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PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION

On May 06, 2003, at approximately 0015 hours, I was contacted by Orange County
District Attorney Supervising Investigator ED CONTRERAS regarding an Orange County
Sheriff’s Department officer involved shooting, which occurred at_n
the city of Lake Forest. CONTRERAS assigned me as the case investigator and directed me to
the scene.

I arrived at the location and met with Orange County District Attorney Investigators
RICK CHRISTENSEN, ED BERAKOVICH and GARY HENDRICKS, who were assigned to

assist in the investigation. Orange County District Attorney Investigator DINA MAUGER



responded directly to Mission Hospital, located at 27700 Medical Center Road, Mission Viejo
to handle the investigation responsibilities at that location. I also met with Orange County
Sheriff’s Department (OCSD) Investigators DENNIS BURKE, GARY JONES, CRAIG
JOHNSON, DAN SALCEDO and BRTIAN SUTTON. Orange County Sheriff’s Department
Investigator DENNIS BURKE was assigned as the case agent.

At approximately 0145 hours, OCSD Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN conducted a
briefing on the known circumstances surrounding the incident. I learned the following:

On May 05, 2003, at approximately 2303 hours, OCSD Deputies were dispatched to

_n the city of Lake Forest, to investigate two “911 calls” recetved
from inside the house. Both calls came from _who advised that a

female, later identified as KARA KNUTSON, broke into the residence through the front door
window and went upstairs into the bedroom. _also advised she heard gunshots
coming from the upstairs bedroom. OCSD Deputies arrived and KNUTSON came downstairs
with a gun in her hand. KNUTSON fired one round and OCSD Deputy AUBREY CARROLL
fired one round, striking KNUTSON in the hip. KNUTSON barricaded herself in an upstairs
bedroom and was later taken into custody after she surrendered.

CONTRERAS directed Orange County District Attorney Investigator RICK
CHRISTENSEN to team with Orange County Sheriff’s Investigator CRAIG JOHNSON to
supervise the processing of the scene by Orange County Sheriff’s Department forensic
personnel.

Orange County Sheriff’s Department forensic personnel responsible for processing the

scene are listed below.




O

o LAURIE CRUTCHFIELD Forensic Scientist Collection of evidence

o KELLIBROWN Forensic Specialist Measurements/Photographs

a BRETT DORETTI Forensic Specialist Scene Diagram

CONTRERAS directed BERAKOVICH, SALCEDO, HENDRICKS, SUTTON, and I
to conduct officer and witness interviews.

May 08, 2003, at approximately 1730 hours, CONTRERAS, LITWIN and I conducted
a canvass of the area for potential witnesses.

At approximately 0230 hours, I left the scene and drove to the Orange County Sheriff’s
Depariment Aliso Viejo Station, located at 11 Journey, Aliso Viejo, to conduct officer
interviews.

INITIAL SCENE INVESTIGATION/EVIDENCE COLLECTION

The scene is described as a two-story structure located in a single family, residential
neighborhood consisting of two story residences o__s an
east west roadway that intersects _on the east. This roadway does not connect
with any roadway on the west. Marked parking stalls are present in the center divider section
of the roadway. Two story residential homes are present on the north and south sides of the
street.

The residence bearing the address of ||| G (ocated on the south side
of the street and faces north. The rear of the residence faces a fresh water lagoon. Attached to
the residence, on the north side of the structure is a garage approximately 20 feet wide. A
single roll-up electronically controlled garage door is present facing north. This garage door

was open upon the arrival of investigators. Inside the garage were two parked vehicles. On
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the east side of the garage facing south was a gray Jaguar, bearing California Iicense-
On the west side of the garage, facing south was a white Cadillac, bearing -licensc
I

Outside of the garage and directly north of the Jaguar, a blood smear was present on the
concrete driveway. Inside of the garage in the southeast portion, 2 Maytag washer and dryer
were present. On the front of the washer, a blood smear that appeared to travel from south to
north was present. A single entry door is located on the south wall of the garage
approximately 6 feet west of the east wall. This door allows access into the family room of the
residence.

