RE: RAMERIZ, JOHN JEFFERY S.A. #03-008
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING / FATAL / ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S AND BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT)

INTERVIEW OF:  ERIC ODEN, OFFICER
BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT
1 CIVIC CENTER CIRCLE
BREA, CALIFORNIA 92821

BY: BRUCE NUCKOLLS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: DAN SALCEDO, DETECTIVE
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

AUSTIN PHILLIPS, DETECTIVE
BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MARCH 16, 2003 0310 — 0350 HOURS

LOCATION: BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT

On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview of Brea Police
Officer ERIC ODEN in reference to the officer involved shooting involving police officers
from the City of Brea Police Department and Orange County Sheriff’s Department. Prior to
the interview, I ascertained from ODEN that he was not ordered to give a statement and that
his statement was free and voluntary. The following is a summary of the interview.

ODEN is a Police Officer with the Brea Police Department. He is currently assigned to
the Patrol Division as a Canine Officer.

On March 15, 2003, ODEN was on duty working patrol assigned to the city of Yorba
Linda. ODEN was driving a marked black and white police vehicle, in full police uniform.

At approximately 2300 hours, the Brea Police Dispatch Center dispatched ODEN to



_in an unincorporated area of Yorba Linda, to assist Orange

County Sheriff Deputies on a subject who broke into the house and was fighting with the
parents of his girlfriend. Orange County Sheriff’s Department requested Brea Police
Department assist due to a long estimated time of arrival by deputies.

While ODEN was enroute to the residence, he was advised by the dispatch center that
the subject was inside the house fighting, armed with a knife and threatening [

ODEN was the first officer to arrive on scene. ODEN parked on the street just east of
the house. An Orange County Sheriff’s Deputy, later identified as Orange County Sheriff
Deputy SEAN HOWELL, arrived right after ODEN and parked just behind him, on the street
in front of the house. ODEN contacted HOWELL to determine if he had any additional
information. HOWELL was attempting to broadcast on his radio, when his attention was
drawn to the house.

ODEN looked toward the house and saw the dad, later identified a_
B - :c suspect, later identified as JOHN RAMERIZ, Junior (RAMERIZ),
come out of the house through the front door. RAMERIZ was holding a knife, described as a
kitchen knife, ten to twelve inches in length, with a steel blade.-was wrestling with
RAMERIZ in an attempt to hold him back from charging at the officers. -vas holding
RAMERIZ by the arms and legs attempting to subdue him. RAMERIZ and -fell down
four or five times during the altercation. -/elled at RAMERIZ, “no, don’t do it, stop.”

ODEN and HOWELL, who were standing at the end of the driveway where it meets
the street, immediately drew their handguns and pointed them at RAMERIZ because

RAMERIZ was holding a knife in a threatening manner.



Brea Police Officer SHAWN NEEL arrived at the location and observed the
altercation. NEEL went back to his police vehicle and retrieved the less than lethal shotgun.
NEEL returned to the driveway area.

RAMERIZ was yelling unknown statements at the officers. RAMERIZ was very
agitated and broke free from- RAMERIZ ran at the officers while holding the knife in
his hand at shoulder level with the blade pointed toward them. RAMERIZ was approximately
ten feet from the officers, when NEEL fired the less than lethal shotgun at RAMERIZ. Prior to
firing the less than lethal shotgun, NEEL announced, “Less lethal being deployed, less lethal
being deployed.” RAMERIZ was hit in the chest by the less than lethal rounds several times.
The less than lethal rounds appeared to have no effect on RAMERIZ. RAMERIZ continued to
run toward the officers and then fell to the ground on the driveway. ODEN was unaware that
HOWELL fired his handgun until later.

NEEL and HOWELL were standing right next to each other, straight in front of
RAMIREZ. ODEL was standing off to the right side of NEEL and HOWELL at an angle to
RAMERIZ.

-was still standing near the situation, so ODEN escorted him to a police vehicle
and allowed him to sit inside to avoid any further danger. -was very upset. ODEN
asked-why he didn’t listen to them when they asked him to release RAMERIZ. -
told ODEN he didn’t want the officers to shoot his son. ODEN explained to-that the
officers didn’t want to shot his son. -agreed and said his son was acting crazy.

ODEN went back to where RAMERIZ was laying, curled up with the knife still in his

left hand. The officers yelled at RAMERIZ to drop the knife, but they received no response



from him. The officers turned RAMERIZ over and an unknown officer kicked the knife out of
RAMERIZ’ hand. ODEN saw two holes in RAMERIZ’ chest. Paramedics arrived and
pronounced RAMERIZ dead at the location.

ODEN was provided a sketch during the interview, which was used to clarify the
positioning of officers and RAMERIZ during the incident. A copy of the sketch is attached to

this report.

e Al

BRUCE NUCKOLLS
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: APRIL 17,2003

ec &C








