RE: KNUTSON, KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
O (OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING / NON FATAL / ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

BY: GARY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

PRESENT: BRIAN SUTTON, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MAY 6, 2003 0030-0600 HOURS

rocaton: |G
E FOREST CALIFORNIA

On May 6, 2003 at approximately 0005 hours, Orange County District Attorney
Supervising Investigator ED CONTRERAS contacted me regarding an Orange County
Sheriff’s Department officer involved shooting. The shooting occurred at -
O _ Lake Forest. CONTRERAS requested I respond to the scene and
assist with the investigation. I was teamed with Orange County Sheriff’s Department
Investigator BRIAN SUTTON and together we conducted the following audiotaped
interviews:

LAKE FOREST CALIFORNIA, 9263
o o

After a brief conversation with_ I determined she could possibly be

a witness to the shooting. I conducted an audiotaped interview with _ at

0221 hours. Refer to the individual interview report for details.



s
FORT LAUDERDALE FLORIDA, 33315

_lives in Fort Lauderdale Florida and was visiting_
at here residence at_Lakc Forest, when the incident occurred.
_was asleep in the downstairs living room on the couch when he heard
what he thought was glass breaking. It was the evening of May 5, 2003, but
_didn’t know the time when he heard the glass breaking. He heard -
-yelling for him to call the police. After hearing that, _retrieved

the telephone inside the residence and attempted to call the police, however the telephone

did not work. He decided to use his cellular telephone.

_opened the garage door and went outside in order to get better
cellular reception. When he got outside, he telephoned the police. While outside, he heard
one gunshot and approximately two minutes later, he heard two more gunshots. Another

minute passed and _heard one additional gunshot. He heard the gunshots

coming from inside the residence. Approximately one minute after hearing the last
gunshot, police officers arrived and told him to wait outside, _said he did
not see or hear anything else.

The original audiotaped recording will be placed in the Orange County District

Attorney’s Office tape file.

GARY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: JUNE 3, 2003
eC



SUBJECT:

BY:

KNUTSON., KARA LOUISE
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NONFATAL/
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

DINA MAUGER, INVESTIGATOR

S.A. #03-013

ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

On May 6, 2003, at approximately 0020 hours, I was contacted by Orange County

District Attorney Investigator ED CONTRERAS regarding an Orange County Sheriff’s

Department officer involved shooting that occurred at _m the city of

Lake Forest. CONTRERAS requested I respond to Mission Hospital located at 37700

Medical Center Road, in the city of Mission Viejo, and handle all investigative

responsibilities at that location. I arrived at the hospital at approximately 0145 hours.

Upon arrival I met with Orange County Sheriffs Deputy DAVE BERRY.

BERRY was handling security for KARA KNUTSON. KNUTSON was lying on a

gurney and was on a respirator. She had a gunshot wound to the right pelvis area and

bruising on both inner thighs and upper arms. On the table next to KNUTSON’s gurney

was a paper bag containing the following prescription medications that were prescribed to

a

Q

Q

CENESTIN
BEXTRA
ULTRACET
XENICAL

LISINOPRIL




o TRAZODONE
u TEMAZEPAM
o HYDROCODONE

According to BERRY, the prescription medications were given to paramedics by
an unknown deputy at_residence. The paramedics gave the medications
to hospital staff at Mission Hospital.

Hospital staff removed KNUTSON’s clothing a placed them in a paper bag. The

.clothing was given to BERRY, and he secured them in the trunk of his police unit.

At approximately 0200 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Forensic Specialist
BRETT DORETTI arrived at the hospital. DORETTI took photographs and collected the
following items of evidence:

u] _prescription medications

Q One pair of blue jeans

0 One blue sweatshirt

0 Gun shot residue kit #50293 collected from KNUTSON

At approximately 0400 hours, California Forensic Phlebotomist H. ARNOLD
arrived and drew blood from KNUTSON.

I conducted the following audiotape recorded interviews at Mission Hospital:

o DOCTOR THOMAS SHAVER

- (I



After completing the interviews, I responded to the Orange County Sheriff’s

Department Aliso Vigjo Sub-station and conducted the following audiotape recorded

interview:

o BRAD VALENTINE

DINA MAUGER
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: MAY 22, 2003
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; RE: KNUTSON, KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
(\* ) (OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NONFATAL/
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT
BY: EDWARD CONTRERAS, SUPERVISING INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
On May 8, 2003, at approximately 1730 hours, 1 conducted an audio taped
canvass for witnesses in reference to the officer involved shooting of KARA KNUTSON
by an Orange County Sheriff’s deputy on May 6, 2003. The area canvassed consisted of
the residences surrounding the incident location. The following is a listing of the

residences and occupants contacted during the canvass:

_ heard “a couple of shots”, sometime after 2300 hours. Later, a deputy

came to their door and told them not to come outside.