In the driveway, outside of the garage, on the westernmost portion of the driveway, a blue
Mazda Miata convertible was parked facing south, bearing California Iicense_

A white metal pedestrian gate is present at the northwest comner of the garage. This gate
faces north and opens inward, or in a southerly direction. It is constructed of vertical metal
bars and can be opened by key or electronically. A key was present in the locking mechanism
on the inside or south side of the gate. This gate was found in an open position.

A light fixture is present on the west wall of the garage south of the pedestrian gate. This
light was on. |

A mnorth south walkway is present along the west side of the structure leading from the
pedestrian gate to the main entry door and continues south to the rear yard patio. Two lighting
fixtures were present on the south side of the residence on the patio area. The light on the east
side of the patio was broken and unlit. The light on the west side of the patio was intact and

not lit.
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The raised porch at the main entry door is constructed of brick. The main entry door is
constructed of oak and has a large oval leaded glass window. The leaded glass portion was
broken out. The glass from this door was found inside the residence on the floor in the entry
area. A porch light is present at this door and was lit.

There was one expended brass shell casing on the floor west of the garage entry door and
approximately one foot south of the west wall of the family room. A set of keys on a biue
aluminum clip was located on the bar against the east wall of the family room. These keys
belonged to KARA KNUTSON and contained keys for her car and residence. They were
released to Orange County Sheriff’s Investigator KEN HOFFMAN at 0240 hours. He used
them to conduct a welfare check at her residence located at_Lake
Forest. These keys were returned to their original location when HOFFMAN returned.

On the molding strip on the east side of the doorway that separates the family room from
the main entry to the residence, there was a fresh chip in the wood, believed to have been
caused by the slide action of an automatic pistol.

On a built-in bookshelf located in the east portion of the family room there was a stainless
steel Smith & Wesson 38 caliber revolver with black rubber grips, model # 64-4, serial
_ This weapon had blood on it. It contained 3 expended cartridges and 3 live
rounds. All cartridges in the weapon had the head stamp of “FRONTIER 38 SPECIAL”. The
live rounds remaining in the weapon were fully jacketed hollow points. South of the family
room is the main entry door and the formal dining room area. There were pieces of copper

jacketing in both the dining area and under the open stairway on the south side of the main

entry.
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On the south side of the main entry area are stairs leading to the second story. The stairs
travel south and upward a total of 6 steps to a landing, 6 more steps travel north and upwards
to the landing at the second floor. Both the stairs and the landings are carpeted. The wall on
the south side of the stairs is of red brick construction and is painted white. A bullet strike
mark is present on the brick wall approximately 2 1/2 feet above the lower landing. This strike
mark appeared to contain blood. An additional strike mark was observed on the west wall
approximately 4 feet above the lower landing. It appeared to be a continuation from the lower
strike mark on the brick wall. Another bullet strike mark was present on the south wall
approximately 10 feet above the lower landing. A small amount of blood was present on the
carpeted floor of the first landing.

A lead fragment was present on the 4™ step leading to the landing on the second floor. A
lead fragment was present on the floor of the second landing at the south wall adjacent to the
baseboard. Also on the second landing was an opened pack of “KOOL” cigarettes and a
“Bic” butane cigarette lighter.

On the second floor there are two bedrooms located on the north side of the structure.
Windows are present on the north wall. Both bedrooms have single entry doors on the south
wall that were open. A full bathroom with a stall shower is present along east wall of the
structure and on the south side of the east bedroom wall.

The entire south side of the second story is comprised of the master bedroom, a walk-in
closet and a master bathroom. The master bathroom is located in the northeast portion of this
area. The walk-in closet is located in the southeast portion.

Inside the master bedroom door, on the east wallis a large dresser with a marble topanda




large mirror. Both the marble top and the mirror were broken. Blood was present on the
mirror.

