RE: KNUTSON. KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NONFATAL/
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

LAKE FOREST, CALIFORNIA 92630

BY: BRUCE NUCKOLLS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: RANDY LITWIN, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

DATE AND TIME: MAY 08, 2003 1734 - 1745 HOURS

LOCATION:
LAKE FOREST, CALIFORNIA 92630
On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview of -
_ in reference to an Orange County Sheriff’s Department officer involved
shooting. The following is a summary of the interview.
_lives across the street from_ which is where
the shooting occurred.
On May 05, 2003 at approximately 2320 to 2330 hours,-Was in his
bedroom, which is located upstairs in his residence. _was lying in bed when
he heard four possible gunshots. _then heard a woman, later identified as

_ yell, “don’t kill her or shot her, she is a school teacher.”
_ then heard sirens coming down _ which is adjacent to
_ -then heard what sounded like two women arguing and

screaming.
-then got up and looked out the window, which faces the street and

saw two police officers running out of _ advising other police

officers that shots were fired.

The police officers then evacuated the neighborhood. Two police officers left the
house and retumned very quickly with shotguns. Both police officers went into the house
with the shotguns.
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Approximately twenty additional police officers arrived and surrounded the
house. The police officers attempted to convince the woman inside the residence, later
identified as KARA KNUTSON, to put the gun down. The police officers also told
KNUTSON that she didn’t have to do this and it could be resolved in a different way.

-then heard a gunshot and could see a flash coming from inside the
upstairs bedroom, which he believes was from a gun being fired.

In addition to hearing shots being fired inside the house,_ also heard
glass breaking after the first shot was fired. He then heard one more gunshot and four
more consecutive gunshots right after that.

Approximately five minutes later, five police officers carried KNUTSON out of
the house and laid her on the driveway. KNUTSON was very quiet, she didn’t make any
statements.

The police officers were inside the house approximately thlrty to forty minutes
from the beginning to the end of the incident,

The audio tape was placed into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s
Office tape file.
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"BRUCE NUCKOLLS,
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: AUGUST 12, 2003
ec_ec
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RE: KNUTSON, KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING / NON FATAL / ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

INTERVIEW OF:

» CALIFORNIA 92630

BY: GARY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

PRESENT: BRIAN SUTTON, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MAY 6, 2003 0221-0240 HOURS
rocaron: |
ST CALIFORNIA

On May 6, 2003 at approximately 0221 hours, I conducted an audio taped-

recorded interview with _ I spoke with her at her home located
at_Lakc Forest. Investigator BRIAN SUTTON of the Orange County

- sheriff’s Department was present during the interview. The following is a synopsis of our

interview.

_ told me that KNUTSON has been her close friend for two years

ot ey met wile working o achers + |
KNUTSON has romantic feelings for _however, _ does not

have the same feelings for KNUTSON. KNUTSON had recently become jealous because

she thought _and _ a long time friend, had become

romantically involved.

On May 5, 2003 at approximately 2300 hours, _ received a

telephone call from KNUTSON. After a brief conversation, KNUTSON became upset



and said she was going to drive to_ house and kill herself, KNUTSON had

threatened to kill herself on two occasions over the last two weeks, but nothing ever

happened so_hung up the telephone.
Approximately fifteen minutes later, _ heard loud knocking and
banging noises at her locked front door. _heard KNUTSON asking to let in

howcver,_old her she was not going to let her in.

Using her hand, KNUTSON broke the glass area of the front door, reached into
the broken window, and unlocked the door. KNUTSON opened the door and ran passed
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behind KNUTSON. Once inside the bedroom, KNUTSON closed and locked the

bedroom door, locking_outside of her bedroom._heard one

gunshot come from inside her bedroom. _called 911 on her portable

telephone and walked back down the stairs. Several seconds later, while on the telephone

with a police dispatcher,-card four more gunshots come from inside the

bedroom.

After hearing the gunshots,-egan to yell at _ who

was asleep on the couch, to wake up and call the police as well. _woke up

and ran outside to use his cellular telephone to call the police._ stood by the
front door until the police arrived 1-2 minutes later.