The_ did not hear or see anything associated with the shooting incident.

J



(NOT HOME)

The-heard gunshots during the incident, however they did not know how many

were fired.

The _did not see or hear anything associated with the shooting incident.

The-heard a helicopter flying over their residence after the incident occurred and

did not see or hear anything else associated with the incident,




The ]I did not see or hear anything associated with the incident.

O

| Thc- did not see or hear anything associated with the incident.

The audio tape was placed in evidence in the Orange County District Attomney’s

Office tape file.

//

EDWARD CONTRERAS
SUPERVISING INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: JUNE 3, 2003



RE: KNUTSON, KARA L. S. A . #03-013
O (OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NONFATAL/ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)

SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

BY: R.C. CHRISTENSEN. INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

On May 5, 2003, at 0030 hours, Orange County District Attorney’s Supervising Investigator
EDWARD CONTRERAS telephoned me at home. He advised there had been a nonfatal officer
involved shooting in the city of Lake Forest. He directed me to respond to the scene and assist in
the investigation of this incident.

At 0040 hours, I artived at the scene located at | RGN © city of Lake
Forest and awaited the arrival of other investigators to be involved in the investigation of this
O incident. At 0145 hours, all investigative personnel were briefed as to the. circumstances
- surrounding this incident by Orange County Sheriff’s Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN. I was
directed to team with Orange County Sheriff’s Investigator CRAIG JOHNSON and to supervise

the processing of the scene by Orange County Sheriffs Department forensic personnel.
Orange County Sheriff’s Department forensic personnel responsible for processing the scene

are listed below,

0 LAURIE CRUTCHFIELD Forensic Scientist Collection of evidence
o KELLIBROWN Forensic Specialist Measurements/Photographs
o BRETT DORETTI Forensic Specialist Scene Diagram

The scene is described as a two story structure located in a single family, residential

neighborhood consisting of two story residences on __is an

O east west roadway that intersects -on the east. This roadway does not connect with




any roadway on the west. Marked parking stalls are present in the center divider section of the
O roadway. Two story residential homes are present on the north and south sides of the street.

The residence bearing the address of _is located on the south side of
the street and faces north. The rear of the residence faces a fresh water lagoon. Attached to the
residence, on the north side of the structure is a garage approximately 20 feet wide. A single
roll-up electronically controlled garage door is present facing north. This garage door was open
upon my arrival. Inside the garage were two parked vehicles. On the east side of the garage
facing south was a gray Jaguar, bearing California license I On the west side of the
garage, facing south was a white Cadillac, bearing_

Outside of the garage and directly north of the Jaguar, a blood smear was present on the
concrete driveway. Inside of the garage in the southeast portion of the garage, a Maytag washer
and dryer was present. On the front of the washer, a blood smear that appeared to travel from

O south to north was present. A single entry door is located on the south wall of the garage
approximately 6 feet west of the east wall. This door allows access into the family room of the
residence.

In the driveway, outside of the garage, on the westernmost portion of the driveway, I
observed a blue Mazda Miata convertible parked facing south bearing California license

N

A white metal pedestrian gate is present at the northwest corner of the garage. This gate
faces north and opens inward, or in a southerly direction. It is constructed of vertical metal bars
and can be opened by key or electronically. A key was present in the locking mechanism on the
inside or south side of the gate. This gate was found in an open position.

A light fixture is present on the west wall of the garage south of the pedestrian gate. Upon

O



my arrival, this light was on.

A north south walkway is present along the west side of the structure leading from the
pedestrian gate to the main entry door and continues south to the rear yard patio. Two lighting
fixtures were present on the south side of the residence on the patio area. The light on the east
side of the patio was broken and unlit. The light on the west side of the patio was unbroken but
not lighted.

The raised porch at the main entry door is constructed of brick. The main entry door is
constructed of pak and has a large oval leaded glass window. The leaded glass portion was
broken out. The glass from this door was found inside the residence on the floor in the entry
area. A porch light is present at this door and was lighted upon my arrival.

