Assault with a Deadly Weapon Savons, Lake Forest Dr. & Trabuco Rd., Lake Forest

10. DATE AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE 11. GRID
% Sunday, May 11, 2003 @ 1245 hrs. | 89112

12. DETAILS OF OFFENSE:
On Sunday, May 11, 2003 at about 1245 hours, I was dispatched to the Savons Drug Store located at
Lake Forest Drive and Trabuco Road, Lake Forest, reference suspicious photographs developed at the store.

Upon my arrival I spoke with the Supervisor of the store, _

-told me that during a routine inspection of photographs, a Savons employee discovered two
photographs of a female holding a gun to her head. The two suspicious photographs were developed from a

roll of film also including unretated photos o_ A customer named -
- with a phone number of [JJfidropped off the roll of ﬁlr'ote her name and

phone number on the store envelope the roll of film was dropped off in. did not match the
description of the woman in the photographs.

The female in the photographs is described as white, approximately .years old, and with shoulder
length blond hair. The female in the pictures also appears to have blood on her hand and face.

I contacted OCSD dispatch and requested a call history with the phone number left on the envelope
That phone number is associated to the address_Lake Forest, which is the
same location where a May 5, 2003 shooting occurred involving an OCSD deputy. (See ICR 03-092321).

[ contacted Investigator Burke from OCSD Homicide who is handling ICR 03-092321. Burke asked

me to write a Follow-up Report and book the photos into evidence. The photos were booked into the
evidence locker at the Aliso Viejo Station at about 2015 hours.

S2neS yoddng
ld'-)g '"I‘Sl‘"“" 0 o

L wienies oo
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PRIORITY: [ Yes 3. O INITIAL NON-CRIMINAL

0 N - 4. O INITIAL-CRIMINAL

~
-

5. (X FOLLOW-UP CRIMINAL

6 O CONTINUATION REPORT NO.

MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER LAST NAME FIRST -- SPELL OUT WHEN DICTATING FOLLOW-UP REPORT
7. OFFENSE 8. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

[nformation Report Mission Hospital Mission Viejo CA 92691

9. VICTIM/INFORMANT 10. DATE AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE 11. GRID
Deputy T. Spaulding # 2761 5-6-03 at approx., 1807 hours 922C7/362

12. DETAILS OF OFFENSE

incident Location: | L xc Forest cA 92630

On 5-6-03, Tuesday, I was assigned to watch Kara Louise Knutson -at Mission Hospital in
the city of Mission Viejo. Ihad handcuffed Kara’s right hand to the metal bar on the bed. At approximately
1807 hours, Kara asked me if I could switch the handcuffs to her left hand so that she could lay on her left
side. Itold her that I would. I was putting the handcuffs on her left wrist when I told her that I was sorry,
but I was required to keep the handcuffs on her. She spontancously responded by saying “That’s Ok, I

deserve it. If you act like an ass you should pay.”

_—
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MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER

2. case No. 03-092321

3. [ INITIAL NON-CRIMINAL
4 O INITIAL-CRIMINAL
5. [ FOLLOW-UP CRIMINAL

6. O CONTINUATION REPORT NO
FOLLOW-UP REPORT

7. OFFENSE

CPC 245(d)(1) Assault with Deadly Weapon

ake Forest, Ca 92630

9. VICTIM/INFORMANT 10. DATE AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE 11. GRID

Deputy A. Carroll (OCSD) Monday 05-05-03 2310 891G2

12. DETAILS OF OFFENSE:

CRIME SCENE

EVIDENCE COLLECTED:
Refer to the attached copy of the Property Receipt.

FCN# FOR THE REVOLVER COLLECTED AS EVIDENCE:

Lake Forest, Ca. 92630 || | | | |

Work: I

BACKGROUND:
On Tuesday, May 06, 2003, at about 0015 hours, Investigator B. Vining, the acting supervisor of the

Sheriff’s Department Homicide Detail, called me at home and asked me to respond to the residence at
#Lake Forest, California, and assist with this investigation. I responded from
ome, arriving at the scene at about 0110 hours. I met outside the residence with Investigators from

the Sheriff’s Department Homicide Detail and Investigators from the Orange County District
Attorney’s Office. We were briefed by Sheriff’s Patrol Sergeant S. Ellerman regarding the facts as
they were known at that time, and 1 was assigned to assist District Attorney Investigator R.
Christiansen with the management and documentation of the scene.