_has had hip surgery and could not traverse the stairs quickly to stop
KNUTSON from entering her bedroom and locking it._said she kept her
handgun in the drawer of the nightstand and KNUTSON knew she had it there. 1

concluded the interview at approximately 0240 hours.




The original audiotaped recording will be placed in the Orange County District

Attorney’s Office tape file.

GXRY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: APRIL 8, 2003
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RE: KNUTSON, KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NONFATAL/
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

MISSION VIEJO, CA. 92691

BY: DINA MAUGER, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: GARY JONES, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MAY 6, 2003 0310 - 0407 Hours

LOCATION: 37700 MEDICAL CENTER ROAD MISSION VIEJO, CA

On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview o

- in reference to an Orange County Sheriffs Department officer involved

shooting. The following is a summary of the interview.

B s koovn KARA KNUTSON since October of 2002. is

aware that KNUTSON has had a romantic relationship with

for approximately one and a half years. Sometime in the beginning of January 2003, -

_broke off the relationship. KNUTSON told - it was because-

I 1 she wes too old for KNUTSON.

I KNUTSON work as teachers in the same school i
_ They commuted to school together everyday. Even

though their relationship was over, they continued to carpool together and continued

seeing each other occasionally.



O KNUTSON seemed upset over the break up. KNUTSON told [t sire
was not worth living, approximately three times over the past few moaths. -
thought KNUTSON felt this way because of the numerous problems she has had

throughout her life, including her failed relationship with _ On one

occasion, KNUTSON told -she wanted to go to_house, and “end
it all” to show _how much she hurt her. -did not inquire any

further regarding the statement.

Sometime during the last week of April 2003, KNUTSON told [Jve ana

_got into an argument. KNUTSON thought |25 involved in
a romantic relationship with a man named_ KNUTSON was very

angry at_and thought she was lying about the extent of the relationship.

{ ) KNUTSON went to _ house and climbed over a fence to enter her

yard. KNUTSON received bruises on her legs from climbing the fence. KNUTSON

broke into_ house and an argument ensued between KNUTSON and -

- abbed KNUTSON by the arm and tried to force her out of

the house, causing bruising on KNUTSON’s arm. After KNUTSON lef: [ | [ N

house, she to]d-about the incident.
On Friday, May 2, 2003, | 20 [ 224 dioner ot KNUTSON'S

home. No one discussed the previous incident, and everything seemed fine between

xkNUTSON and [

On Monday, May 5, 2003, -went to KNUTSON’s home for dinner,

I :cived 2t approximately 1900 hours and realized KNUTSON had been

O




drinking. KNUTSON seemed to be depressed and was making statements such as “life
isn’t worth living,” and “I’'m going to do it.” - did not ask KNUTSON what she
meant by those statements.

- tried to console KNUTSON and make her feel better, however
KNUTSON became increasingly upset because _had not called her on the
telephone. At approximately 2145 hours, KNUTSON called || Nlna they
argued about_ At approximately 2200 hours, KNUTSON hung up the
phone, however-called her back, and they continued arguing over the telephone.

At approximately 2315 hours, KNUTSON asked -to go to the store and
buy her some cigarettes. -was afraid to leave KNUTSON alone because she had
been drinking and she was afraid she would go to _home again.

Eventualily, -went to the store to purchase the cigarettes. When she

returned, KNUTSON was gone. -waited in KNUTSON’s home until -

-called. _said KNUTSON was locked in her bedroom and had
fired her handgun four times. _asked -to come to her house,
- drove to _ house, however she was unable to enter the area

because there were Orange County Sheriff’s Deputies blocking the entrance. Eventually,

- was allowed inside the crime scene, and saw KNUTSON as she was taken
away in an ambulance.

KNUTSON never talked to -about her knowledge and use of a handgun,

and she was unaware _had a handgun in her residence. KNUTSON never

made any comments to -about a desire to hurt-r any one else.




The audio tape was placed into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s

Office tape file.
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DINA MAUGER,™
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: MARCH 6, 2003
ec_FE(_