An eight-foot wide sliding glass door is present on the east side of the south bedroom wall.
Plastic vertical blinds cover the sliding glass door. The glass installed in the sliding portion of
the door was broken due to a gunshot. One of the plastic blinds had a bullet hole in it that was
at the proper height to match the bullet hole in the glass, but had been pulled west of its
original location. Several of the blinds were torn loose and were lying on the floor between
the bed and the sliding glass door.

The bed occupies the southeast area of the bedroom. The bed was unmade. Blood was
present on the white sheets, pillowcases and on the east wall at the head of the bed. A bottle of
prescription medication (Mobic-7") was open on the nightstand. Nine pills of this medication
were on the floor below the nightstand.

One bullet hole was located in the ceiling above the bed. Attempts to recover this bullet
were discontinued for structural safety reasons.

A fireplace was present, located in the northwest corner of the bedroom. On the floor in
front of the fireplace was a broken table lamp and a “French Basics” wooden handled butcher
knife.

The master bathroom has two marble counter tops, one on the west wall and one on the
north wall. The counter on the north wall contains 2 sinks and matching faucets. A toilet is
present at the east end of the counter attached to the north wall. Blood was present on the
toilet seat and in the bowl. Blood was also present on the counter top attached to the north

wall. A closed tube of lipstick was present on the north counter top. A lipstick lid belonging



to a different tube of lipstick was on the west counter top. The lipstick for this top was not
located.

Writing was present on three mirrors in the master bedroom. The writing was in lipstick.
On the west facing mirror located on the wall between the walk-in closet and the bathroom
was written “WHY? COULDN’T YOU BE THERE FOR ME?” On the mirror above the
counter located on the north wall in the master bathroom above the double sinks was written
“YOU ARE THE LAST PERSON THAT WILL EVER HURT ME. ’'M SORRY...ICAN’T
TAKE THAT THE PAIN OF THIS LIFE. I'M SORRY BABY” This was signed “KAWA”.
On the mirror above the counter top located on the west wall was written “I'M SORRY BABY
YOU JUST HURT M'E SO MUCH”. On the counter top of the counter against the west
bathroom wall was written “I CAN’T TAKE IT™.

One of the drawers from the counter located on the north wall had been removed and was
dumped on the bathroom floor. A purse and wallet were also on the floor.

Orange County Forensic Scientist LAURIE CRUTCHFIELD collected the following items

of evidence:

0 One Smith & Wesson stainless steel 38 caliber revolver, serial - containing
3 expended cartridges and 3 live rounds

@ One expended 9 mm cartridge casing.

O Three pieces of broken mirror from the dresser in master bedroom. -
0 One knife from the master bedroom.

g One lamp with blood from the master bedroom.

0 Bedding with blood from the bed in master bedroom.
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One prescription pill bottle containing pills from the nightstand in master bedroom.
One tube of lipstick from the master bedroom.

Five keys on key ring on blue aluminum clip from the bar in the family room.

One plastic vertical blind with a bullet hole from the master bedroom.

Three bullet core fragments.

Three pieces of bullet jacketing,

On May 06, 2003, at approximately 0055 hours, Orange County Forensic Specialist

BRETT DORETTI collected the following at the OCSD South Substation from CARROLL.

GSR kit #50300

One Smith and Wesson Model 5904 pistol Serial _
One cartridge from the chamber of the pistol

One magazine from the pistol with 14 cartridges loaded in it

Two magazines from his duty belt with 15 cartridges in each

DORETTI also took eight photographs of CARROLL. DORETTI then responded to

Mission Community Hospital in Mission Viejo. DORETTI took KNUTSON’s blue jeans with

blood on them and nine bottles of medications brought to the hospital by paramedics.

DORETTI took sixteen photographs of KNUTSON. DORETTI placed all of the above items

into evidence.