SCENE:

“is a residential neighborhood in the City of Lake Forest, California. It was mostly
overcast when [ arrived at the scene, with temperatures in the mid to upper 50°s (degrees Fahrenheit).
The streetlights were on in the neighborhood, and they provided adequate light for walking around

the neighborhood without a flashlight. Several private and common sprinkler systems came on while
we were at the scene.

The residence at —is a two story single family home. The garage door at the
residence was open when I arrived. The garage door faces north. There was a blue Mazda Miata, with

California license plate parked in the driveway of the residence. There was a white

INVESTIGATING OFFICERS REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT f
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Cadillac STS_with Florida license plate -and a blue Jaguar XJ8, with California license
plate -parkcd side by side in the garage. There was a red stain on the driveway directly
behind the Jaguar. This stain appeared to be blood. There was a red stain on the front of the washer in
the garage. This stain also appeared to be blood.

There is a white metal gate used to close off the walkway leading up to the front door of the
residence. The gate has a dead bolt lock. There was a key in the lock on the inside of the gate and the
gate was open when I arrived at the residence.

The front or main door to the residence is on the west side of the residence. The door was partially
open when I arrived. The front door appeared to be stained wood with an oval leaded glass window.
The oval window was approximately three (3) feet high by two (2) feet wide. The window was
broken out, with pieces of glass and lead on the entryway floor inside the residence and on the porch
outside. Most of the glass was inside on the entryway floor. There was a potted plant (artificial plant)
on the entryway floor along with the pieces of glass and lead.

I entered the residence through the garage at about 0240 hours. In the family room I saw a shell
casing on the floor. The shell casing appeared to be a 9mm of .40 caliber. The shell casing was next
to a black chair, which was near the door leading out to the garage.

I saw a stainless steel revolver with black rubber grips on a shelf between the family room and
kitchen. There was a red stain on the revolver. The red stain appeared to be blood.

There was a rug on the dining room floor. There were two (2) small metal fragments on the rug. The
metal fragments appeared to be bullet jacket fragments.

There is a stairway in the residence near the entryway and dining room. The stairway leads up to the
second floor. The stairway has two (2) sections with a landing approximately in the middle. There
was a small metal fragment under the stairs. This metal fragment looked like a bullet fragment. There
was a small metal fragment on the forth stair up from the landing. This metal fragment looked like a
bullet fragment. There were red stains on the drywall in the stairway. The red stains looked like
bloodstains. The brick fireplace is also one of the walls for the stairway. There were two marks on the
brick wall that looked like bullet strikes. One of the marks was low on the wall, just a few feet above
the landing. The other mark was near the top of the bricks. The mark near the top of the bricks had a
small piece on metal in it. The small piece of metal looked like a bullet. There were small pieces of
brick on the stairway landing. There was a small dark spot on the drywall just a few feet above the
landing. The dark spot looked like a bullet strike. At the top of the stairway, on the second floor
landing, there was a butane cigarette lighter and a “Kool” cigarette box.

In the master bedroom upstairs. the mirror on the dresser was broken. Pieces of the broken mirror
were on the dresser and on the floor. There was broken glass on the nightstand next to the bed, and
glass items on the floor that looked like they were broken. The sliding glass door next to the bed was
broken and it looked like it had been shot with a bullet. There was a hole in one of the panels of the
vertical blind that covers the sliding glass door. The hole in the panel looked like a bullet hole. There
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were red stains on the bed sheets and pillow cover. These stains look like bloodstains. There was a
hole in the ceiling above the bed. This hole looked like a bullet hole.

In the closet off the master bedroom there was a shelf tipped over on its side. There were items
covering the floor and it looked like the items fell on the floor when the shelf was tipped over.

In the master bathroom there was a drawer pulled out with what looked like the contents of the
drawer spilled out on the floor. There was writing on the mirrors and countertop. It looked like
lipstick was used to write on the mirrors and countertop. Given that the writing was in lipstick and
partially smeared, it looked like the writing was as follows: “Why? Couldn’t you be there for me,”
“You are the last person that will ever hurt me I'm sorry...I can’t that the pain of this life I'm sorry
baby "“I’m sorry baby you just hurt me so much,” and “I can’t take it.”

The backyard of the residence backs up to a lake. The backyard has a patio and boat dock. The two
(2) patio lights between the patio and boat dock were broken.

