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PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION

On March 16, 2003, at approximately 0005 hours, I was contacted by Orange County
District Attorney Supervising Investigator ED CONTRERAS regarding a Orange County
Sheriff and Brea Police Department officer involved shooting, which occurred at -

_in the unincorporated county area of Yorba Linda. CONTRERAS

assigned me as the case investigator and directed me to the scene.

I arrived at the location and met with Orange County District Attorney Investigator
GARY BUSHMAN, GARY HENDRICKS, RANDY LITWIN and PAUL BARTLETT, who

were assigned to assist in the investigation. I also met with Orange County Sheriff’s



Department Investigators GARY JONES, ANDRE SPENCER, YVONNE SHULL and
CRAIG JOHNSON. Orange County Sheriff’s Department Investigator DAN SALCEDO was
assigned as the case agent.

At approximately 0145 hours, SALCEDO conducted a briefing of the known
circumstances surrounding the incident. SALCEDO stated at approximately 2305 hours the
Orange County Sheriff’s Department (OCSD) received a 911 telephone call from the
residence, located at_n the unincorporated area of Yorba Linda,
in reference to a domestic dispute. OCSD contacted the Brea Police Department and requested
they also respond because of a long estimated time of arrival by OCSD units who were
responding from the city of Tustin. A Brea Police Officer, later identified as SHAWN NEEL,
and an OCSD Deputy, later identified as SEAN HOWELL, arrived at the location at the same
time. A subject, later identified as JOHN JEFFERY RAMERIZ Jr., approached NEEL and
HOWELL with a knife and was shot. NEEL fired less than lethal rounds from a shotgun and
the HOWELL fired from his duty weapon, killing the subject.

Orange County Fire / Paramedics responded and pronounced RAMERIZ dead at the
incident location.

CONTRERAS directed BARTLETT to supervise the processing of the incident scene
by Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Services personnel. CONTRERAS directed
HENDRICKS to canvass the area for potential witnesses and BUSHMAN, LITWIN and I to
conduct officer and witness interviews.

At approximately 0210 hours, I left the scene and drove to the Brea Police Department,

located at 1 Civic Center Circle, Brea, to conduct officer interviews.



INITIAL SCENE INVESTIGATION/EVIDENCE COLLECTION

The scene perimeter was cordoned off by yellow crime scene tape and was
protected by Orange County Sheriff’s Department uniformed personnel. The weather consisted
of moderate to heavy rain for long periods of time. Due to the heavy rain, the Orange County
Sheriff’s Department personnel, Orange County Sheriff’s Forensic Services personnel and the
Orange County District Attorney Investigators had initially assembled in the carport area of
_o coordinate their efforts.

Prior to the incident briefing, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Specialist
BRETT DORETTI collected some evidence. DORETTI was concerned the heavy rain would
wash away evidence in the driveway of the residence a_
DORETTI immediately documented and placed yellow cones over the evidence. As the rain
continued, DORETTI collected nine expended .40 caliber casings from the driveway to
pfevent them from being damaged or lost. DORETTI also collected Orange County Sheriff’s
Deputy SEAN HOWELL’s handgun with the magazine inserted and two additional magazines
from his duty belt. HOWELL informed DORETT] that the normal condition of his handgun is
with one round in the chamber and fifteen rounds in the magazine. DbRETTI also collected
Brea Police Officer SHAWN NEEL'’s less-lethal shotgun.

The following Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Services personnel were
assigned to identify, photograph, document, and collected evidence:

e BRETT DORETTI, Forensic Specialist
o KIMBERLY HEALE, Forensic Specialist

e RICHARD PATRON, Forensic Scientist



e DONALD PETKA, Forensic Scientist
The incident occurred inside and outside the residence at _

-Yorba Linda. _s asingle story residence located on the
northeast comer of-.nd_ The intersection of-

-nd _was illuminated by a streetlight on the south side of the
street. The intersection of-.nd_was east of the residence
and a streetlight on the south side of the street illuminated the intersection.

The driveway of the residence was located on the north side o_
and on the south side of the residence. RAMERIZ’ body was lying supine on the driveway
with his head to the west and his feet to the east. RAMERIZ was covered in a yellow blanket.
RAMERIZ was wearing blue jeans, a black belt, socks, no shoes, a black long sleeve shirt and
a blue pull over hooded sweatshirt. RAMERIZ’ jacket and shirt were pulled up, exposing his
chest. On his chest were electrocardiogram (E.K.G.) pads. RAMERIZ’ blue jeans were
buttoned, but the zipper was in the down position.