At 0520 hours, MICHAEL MARTINEZ from West Coast Towing Service arrived and

towed a 1999 Mazda bearing California license -o the Orange County Sheriff’s

Department inside storage area.
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The scene was secured on May 6, 2003, at 0735 hours,

INTERVIEWS

I conducted the following audio tape recorded interviews:

May 06, 2003 Deputy AUBREY CARROLL

May 06, 2003 Deputy ERIC LARSEN

May 07, 2003 KARA KNUTSON

May 08, 2003 Firefighter / Paramedic GREG KONISHI

Orange County District Attorney Investigator DINA MAUGER conducted the following

audio tape recorded interviews:

May 06, 2003 Deputy BRAD VALENTINE
May 06, 2003,
May 06, 2003, Doctor THOMAS SHAVER

Orange County District Attorney Investigator ED BERAKOVICH conducted the following

audio tape recorded interviews:

May 06, 2003 Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN

May 06, 2003 Deputy ALEJANDRO SALCEDA

May 06, 2003 Deputy STANLEY BLASZAK

Orange County District Attorney Investigator GARY HENDRICKS conducted the

following audio tape recorded interviews:

may 06, 2003, [

May o5, 2003, |




SUMMARY OF EVENTS

During the course of this investigation, thirteen (13) interviews were conducted. After
reviewing officer and witness statements, Orange County Sheriff’s Depariment reports, Orange
County Fire Department reports, Orange County Sheriff Forensic laboratory and identification
reports, incident scene photographs, audio and video tapes, and other relevant reports and

materials, the following summary of events was developed as a result of my investigation.

KARA KNUTSON and [ <1001 tachers o NN
According to—she and KNUTSON have been close friends
for two years. KNUTSON has romantic feelings fo_ howeve_

does not have the same feelings for KNUTSON. KNUTSON had recently become jealous

because she thought _ and — a long time friend, had

become romantically involved.

According t_ a friend of KNUTSON, KNUTSON had a romantic
relationship with _ for approximately one and a half years until it ended
sometime in the beginning of January 2003. _and KNUTSON commuted to
school together everyday. Even though their relationship was over, they continued to carpool
together and continued seeing each other occasionally.

KNUTSON was upset over the break up. Approximately three times over the past few

months, KNUTSON told -that life was not worth living, -thought

KNUTSON felt this way because of the numerous problems she has had throughout her life,

including her failed relationship with [ ] Or one occasion, KNUTSON told
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I <1 v2nicd to 2o o N ouse, and “end it alt” to show [ EGNG

how much she hurt her.

Sometime during the last week of April 2003, KNUTSON told [ llsbc ol
B (o a0 argument because of the romantic relationship between| |
and_ KNUTSON was very angry a_and thought she was lying

about the extent of the relationship.

KNUTSON went t_house and climbed over a fence to enter her yard,
which resulted in bruises on her legs from climbing the fence. KNUTSON broke into -
I ouse and an argument ensued between KNUTSON and ||
- grabbed KNUTSON by the arm and tried to force her out of the house, causing
bruising on KNUTSON’s am. After KNUTSON lef: || | rovse. sve ol [N

about the incident.

On Monday, May 5, 2003,-vent to KNUTSON’s home for dinner. -
arrived at approximately 1900 hours and realized KNUTSON had been drinking. KNUTSON
seemed to be depressed and was making statements such as “life isn’t worth living,” and “I’m
going to do it.” ‘

B i< to console KNUTSON and make her feel better, however KNUTSON
became increasingly upset because || 24 not called her on the telephone.

At approximately 2145 hours, KNUTSON called_and they argued about
. _ At approximately 2200 hours, KNUTSON hung up the phone, however
_called her back, and they continued arguing over the telephone,

Sometime between 2230 and 2300 hours, KNUTSON called | I zin 20d
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O had a brief conversation. KNUTSON became upset and told [ J R she was going to
drive to ||l oovse and kil herself. KNUTSON had threatened to kil herself on
two occasions over the last two weeks, but nothing ever happened so _hung up
the phone.

At approximately 2300 hours, KNUTSON went to_house, knocked and
banged on_ front door and asked to be let in. _told KNUTSON
she wasn’t going to let her in.