Upon entering the residence through the pedestrian door from the garage I entered the family
room and observed one expended brass shell casing on the floor west of the garage entry door
and approximately one foot south of the west wall of the family room. A set of keys on a blue
aluminum clip was located on the bar against the east wall of the family room. These keys
belonged to KARA KNUTSON and contained keys for her car and residence. They were
released to Orange County Sheriff’s Investigator KEN HOFFMAN at 0240 hours. He used them
to conduct a welfare check at her residence located a_Lake Forest. These
keys were returned to their original location when HOFFMAN returned.

On the molding strip on the east side of the doorway that separates the family room from the
main entry to the residence, I observed a fresh chip in the wood, believed to have been caused by
the slide action of an automatic pistol.

On a built-in bookshelf located in the east portion of the family room I observed a stainless

steel Smith & Wesson 38 caliber revolver with black rubber grips, model # 64-4, serial



O

- This weapon had blood on it. It contained 3 expended cartridges and 3 live rounds.
All cartridges in the weapon had the head stamp of “FRONTIER 38 SPECIAL”. The live rounds
remaining in the weapon were fully jacketed hollow points. South of the family room is the main
entry door and the formal dining room area. I observed pieces of copper jacketing in both the
dining area and under the open stairway on the south side of the main entry.

On the south side of ;he main entry area are stairs leading to the second story. The stairs
travel south and upward a total of 6 steps to a landing. 6 more steps travel north and upwards to
the landing at the second floor. Both the stairs and the landings are carpeted. The wall on the
south side of the stairs is of red brick construction and is painted white. A bullet strike mark is
present on the brick wall approx 21/2 feet above the lower landing, This strike mark appeared to
contain blood. An additional strike mark was observed on the west wall approximately 4 feet
above the lower landing. It appeared to be a continuation from the lower strike mark on the brick
wall. Another bullet strike mark is present on the south wall approximately 10 feet above the
lower landing. A small amount of blood was present on the carpeted floor of the first landing.

A lead fragment was present on the 4" step leading to the landing on the second floor. A lead
fragment was present on the floor of the second landing at the south wall adjacent to the
baseboard. Also on the second landing was an opened pack of “KOOL” cigarettes and a “Bic”
butane cigarette lighter.

On the second floor there are two bedrooms located on the north side of the structure.
Windows are present on the north wall. Both bedrooms have single entry doors on the south
wall that were open upon my arrival. A full bathroom with a stall shower is present along east
wall of the structure and on the south side of the east bedroom wall.

The entire south side of the second story is comprised of the master bedroom, a walk-in




closet and 2 master bathroom. The master bathroom is located in the northeast portion of this
area. The walk-in closet is located in the southeast portion.

Inside the master bedroom door, on the east wall is a large dresser with a marble top and am
large mirror. Both the marble top and the mirror are broken. Blood was present on the mirror.

An eight-foot wide sliding glass door iks present on the east side of the south bedroom wall.
Plastic vertical blinds cover the sliding glass door. The glass installed in the sliding portion of
the door is broken due to a gunshot. One of the plastic blinds has a bullet hole in it that is at the
proper height to match the bullet hole in the glass, but had been pulled west of its original
location. Several of the blinds were tom loose and were lying on the floor between the bed and
the sliding glass door.

The bed occupies the southeast area of the bedroom. The bed was unmade. Blood was
present on the white sheets, pillowcases and on the east wall at the head of the bed. A bottle of
prescription medication (Mobic-7") was open on the nightstand. 9 pills of this medication were
on the floor below the nightstand.

One bullet hole was located in the ceiling above the bed, Attempts to recover this bullet were
discontinued for structural safety reasons.

A fireplace was present, located in the northwest comer of the bedroom. On the floor in
front of the fireplace was a broken table lamp and a “French Basics” wooden handled butcher
knife.

The master bathroom has two marble counter tops, one on the west wall and one on the north
wall. The counter on the north wall contains 2 sinks and matching faucets. A toilet is present at

the east end of the counter attached to the north wall. Blood was present on the toilet seat and in

the bowl. Blood was also present on the counter top attached to the north wall. A closed tube of




lipstick was present on the north counter top. A lipstick lid was belonging to a different tube of
lipstick was on the west counter top. The lipstick for this top was not located.