In the driveway were two expended 12 gauge shotgun shells lying north of RAMERIZ
and another expended 12-gauge shotgun shell lying in the northwest portion of the driveway.
Three beanbag projectiles were lying in the driveway, one north and one west of RAMERIZ
and one in the northeast portion near the carport. Shotgun wadding was located in the west
portion of the driveway. A large kitchen knife with a wood handle was lying on the driveway
northwest of RAMIREZ. Lying on the southeast side of the driveway was a black pistol grip.
A fourth beanbag projectile was located in the planter, west of the walkway near the front of

the residence.



The driveway led north to a carport, which was attached to the front of the residence. A
large attic comprised the top of the carport and was only accessible from the carport area. Two
vehicles were parked facing northbound in the carport. A black Chevrolet four door Impala,
California license number-was parked on the west side of the carport and a black
Cadillac four door Sedan De Ville, California license number [ ffvas parked on the east
side of the carport.

The carport area had a small planter running east to west along the residence. In the
planter was a small black plastic gun, which appeared to be a pellet gun. On the front of the
Impala, Sedan De Ville and the area between the two, were numerous miscellaneous objects
including audio parts, headsets, cords and a plastic container.

Attached to the east of the driveway was an additional driveway, which encompassed
the east side of the front yard area. Parked in the additional driveway and facing in a
westbound direction was a beige Allegro class “A” motor home, California license number

- Also parked in the additional driveway, along the north side of the motor home ina
westbound direction, was a white Mercedes Benz 450SL, California license number
N

Along the front of the residence was a walkway, which led west from the driveway and
then north to the front door. The front door was facing southbound. Along the walkway was a
door, facing eastbound, which led to the southwest bedroom. There was, what appeared to be,

knife stab marks on the front side of the doors.

Supervising Investigator ED CONTRERAS contacte | N NNNGNTNGNG-<IGIN
_ and they agreed to a search of their residence at_



Yorba Linda._ signed Orange County District Attorney Consent to

Search form, which is attached as an exhibit.

The front door opened to a main hallway, which ran east and west. Just inside the front
door was a metal wastebasket, which contained five large knives. On the entry way floor was
several golf balls and a broken picture frame. The west end of the hallway intersected with a
short hallway that led north into a dining room and south into the southwest bedroom. There
were knife marks along the east wall next to the bedroom door and on the front of the bedroom
door. The knife marks appeared to be stab marks. There was a small amount of blood on the
cupboard doors west of the southwest bedroom door. The wall that led to the opening of the
dining room also had several stab marks. The phone on the desk in the southwest bedroom had
the receiver off the hook. Directly west of the main hallway, across the short hallway, was a
doorway leading into the kitchen.

Inside the kitchen, the telephone had been disconnected from the mounting bracket and
the received was off the hook. On the wall, adjacent to the mounting bracket, was a small
amount of blood.

The east end of the main hallway intersected into a small hallway that had built-in
cabinets on the eastside. The cabinets had a small amount of blood on the doors. The small
hallway joined two bedrooms, one on the north and one on the south. On the west side of the
wall, next to the north bedroom, was a small amount of blood. Also, a small amount of blood
was on the wall inside the bedroom near the door. Attached inside the northeast bedroom was
a bathroom. The outside of the bathroom door and the wall inside the bathroom had a small

amount of blood. The southeast bedroom door, which was still attached by the hinges, had the



majority of the door panels shattered. Pieces of the door were lying in the hallway outside the
bedroom.

Orange County District Attorney Investigator RANDY LITWIN contacted RAMIREZ’
live in girlfriend,_and she agreed to a search of the motor home she
shared with RAMIREZ, a 1989 Allegro motor home. _signed Orange County
District Attorney Consent to Search form, which is attached as an exhibit.

The Allegro motor home was being used as an additional residence. The side door of
the motor home, which enters into the coach, had the window smashed out and the glass was
lying on the driveway below the door. On the outside of the door was a small amount of blood
on the door handle, the wall and the door jam. A small amount of blood was smeared on the
wall just inside the door. The interior of the motor home was dirty and unkempt. The privacy
screen, which separates the bedroom from the rest of the coach, was torn down. There was a
box of pellets on the kitchen table and there was some compressed oxygen tubes for a pellet

gun on the coach.