Using her hand, KNUTSON broke the glass area of the front door, reached into the
broken window, and unlocked the door. KNUTSON opened the door and ran pa‘ssed-

I » it stairs and into || <dccom. ! owed behind

KNUTSON. Once inside the bedroom, KNUTSON closed and locked the bedroom door,
O locking-utside of her bedroom.

According to_KNUTSON retrieved her handgun from the drawer of the
nightstand inside her bedroom. _believed she heard a gunshot, however, this
investigation found no evidence that KNUTSON fired a gunshot at this time. This sound could
be attributed to items being broken inside the bedroom by KNUTSON.

At approximately 2302 hours_called 911 onher portable telephone, and

walked downstairs, but failed to contact a dispatcher.

B o< B - 010 him to call the police as well.
B - outside and called the police on his cellular phone.
At approximately 2304 hours,_called 911 emergency again and told the
dispatcher that KNUTSON broke into her house, ran upstairs into her bedroom where she
@
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keeps a gun, and heard a gunshot. Whﬂe_was on the phone with the dispatcher,
KINUTSON fired an additional round from the handgun, which was heard by the dispatcher
over the telephone.

At approximately 2305 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Dispatch Center

dispatched the following Orange County Sheriff’s Deputies to a “shots fired” call at-

_ in the city of Lake Forest:

¢ Deputy AUBREY CARROLL
e Deputy ERIC LARSEN
¢ Deputy ALEJANDRO SALCEDA
e Deputy BRAD VALENTINE
e Deputy Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN
¢ Deputy STANLEY BLASZAK
At approximately 2306 hours, OCSD Dispatch Center updated the responding deputies
that KNUTSON was armed with a .38 caliber handgun and stating that she wanted to kill
herself. These statements could be heard in the background of the “911 call.”
At approximately 2307 hours, the above deputies arrived at the residence. They parked

their police vehicles in the street just northeast of the residence. _was standing

in the middle of the street, pointing toward the residence.

CARROLL, LARSEN and SALCEDA approached the residence and contacted-

_in the garage, prior to entering the residence. _told the deputies,

KNUTSON was upstairs armed with a gun. -old the deputies to be careful and

asked them not to shoot her.
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As CARROLL, LARSEN, SALCEDA, BLASZAK, VALENTINE and ELLERMAN
entered the residence through the garage door, which leads into the family room, KNUTSdN
fired a second gunshot, which was heard by the deputies.

ELLERMAN and CARROLL took a tactical position on the right side of the kitchen,
facing toward the staircase. LARSEN and SALCEDA took a tactical position on the left side
of the kitchen near the kitchen nook, area facing toward the staircase. BLASZAK was
positioned behind ELLERMAN. VALENTINE took a position in the kitchen.

As the deputies were taking their tactical positions, KNUTSON was upstairs breaking
glass and smashing furniture. KINUTSON was yelling and screaming that she wanted to die,
her life was over and she wanted deputies to kill her.

The deputies began yelling upstairs to KNUTSON, identifying themselves as Deputy
Sheriff’s and for her to put the gun down.

After several minutes of yelling and screaming, KNUTSON began walking down the
stairway to where the deputies were positioned. As KNUTSON reached halfway down the
stairway to the landing portion, she stopped. The stairway was divided into two sections; the
middle portion was a landing. KNUTSON had a handgun in her right hand with the barrel
pointed down at her side. KNUTSON then raised the handgun and pointed it at CARROLL
and ELLERMAN, who simultaneously and repeatedly yelied at KNUTSON to drop the gun.

KNUTSON also pointed the handgun at the other deputies several times as well as at
her own head. KNUTSON stated, “come on and shoot me”, “why don’t you shoot me. You
know I wanna die.”

As KNUTSON was pointing the gun, she repeated she wanted to die and for the
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deputies to kill her. CARROLL had his handgun drawn and pointed the barrel at KNUTSON.

