RE: KNUTSON. KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NON-FATAL/ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

INTERVIEW OF:  BLASZAK, STANLEY, DEPUTY SHERIFF, L.D. #709
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

BY: ED BERAKOVICH, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: DAN SALCEDO, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MAY 6,2003 0417-0440 HOURS

LOCATION: ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT ALISO VIEJO
STATION

On May 6, 2003, at 0417 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Investigator
DAN SALCEDO and I conducted an audio tape recorded interview with Orange County
Sheriff’s Deputy STANLEY BLASZAK. Prior to the interview, I ascertained from
BLASZAK that he was not ordered to give a statement and that his statement was free and
voluntary. The following is a summary of the interview. For detailed information, refer to the
audio cassette recording.

BLASZAK is a uniformed patrol deputy assigned as a traffic enforcement officer for
the City of Lake Forest. On May 5, 2003, he began the evening shift at 1530 hours. At 2303
hours, he responded to a shots fired call at_ Lake Forest.

BLASZAK arrived at the residence within minutes of the call being dispatched.
Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN, Deputies ALEJANDRO SALCEDA, BRAD VALENTINE,

AUBREY CARROLL and LARSEN arrived at the same time. BLASZAK stated ELLERMAN
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and the above deputies entered the residence through the open garage door. BLASZAK began
following the deputies when he realized his hand held radio battery was low, BLASZAK
returned to his police vehicle and changed the battery.

BLASZAK joined the deputies in the family room of the residence. As he entered the
family room, BLASZAK heard what he believed were two gunshots, in rapid succession, come
from inside of the residence. BLASZAK assumed a tactical position in the family room near
the garage door. ELLERMAN, CARROLL, LARSEN, VALENTINE and SALCEDA were
positioned in and around the family room with their handguns drawn and focused on the
stairway, which lead to the second floor. BLASZAK from his position, noticed a female
subject on the landing portion of the stairway with a silver handgun in her right hand. The
female subject was later identified as KARA KNUTSON.

KNUTSON was screaming, waving the gun around, telling deputies to shoot and put
her out of her misery. Several times as KNUTSON was waving the gun around, she would
point the gun barrel toward the deputies in the family room. BLASZAK suddenly heard a
single gunshot. BLASZAK did not know who had fired the gunshot, but noticed KNUTSON

had been shot. After being shot, KNUTSON retreated upstairs and into a bedroom.
BLASZAK contemplated discharging his weapon at KNUTSON, but CARROLL was in his
line of fire.

BLASZAK remained at his position, while ELLERMAN began conversing with
KNUTSON. BLASZAK then left the family room and took a tactical position outside of the
residence in the backyard. BLASZAK from his position could see KNUTSON breaking the

bedroom window on the west side of the residence. BLASZAK began yelling at KNUTSON




to drop the gun and surrender. KNUTSON appeared twice at the broken window, yelling and
continuously repeating she wanted to die. BLASZAK noticed the handgun was in
KNUTSON’S right hand with the barrel pointed down. KNUTSON was moving around the
room, but BLASZAK lost sight of her when she moved toward the stairway. After BLASZAK
lost sight of KNUTSON, deputies inside of the residence shortly thereafter advised him that
KNUTSON was in-custody.
BLASZAK remained and assisted in securing the scene.
We concluded the interview at 0440 hours. The audio tape recording was placed in

evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s Office tape file.

E. BERAKOVICH
INVESTIGATOR
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