At about 0400 hours _ the home owner of the regj e,
asked me if her stepdaughter could come to the residence and assist her. I gave a

telephone so she could call her stepdaughter.

ut 0440 hours ived at the residcncc._identiﬁed
as her stepdaughter. I eventually escorted pstairs so she could collect some items for
her mother.
in [ake Forest. The houses along F
I checked the back of the houses at the

did not see any damage

At about 0630 hours | went to
are across the lake from the houses on
following addresses on
to these houses.

Employees from the Sheriff’s Department Forensic Science Services photographed the residence at
_ They examined the residence, they documented the scene, and they collected

evidence. For additional information refer to the Forensic Science Services reports, FR# 03-46762.

The work at the scene was completed, and we left, at about 0735 hours. As I was leaving, Deputy A.
Laschober gave me the completed Crime Scene Log. For additional information refer to the attached
copy of the Crime Scene Log.
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I ORIGINAL
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SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA
PRIORITY E Yes 3. O INITIAL NON-CRIMINAL
[ No 4. [ INITIAL-CRIMINAL

5 [X FOLLOW-UP CRIMINAL
6. O CONTINUATION REPORT NO

MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER  LAST NAME FIRST -- SPELL OUT WHEN DICTATING FOLLOW-UP REPORT
7. OFFENSE

CPC 245(d)(1) Assault w/ firearm on peace officer wake Forest, CA 92630

9. VICTIM/INFORMANT 10. DATE AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE 11. GRID
Investigator Dennis Burke Wednesday May 7, 2003/1440- 1520 891G2

12. DETAILS OF OFFENSE:

INVESTIGATING OFFICERS

SUBJECT INFORMATION:

KNUTSON, KARA LOUISE

Address: Lake Forest, CA 92630
EVIDENCE COLLECTED:

One (1) audiocassette tape, interview of Kara Knutson
SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW:

On the above date and time, Inv. B. Nuckolls and I went to Mission Community Hospital to
interview the suspect, Knutson. She was in room 374 and was handcuffed to the bed by one wrist. |
explained who we were and that we were investigating the incident of Monday night. I asked if she
knew she was under arrest and Knutson said she knew. I explained that since she was under arrest, I
had to read her the Miranda Advisement and asked if she was willing to talk to us. Knutson said she
would talk. The interview was audio tape-recorded and the following is a summary:

I read the Miranda Advisement to Knutson from a de
“yes™ to each question. I asked if she knew the resident of|
did, and it is Sk v she knev and Knutson explained that they
worked together at and became friends. About a year ago they became
girlfriends. T asked Knutson to explain what lead up to the events of Monday night.

Knutson said the age difference of thirty years between her and has always been a
roblem_in_the relationship. ~About one month ago, an ex-boyfriend of -
_ started causing further problems. Knutson said she has had problems her entire life,
including abuse by her parents. and being raped nine years ago when she was in college. The
problems between her and ecame so stressful that Knutson recently began seeing a

psychiatrist. He prescribed “effexor”, an anti-depressant, which she has been taking for about a
month.

artment issued card. She answered,
and Knutson said she

Knutson and - got into an ariumcnt over ‘hile on the way home from work

Monday (May 5. 2003). Knutson believed was lying to her about her relationship with
and told she just wanted her to be ul. Monday evening. Knutson called

and they argued again. Knutson told she was coming over to her house and
saiﬂcyif she di_would call the police.” Knutson had been drinking a beer, but

——REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT APPROVED
D. BURKE },‘% INV.D. BURKE # 939 5/7/03 \"‘%
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quickly drank three “Mike’s Hard Lemonade™ drinks. She said obably stronger than a
beer. Knutson become more and more upset and decided to go to house, get her gun, and
kill herself because she could not take any more. She said she had no intention of hurting anyone but
herself.

Knutson drove to -housc and began banging on the glass portion of the front door.
She noticed the glass e but at first did not intend to break the glass. Knutson kept pounding
on the glass because %would not open the door. The glass shattered and Knutson crawled
door._She ran upstairs and thinks

ollowed her, but is not sure if it was
or Knutson thinks she heard calling the police. She went into the
bedroom because she knew kept the loaded gun in the room. Knutson locked the door,
got the gun and began screaming about wanting to die. She then fired the gun into the ceiling to “see
what it would be like.” At some point, Knutson remembers shooting the balcony glass door but is not
sure when she did that. She decided she was not going to be able to shoot herself but still wanted to
die.