ELLERMAN could not remove his handgun, because CARROLL was standing in front of
him with his handgun pressed up against the door jam and pointed at KNUTSON. KNUTSON
appeared very agitated and upset, while pointing the barrel of the handgun directly at
CARROLL and ELLERMAN.

At approximately 2310 hours, KNUTSON went halfway back up the stairway and fired
a round at the fireplace. The deputies continually yelled at KNUTSON to drop the gun.
KNUTSON went back down the stairway to the landing area and pointed the gun at
CARROLL. CARROLL fired one round from his handgun, striking KNUTSON in the right
hip, causing her to immediately fall to the ground on her buttocks.

After a couple of seconds, KNUTSON got up and went up the stairway and returned to
the bedroom. The deputies announced that KNUTSON had been shot. KNUTSON continued
to break glass in the upstairs bedroom and make statements that she wanted to die.

BLASZAK attempted to persuade KNUTSON to surrender from the rear yard of the
residence, while KNUTSON was in the upstairs bedroom.

At approximately 2314 hours, the Orange County Fire Authority arrived and staged
approximately one block from the residence.

At approximately 2339 hours, ELLERMAN began conversing with KNUTSON trying
to convince her to throw the gun down to them. As the conversation continued, ELLERMAN
could tell KNUTSON’s demeanor became calmer.

At approximately 2351 hours, KNUTSON threw the revolver down the stairway onto

the stairway landing area. Orange County Deputy Sheriff ANGALICI, a S.W.A.T. member,
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who had entered the house after the shooting, retrieved the revolver from the landing.

A short time later, KNUTSON came sliding down the stairway on her buttocks onto
the landing area. ELLERMAN approached KNUTSON, and grabbed one arm, while
CARROLL came up to assist and grabbed the other arm. They escorted KNUTSON out of the
residence through the garage to the driveway, where Orange County Fire Authority were
waiting.

At approximately 2351 hours, Orange County Firefighter / Paramedic GREG KONISHI
contacted KNUTSON, who was lying on the driveway. KNUTSON had blood on her blouse
and pants and a large stain of blood on her buttocks. She was lethargic, had an odor of alcohol
on her breath, her speech was shurred and she did not answer any of the paramedics questions.
She had a bullet entry wound on her right hip and an exit wound on the right buttocks. She
also had some bruising on her arm and some scratches on her left wrist that may have been
made with a semi-sharp object.

On May 06, 2003, at approximately 0006 hours, Orange County Firefighter / Paramedics
transported KNUTSON to Mission Hospital.

At approximately 0021 hours, they arrived at Mission Hospital and released KNUTSON
to emergency medical staff.

KNUTSON was arrested by the Orange County Sheriff’s Department for 245 (d)(1) of the

California Penal Code (Assault with a firearm on police officer).

EVIDENCE ANALYSIS

On May 09, 2003, at approximately 1300 hours, Orange County Forensic Specialist
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GARY JACKSON took seventeen aerial color photographs of the scene.

On May 15, 2003, Orange County Forensic Specialist KELLI SMITH collected swabs
from the grips of the Smith and Wesson revolver (- and placed them into evidence.
SMITH also collected blood swabs from the right and left sides of the revolver and the interior
and exterior of the trigger guard on the revolver and placed them into evidence. White fibers
near the muzzle of the revolver were collected and placed into evidence. One area of ridge
detail was recovered from the cylinder of the revolver and submitted for comparison to
KNUTSON.

On May 15, 2003, Orange County Forensic Technician MICHAEL GILBERT prepared a
dried stain from a blood standard from CARROLL and stored it frozen should genetic typing
be necessary.

On May 23, 2003, Orange County Forensic Scientist HELENE JENSEN analyzed
CARROLL’s blood for the presence of common drugs of abuse. The test results showed
negative for common drugs of abuse.

On June 03, 2003, Orange County Forensic Scientist LYNN HOWARD and RICHARD
PATRON analyzed CARROLL’s blood for the presence of alcohol. The test resulted showed
0.000 for alcohol in CARROLL’s blood.

