RE:  KNUTSON. KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NON-FATAL/ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

INTERVIEW OF:  SALCEDA, ALEJANDRO, DEPUTY SHERIFF, L.D. #4062
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

BY: ED BERAKOVICH, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: DAN SALCEDO, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MAY 6,2003 0505-0528 HOURS

LOCATION: ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT ALISO VIEJO
STATION

On May 6, 2003, at 0505 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Investigator
DAN SALCEDA and I conducted an audio tape recorded interview with Orange County
Sheriff’s Deputy ALEJANDRO SALCEDA. Prior to the interview, I ascertained from
SALCEDA that he was not ordered to give a statement and that his statement was frec and
voluntary. The following is a summary of the interview. For detailed information, refer to the
audio cassette recording,.

SALCEDA is a uniformed patrol deputy assigned to patrol the city of Lake Forest. On
May 5, 2003, SALCEDA began the evening shift at 1800 hours. At 2303 hours, he responded
to a shots fired call at_ Lake Forest.

SALCEDA arrived at the residence within minutes of the call being dispatched.
Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN, Deputies STANLEY BLASZAK, AUBREY CARROLL and

ERIC LARSEN arrived about the same time. The above deputies approached the residence
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and entered the garage and the residence through the open garage entry door. Before entering
the residence, SALCEDA stopped with CARROLL in the garage and spoke to a female
resident, later identified as the homeowner,_ While speaking with
_in the garage, SALCEDA heard what he believed to be a gunshot coming from
inside of the residence. SALCEDA entered the residence with CARROLL, drew his weapon
and took cover in the kitchen, near the kitchen nook area with LARSEN. The kitchen nook is
next to the formal dining room. The deputies who entered the residence were positioned in
and around the kitchen and family room area. The deputies were focusing on the stairway
leading up to the second floor. SALCEDA heard a female subject, later identified as KARA
KNUTSON, yelling from upstairs that she wanted to die and that she wanted to kill herself,
SALCEDA and deputies started yelling at KNUTSON, identifying themselves as sheriff
deputies and for her to drop the gun. SALCEDA then heard another single gunshot, which he
believed came from the upstairs area. LARSEN was standing in front of SALCEDA, looking
toward the stairway. SALCEDA moved into the kitchen area behind the kitchen wall. From
this position, SALCEDA could no longer see the stairway.

SALCEDA heard KNUTSON come half way down the stairs two separate times. Each
time KNUTSON came down the stairs, deputies would order her to put down the gun. The
second time KNUTSON came down the stairs, SALCEDA saw CARROLL discharge a single
round from his handgun and shoot toward KNUTSON. SALCEDA heard deputies say that
KNUTSON had been shot. Following the shooting , KNUTSON again retreated back upstairs.

After CARROLL fired his weapon, SALCEDA relieved him at his position.

SALCEDA heard the deputies outside of the residence ordering KNUTSON to drop the gun.



ELLERMAN also began ordering KNUTSON to put the gun down and surrender. A short
time later, KNUTSON threw the handgun down the stairway and came sliding down the stairs
on her buttocks with her hands in the air. SALCEDA observed deputies approach KNUTSON
and take control of her by grabbing her arms. KNUTSON was escorted out of the residence
by the deputies.

After KNUTSON was escorted away, SALCEDA went upstairs with deputies to the
second floor where they conducted a safety check. Other than the damage in the master
bedroom, no one else was in the residence.

We concluded the interview at 0528 hours. The tape recording was placed in evidence

in the Orange County District Attorney’s Office tape file.
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