Knutson heard the deputies arrive and decided to get them to shoot her. Knutson went down
the stairs to the landing. The deputies kept shouting at her to drop the gun over and over. Knutson
waved the gun around, hoping she would be shot. At some point, Knutson fired the gun a third time,
into the brick wall. When she was shot, Knutson did not really realize it until she saw blood. She
even asked the deputies if they shot her with a bullet. Knutson crawled upstairs and went into the
bathroom. She was extremely frustrated because she could not kill herself and now thought the
deputies were not going to kill her either. Knutson found a large bottle of Vicodin in
purse and swallowed the entire bottle. She found some sleeping pills and took those as well, hoping
to overdose.

[ asked how familiar she is with gun and Knutson said she doe not know anything about guns.
I asked if she knew that || ffkert the gun loaded and Knutson said she did. T asked if she
knew how many bullets that gun held and Knutson indicated that she could tell from looking at the
cylinder that there were five or six bullets in the gun. I asked if she could see the deputies who were
yelling at her and Knutson said she could see they were standing by the corner of the wall. She added
that there must have been “a lot” of deputies because of all the yelling. 1 asked if she thinks the
deputy who shot her was justified and Knutson said he was absolutely justified. She added that she
wants to take responsibility for the bad things she did that night.

Inv. Nuckolls asked if she remembers pointing the gun directly at the deputies. Knutson said
she was waving it around while talking and is sure she pointed it at them, but did not specifically
remember doing that. She added that she did not want to hurt the deputies, she just wanted them to
shoot her. Knutson said she has heard something on TV about “death by policeman” and that is what
she was trying to do. Inv. Nuckolls asked if she knew the gun was loaded when she was waving it at
the deputies and Knutson said she did know it was still loaded because she had only fired it three
times. Inv. Nuckolls asked if the deputies were velling at her to drop the gun and Knutson said that is
all they were yelling, over and over. She added that someone said, “Don’t hurt him., he has kids.”
Knutson said, “They didn’t know I didn’t want to hurt them.” Inv. Nuckolls tried to ask about when
she shot the gun into the brick wall, if it was before or after she was shot, but Knutson could not

LV
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remember. She said that she thought the bullet might have ricocheted back into her, because she felt
something hit her around the left shoulder, but it might have been a piece of the brick. Inv. Nuckolls
asked if she knew when the deputy shot her but Knutson said she did not she the deputy shoot, and
did not realize she had been shot until later.

We began to wrap up the interview and Knutson said she feels bad for the deputy who had to
shoot her, because he could have “blew me away.” She added that she wants to get help for her
problems and thinks she is worth saving. Inv. Nuckolls asked Knutson to sign releases for her
medical and psychiatric records and she did so. I explained that we had impounded her car and asked
her to sign a consent to search form for the car. Knutson agreed and signed the form. I told Knutson
that when she was able, she would be transferred to the jail ward at Western Medical Center in
Anaheim. The interview ended at approximately 1520 hours.

END OF REPORT
48]
INVESTIGATING OFFICERS y REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT APPROVED
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6. O CONTINUATION REPORT NO

MICHAEL S. CARONA, SHERIFF-CORONER LAST NAME FIRST -- SPELL OUT WHEN DICTATING FOLLOW-UP REPORT
7. OFFENSE
Officer Involved Shooting Make Forest 92630
9 VICTIWINFORMANT 10. DATE AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE 11. GRID
Deputy A. Carroll (OCSD) Monday, 5-5-03/2310 Hours 891G2

12. DETAILS OF OFFENSE:

WITNESS INFORMATION:

INVESTIGATION INFORMATION:
On Tuesday. 5-6-03 at approxim
interviewed inside o
the interview on a digital recorder.

-x-'as sleeping on the couch in the li

He woke up to the sound of glass breaking and

the police.
use his cell phone.
in the house besides

Kara carpooled to work.

-~

Fort Lauderdale Florida 33

was outside the garage when he heard the sound of a
three more gunshots. The gunshots were spaced minutes apart.
one gunshot, followed by two more gunshots and then a final gunshot.
gunshots after the Sheriff’s Department arrived. The Sheriff’s Department moved

-down the street away from the house.
After the incidenl,-told -Kara suffered “real bad emotional and personal

15

ving room of his friend’s

e
ed to use the house phone but it \M

s in the doorway to the garage.