On June 03, 2003, Orange County Forensic Scientist LYNN HOWARD and RICHARD
PATRON analyzed KNUTSON’s blood for the presence of alcohol. The test resulted showed
0.036 for alcohol in KNUTSON’s blood.

On June 06, 2003, Orange County Forensic Scientist DEBRA ECK and JAN

DEGGENDORF analyzed KNUTSON’s blood for thé presence of common drugs of abuse.
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The test results showed positive for opiates.

On June 25, 2003, Orange County Forensic Scientist RUTH IKEDA recovered human
DNA from the bullet fragments recovered from the scene. The DNA was stored frozen in the
laboratory for possible future typing.

On July 06, 2003 Orange County Forensic Specialist ERIC NELSON compared the latent
print obtained by SMITH from the revolver with the Orange County Sheriff’s Department
exemplar fingerprints of KNUTSON, which yielded inconclusive results due to poor exemplar
quality.

On July 11, 2003, Forensic Scientist LAURIE CRUTCHFIELD conducted the following
firearm / projectile analysis:

The cartridge case from the family room was identified as having been fired in the Smith

and Wesson pistol # | fDepuvty CARROLL).

The copper bullet jacket from the dining room was identified as having been fired from
the Smith and Wesson revolver #-

The partial bullet from under the staircase and the bullet jacket fragment from the dining
room are consistent with having come from a single bullet.

The partial bullet and the bullet jacket fragment were microscopically compared to test
fires from the Smith and Wesson pistol _with inconclusive results. Although the
partial bullet and bullet jacket fragment are similar in style to the ammunition found in the
Smith and Wesson pistol, these item could neither be identified as nor eliminated from having

been fired from the pistol.

The Smith and Wesson model 64-4 revolver was received with an unloaded six cartridge
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capacity cylinder. Packaged with the revolver were three fired castridge casings and three

Oy

unfired cartridges. All were Frontier brand .38 Special caliber. The three cartridges each had
a copper jacketed hollow point bullet. Apparent blood was observed on the exterior barrel,
cylinder, and frame. CRUTCHFIELD collected a sample from the cylinder and packaged it
separately should further analysis become necessary. A cleaning patch was passed through the
barrel of the revolver and firing related residues were retained. The revolver was tested for
function and safety and the revolver operated without malfunction. The revolver was cocked
and then impacted tested. Although the hammer would fall when struck on the rear of the
frame, it would not fire a primed cartridge case. The revolver is equipped with a functional
hammer block safety device. Trigger pulls measured approximately 3 to 3 % pounds single

action and approximately 9 % pounds double action.

O

The Smith and Wesson, model 5904, 9mm Luger caliber semi-automatic pistol was
received unloaded. Packaged with the pistol were three'loaded fourteen cartridge capacity
magazines and one coin envelope labeled as containing a cartridge from the chamber. Two of
the magazines were loaded with fifteen cartridges each and the third was loaded with fourteen
cartridges. All of the cartridges were Winchester brand 9mm Luger caliber and each had a
Black Talon style bullet. CRUTCHFIELD passed a cleaning patch through the barrel of the
pistol and firing related residues were retained. The pistol was tested for function and safety
and operated without malfunction. The pistol was cocked and then impact tested. Atno time
did the hammer fall without direct trigger pressure. Trigger pulls measured approximately 6 %

pounds single action and approximately 11 % pounds double action.

Gunpowder patterning targets were generated for the Smith and Wesson pistol (.

A
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¢ et tho distances of contact, 7, 127, 247, 367, 487 and 60", Soot was observed on the
contact, 6" and 12” targets. Partially burned gunpowder kernels were observed on the 67, 127,

247, 36”, 48” and 60” targets although only four loosely adhering gunpowder kernels were

~  observed on the 60” target.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

KNUTSON had no criminal history.

3 2

BRUCE NUCKOLLS
INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: AUGUST 29, 2003
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