RE: EKNUTSON, KARA LOQUISE S.A. #03-013
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/NONFATAL/
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT)
INTERVIEW OF: ERIC LARSEN, DEPUTY
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
ALISO VIEJO SUB STATION

BY: BRUCE NUCKOLLS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: DENNIS BURKE, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MAY 6, 2003 0432 - 0512 HOURS
LOCATION: ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
ALISO VIEJO SUB STATION

On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview of Deputy
ERIC LARSEN in reference to an Orange County Sheriff’s Department officer involved
shooting. Prior to the interview, I ascertained from LARSEN that he was not ordered to
give a statement and that his statement was free and voluntary. The following is a
summary of the inferview.

LARSEN is an Orange County Sheriff’s Department Deputy in training at the
Aliso Viejo Substation assigned to the patrol division.

On May 06, 2003, LARSEN was working patrol, assigned to the Lake Forest area
with his training deputy, AUBREY CARROLL. LARSEN was wearing his police
uniform, driving a marked black and white police vehicle, at the time of the incident.

LARSEN and CARROLL were at the Community Policing Center (CPC), located
at 23701 El Toro Road Suite B, Lake Forest, writing reports when the call for service was

dispatched.
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At 2305 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Dispatch Center called the
CPC and dispatched LARSEN and CARROLL to a “911 hang up” | | | | | | }JJE
- Lake Forest. They were advised the informant was a female by the name of
B - avother female heard yelling in the background.

As LARSEN and CARROLL were leaving the CPC, they were updated by the
dispatch center that two gunshots were heard and they should respond, “code three”
(lights and siren) to the location.

LARSEN and CARROLL left the CPC in their police vehicle, followed by
Orange County Sergeant STEVE ELLERMAN and Orange County Deputy
ALEJANDRO SALCEDA.

LARSEN and CARROLL responded to the location “code three.” Upon arrival,
they parked approximately thirty yards away from the residence, on the same side of the
street. An older man, approximately sixty-five years old was standing in the middle of the
street pointing toward the residence, located at_

LARSEN and CARROLL where the first deputies to approach the residence and
noticed the garage door of the residence was open. _was falking on a cell
phone or cordless phone near the doorway that leads from the garage into the residence.
- told the deputies to be carefil because she didn’t know what she, later
identified as KARA KNUTSON, was going to do.

As LARSEN and CARROLL were entering the residence through the garage
door, they heard a female yelling and screaming and what sounded like two gunshots
coming from the inside of the residence.

CARROLL took a position on the right side of the kitchen and LARSEN took a




position on the left side of the kitchen, which gave them a view of the stairway. They
could hear screaming coming from the upstairs. LARSEN drew his handgun and
KNUTSON immediately ran halfway down the stairs onto the landing. KNUTSON was
frantic, crying and screaming and stated, “just kill me, go ahead and kill me.”

KNUTSON held a silver revolver handgun in her right hand and pointed it at her
head. KNUTSON saw LARSEN and then pointed the gun at him. LARSEN remained
behind the wall for protection. LARSEN looked out several times from behind the wall
and saw KNUTSON point the gun at her head, him and the other deputies. KNUTSON
appeared to be aiming the gun at the deputies as she pointed it at them. KNUTSON
pointed the gun at LARSEN and the other deputies on the other side of the kitchen wall
approximately three times. ELLERMAN was also present, but LARSEN did not know
where he was standing.

At one point, KNUTSON pointed the gun at LARSEN and he ducked back behind
the wall for cover and then he heard one gunshot, which came from KNUTSON,
LARSEN did not know whom KNUTSON shot at. LARSEN watched KNUTSON as she
stood on the landing, when he heard another shot fired. LARSEN saw the bullet hit
KNUTSON, which caused her to slump down onto the landing and sit on her buttocks.
LARSEN knew KNUTSON was shot by a deputy, but didn’t know which deputy shot
her. KNUTSON kept the gun in her hand, but she stopped pointing it at the deputies.
KNUTSON stood up right away and ran back upstairs.

LARSEN could hear glass breaking and other noises coming from the upstairs
area. The deputies in the rear of the residence broadcasted that KNUTSON had opened

the rear slider or rear window of the upstairs bedroom.
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Orange County Sheriff Deputy STANELY BLASZAK was in the rear of the
residence yelling at KNUTSON, attempting to calm her down and convince her to put
down the gun and come down. KNUTSON yelled back at the deputies that she didn’t
want to put the gun down and she wanted them to shoot her.

KNUTSON stayed upstairs for a long time and made comments about how her
life was over and how she wished she was dead. ELLERMAN attempted to convince her
to throw the gun down the stairs and come down with her hands up. ELLERMAN told
KNUTSON he would get her help. KNUTSON continued to cry and her voice became
lethargic. KNUTSON requested a cigarette. ELLERMAN told her if she dropped the
gun down the stairs, he would give her a cigarette. After KNUTSON made severa]
requests for a cigarette, CARROLL went outside and got a cigarette and lighter from
someone and gave it to ELLERMAN. ELLERMAN threw the cigarette up the stairs to
KNUTSON and within a second, KNUTSON dropped the gun over the top of the
staitway, which landed on the entryway floor.

A Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) Deputy picked up the gun. The CIRT
Deputy and another deputy convinced KNUTSON to come down the stairs. KNUTSON
scooted down the stairs on her buttocks onto the landing area, at which time,
ELLERMAN told her to put her hands up to be sure she didn’t have any other weapons.
KNUTSON complied, and ELLERMAN handcuffed her and escorted her out of the
house to the paramedics, who were waiting just outside of the garage to give her

treatment,




O LARSEN was provided a sketch during the interview, which was used to clarify
the positioning of deputies and KNUTSON during the incident. A copy of the sketch is

attached to this report.

The audio tape was placed into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s

Office tape file.
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BRUCE NUCKOLLS,
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: AUGUST 06, 2003
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