Writing was present on three mirrors in the master bedroom. The writing was in lipstick. On
the west facing mirror located on the wail between the walk-in closet and the bathroom was
written “WHY? COULDN’T YOU BE THERE FOR ME?” On the mirror above the counter
located on the north wall in the master bathroom above the double sinks was written “YOU ARE
THE LAST PERSON THAT WILL EVER HURT ME. I'M SORRY... I CAN 'T TAKE THAT
THE PAIN OF THIS LIFE. I’'M SORRY BABY” This was signed “KAWA”. On the mirror
above the counter top located on the west wall was written “I'M SORRY BABY YOU JUST
HURT ME SO MUCH”. On the counter top of the counter against the west bathroom wail was
written “I CAN’T TAKE IT”.

One of the drawers from the counter located on the north wall had been remox;ed and was
dumped on the bathroom floor. A purse and wallet were also on the floor.

Orange County Forensic Scientist LAURIE CRUTCHFIELD collected the following items
of evidence

0 One Smith & Wesson stainless steel 38 caliber revolver, serial # - containing 3
expended cartridges and 3 live rounds

0 One expended 9 mm cartridge case.

G Three pieces of broken mirror from the dresser in master bedroom.

@ One knife from the master bedroom.

g One lamp with blood from the master bedroom.

0 Bedding with blood from the bed in master bedroom.

@  One prescription pill bottle containing pills from the nightstand in master bedroom.

0 One tube of lipstick from the master bedroom.



O

a Five keys on key ring on blue aluminum clib from the bar in the family room.
2 One plastic vertical blind with bullet hole from the master bedroom.
0 Three bullet core fragments.

Q Three pieces of bullet jacketing.

At 0520 hours, _from West Coast Towing Service arrived and towed

a 1999 Mazda bearing California Iicense-to the Orange County Sheriff’s Department

inside storage area.

The scene was secured at 0735 hours, May 6, 2003.

e .
R. C. CHRISTENSEN, INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: May 8, 2003
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RE: KNUTSON, KARA LOUISE S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/ NON-FATAL/ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)
SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

BY: E.BERAKOVICH, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

On May 6, 2003, at 0025 hours, Orange County District Attorney Supervising
Investigator EDWARD CONTRERAS contacted me at home. He requested I respond to
_ Lake Forest, to assist in the investigation of an officer involved
shooting. The shooting involved deputies from the Orange County Sheriff’s Department,
larrived at the scene at 0120 hours. The scene was cordoned off with crime scene tape
and secured by Orange County Sheriff Department Deputies. I met with Orange County
Sheriff’s Department Investigators. After several minutes, CONTRERAS and several Orange
County District Attorney Investigators arrived on the scene. We were all briefed by Orange
County Sheriff’s Department Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN, regarding the circumstances
surrounding the incident. After the briefing, CONTRERAS assigned me respond to the
Orange County Sheriff’s Department, Aliso Viejo Station to conduct witness interviews.
Orange County Sheriff’s Department Investigator DAN SALCEDO was assigned to assist me.
At the Orange County Sheriff’s Department Aliso Viejo Station we conducted the

following audio tape recorded interviews:




» Orange County Sheriff’s Department Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN
e Orange County Sheriff’s Department Deputy Sheriff STANLEY BLASZAK
¢ Orange County Sheriff’s Department Deputy Sheriff ALEJANDRO SALCEDA.

Refer to interview report for details.

R/

E. BERAKOVICH
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: MAY 7, 2003 -
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RE: KNUTSON, KARA S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING / NON FATAL / ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARMENT)

SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

BY: BRUCE NUCKOLLS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

On May 08, 2003, at approximately 1730 hours, I conducted a canvass in the

_ Lake Forest, regarding an Orange County Sheriff’s
Department officer involved shooting, which occurred on May 06, 2003 at_

-Lake Forest. I was teamed with Orange County District Attorey Investigator RANDY
LITWIN.

Ikept continuous audio tape recordings of the canvass. The audio tape recordings were

placed into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s tape file.

Heard police yelling, “lady put gun down”. Also heard three shots.

Heard nothing.

Lake Forest [

Heard three to four shots, but didn’t see anything.

®
-Lake Fores. I

Not home at the time of the incident.




Y

®
_Lake Fores: I

Heard some sort of noise, didn’t sound like gunshots. Heard yelling and screaming,

“Kara come out of there”.

A
2, /A
BRUCE CKOLLS
INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: AUGUST 11, 2003
ec_¥. &






