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. Teacher, 32, shot in police' -
standoff at Lake Forest house

~ By GREG mmpes'rv
and JOHN McDONALD

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER.
S Lo

The shots rang oub around.
11 p.m. Monday, rousing nelgh-
bors in the waterfront commu-
nity of Lake Forest Keys
sun-dappled enclave of sal[—
boats and luxury cars.» - %

After the. noisy stardoff
ended about an hour Iater,
32-year-old teacher was in the
hospital - Wounded in the hip
by a-sheriff’s depitty, allegedly
after she fired at députies in a
Lake Forest home. The depu-
ties were not injured:

“I never could imagine this,”
said,neighbor Robert Philpdtt,

_ 23, who watched the incident

unfold from his. bedroom
across the streef. “Stuff like’
this doesn't happen around
here.” .

Authorities Tuesday booked
Kara Louise Knutson ‘into
Orangq County Jail on suspi-
cion of assaulting 4 police offi-
cer with a firearm and llegally
discharging a firearm - both

felonies. ' 4
Knutson was scheduled -to
appear in court today for a bail
- hearmg z
"She has no prior criminal
record in Orange County. Au-
thorltxes did not disclose
” where Knutson works.
++ Knutson “deﬁmtely” was

o~ under the influence of alcohol

and possibly under the. mﬂu—
eiice ~ of drugs during’ the
standoff, sheriff's spokesman
Jim Amormino said. |

“Tn say ‘this: Her behawor
was certamly extremely bi-
zarre,” he sazd

The shooting is-being in-
" vestigated. by "the Orange
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice, Whlch is routme in cages

of shootmgs mvolvlng pohcel

officers.

It was unclear what Kmiat-
son’s relationship was to the
owners of the houseé, but neigh-
bors said she had been staying
there for a few months ’

Authorities are conducting,
tomcologxcal‘tests to see if
drugs were in Knutson’s sys-

tem, Amormino said. ‘
The incident began with a

‘call to 911 of shots being fired.

Two deputies arrived, entered *
the house and found Knutson
s‘tandmg on the stairs with a
gun in her hand; Amormmo
said. "

The teacher is alleged to
have fired at deputies, and one
deputy retuined ﬁre, h1ttmg
her in the hip. s i

Knutson fled to an upstaxrs
bedroom and police ¢ordoned
off the ares, asking resxdcnts
to ‘évactiate adjoining homes.
About a.dozen deputies and a
hehcopter responded. -

“I heard *a woman in the
house Scream, ‘Don't. shoot
he¥! Doi’t shoot her! She's a
schoolteacher!’ ¥ Philpott said.

Knutson was asked to throw »
the gun down the stairs, and
eventually she cornphed R
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