S

met Kara one time approximately two weeks earlier.

ateli 0302 hours. Investigator Gary Hendricks (OCDA) and |

n Lake Forest. Investigator Hendricks recorded

ouse.
o call

told

arking so he went outside to

did not see anyone e¢lse

leading with someone named “Kara.”

runshot. He then heard the sound of

hought the sequence was
did not hear any

problems.”
INVESTIGATING OFFICERS REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT APPROVE
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Inf. Inv. Vining 5-5-03 / (approx) 2310 hours 891G2

12. DETAILS OF OFFENSE:

BACKGROUND

On 5-6-03 at approximately 0045 hours, I was assigned to assist in the investigation of
an Officer Involved Shooting at the above listed address. I responded to the scene
and arrived at about 0125 hours. Upon arrival I attended a briefing regarding the

incident.

INVESTIGATION

I'was assigned to conduct a welfare check at Knutson residence because a female

roommate _was unaccounted for. Knutson’s keys were at the crime

scene. After the keys were photographed by OCSD ID I removed them and drove to
Knutson’s home located @ _ Lake Forest. While there I met
with OCSD Deputy A. Richard. We attempted to call the home, but answer machine
picked up. We knocked on the door and verbally announced our presence, all with

negative responses.

I 'then used the key and opened the door. We entered and again made verbal
announcements, with no response. We located a small dog so we notified OC
Animal Control. Animal Control Officer B. Murry responded and took the dog to

their facility. We then secured the residence and I returned to the scene.

INVESTIGATING OFFICERS REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT APPR ',\ 7
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I then returned the keys, minus Knutson’s vehicle key, to OCDA Inv. King. I was
then assigned to impound Knutson’s vehicle. I completed a impound form and
followed the vehicle (via West Coast Towing) to OCSD Hutton evidence area. I filled
out an evidence tag and released the vehicle, 1999 Mazda Miata, blue in color,

bearing Cal. Pl#-to OCSD ID Supervisor G. Jackson.
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O CONTINUATION REPORT NO.
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7. OFFENSE
Officer Involved Shooting

9. VICTIM/INFORMANT

Deputy A. Carroll (OCSD)

ake Forest 92630

: F OCCURRENCE 11. GRID
Monday, 5-5-03/2310 Hours 891G2

12. DETAILS OF OFFENSE:

WITNESS INFORMATION:

INVESTIGATION INFORMATION:

On Tuesday. 5-6-03 at approximately 0221 hours, Investigator Gary Hendricks (OCDA) and I
interviewed in her home. Investigator Hendricks recorded the interview on a digital
recorder.

alked to Kara Knutson from approximately 2145 until 2240 hours on 3-5-03. Kara told
she was distraught and was going to come over and kill herself. id not
believe Kara. -said Kara talked about killing herself on two
last two weeks. Since Kara had threatened to harm herself in the pas

threats.-believed Kara was just trying to get attention.

revious occasions within the

ismissed the
old Kara it was getting

late and she was going to hang-up and turn off the phone. Kara again said she was going to come

over and kill herself.

sleeping on the couch.

spent a lot of time together.

_Said she and Kara were thirty years apart. Kara called
ara wanted her more and more to herself. said

real tough time dealing with it. Kara was complaining
described her relationship with Kara as a friendship. The 1

-“Mom.”

came nto her life and Kara had a
was taking her place.

ast year and a half, nd Kara

-hus known Kara for two years. They work together at
d a tough childhood an

-said she had a friend _staying at her house. .as downstairs

said

Kara did not talk

Westminster. Kara told she he
about specifics of said Kara has a problem with anger when she feels rejected.

Approximately fifteen minutes after

hung up the phone, she heard a b
same downstairs by the front door. Kara does not have a key to
was frightened and told Kara she could not come in.

anging on the door.
residence.
old Kara she was going

o call'the police if she did not stop banging on the door. Kara continued to pound on the door until
INVESTIGATING OFFICERS REPORT BY DATE OF REPORT APPROVE ).
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she broke the glass center. Kara reached through the broken glass and unlocked the door. Kara went
past -md went up the stairs.—said by the time she went upstairs Kara had
already locked herself in the master bedroom.

-said pew she had a gun in the house.-cpt the gun in a drawer by the
side of her bed.

vas outside her bedroom door when she heard the sound of a gunshot.
talked to Kara after hearing the gunshot so she knew Kara did not shoot herself.

went downstairs and told to call 911. Iso called 911. She did not know if
her call went through so she hun

> up and called a second time. said the dispatcher might
have heard some of the gunshotshlhought she heard a total of four gunshots. The gunshots
were not in rapid succession.

-vcnt by the interior garage door and was talking to the 911 operator. The Sheriff’s
Department arrived at the residence and escorted

way from the house.
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