Three marked black and white police vehicles were parked o_
near the residence at-

1. Orange County Sheriff Department marked black and white 1999 Ford Crown
Victoria, Unit 1932, California license number 1023146, was parked facing
eastbound against the south curb across the street from the driveway of-
_ The doors were closed, headlights were on and the engine
was running. Deputy HODGES removed the vehicles Mobile Audio Video,

(M.A.V.) tape #PVS7552, from the trunk.



2. Orange County Sheriff Department marked black and white 1999 Ford Crown
Victoria, Unit 1928, California license number 1023131, was parked facing
eastbound against the north curb line directly in front of the driveway of -
_The doors were closed, the engine was running and the
headlights were on. Deputy HODGES removed the vehicles Mobile Audio Video,
(M.A.V.) tape #PVS7580, from the trunk.

3. Brea Police Department marked black and white 2002 Ford Crown Victoria, Unit
959, California license number 1120431, was parked facing eastbound against the
south curb of_ear the southeast comer of- The
engine was off and the doors were closed. The vehicle did not have a Mobile
Audio Video system.

Orange County Sheriff-Coroner Investigator BRIAN MITCHELL arrived at the scene
to process RAMERIZ’ body. MITCHELL removed a small amount of money, coins and
miscellaneous papers from RAMERIZ’ left front pants pocket. MITCHELL removed a wallet
from RAMERIZ’ right rear pants pocket, which contained RAMERIZ’ California driver’s
license. MITCHELL then removed RAMERIZ’ clothing. RAMERIZ had a small piece of duct
tape attached to the bottom of his left foot. When MITCHELL removed RAMERIZ’ shirt a
plastic baggie containing a cigar and matches fell out. While MITCHELL was examining
RAMERIZ, an expended shotgun shell was located under him. During MITCHELL’s initial
examination of RAMERIZ’ body, the following bullet fragments were located:

e Left side jacket

o Left front pants pocket



e Left hip
e Left elbow
e Left bicep
¢ Under RAMERIZ’ body
The following gunshot wounds were noticed during MITCHELL’s examination:
e Two gunshot wounds to the right thigh
e One gunshot wound to the left wrist
e Two gunshot wounds to the chest
e Two gunshof wounds to the center stomach area
e One gunshot wound to the middle of the back
e One gunshot wound to the right side chest
Orange County Forensic Specialist BRETT DORETTI collected the following
evidence from the scene:

1. Orange County Sheriff’s Deputy SEAN HOWELL’s Glock model 22 pistol,
.40 caliber, serial number -and three magazines.

2. BreaPolice Officer SHAWN NEEL’s less-lethal Remington 12-gauge shotgun
with a six-slot sidesaddle holster containing one less-lethal shotgun round. The
serial number was not visible.

3. Nine expended .40 caliber casings collected from the south end of the
driveway.

Orange County Forensic Scientist DONALD PETKA collected the following evidence

from the scene:



10.

11.

12.

13.

An expended less-lethal beanbag projectile on the driveway west of
RAMERIZ.

An expended less-lethal beanbag projectile on the driveway north of
RAMERIZ.

Three expended less-lethal beanbag shotgun shells, one recovered under
RAMERIZ and two recovered on the driveway north of RAMERIZ.

Shotgun wading recovered in the northwest portion of the driveway.

One large kitchen knife with a wooden handle recovered from the northwest
portion of the driveway.

One expended less-lethal beanbag shotgun shell recovered from the northwest
portion of the driveway near the walkway.

One expended less-lethal beanbag projectile recovered from the northeast
portion of the driveway near the carport.

Plastic pistol grip recovered from the southeast portion of the driveway.

One expended less-lethal beanbag projectile recovered from the planter west
of the front walkway near the house.

One pellet gun recovered from the north side of the carport, in the planter, along the
house.

Five kitchen knives recovered from a wastebasket inside the front door.

Blood swabs were collected from the blood located inside the residence.

Bullet fragments from on and near RAMERIZ.

BARTLETT collected the following forms at the scene and they are attached to this
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report as an exhibit:

Orange County Sheriff-Coroner Department’s property inventory form for JOHN
RAMERIZ JR.

Orange County Emergency Medical Services Pre-Hospital Care Report on-
Orange County Emergency Medical Services Pre-Hospital Care Report on JOHN
RAMIREZ JR.

Two electrocardiogram (E.K.G.) records.

INTERVIEWS

I conducted the following audio tape recorded interviews:

March 16, 2003  Officer ERIC ODEN
March 16, 2003 Deputy RON HODGES

March 16, 2003

March 17,2003 SEAN HOWELL
March 25, 2003  Firefighter / Paramedic MARK MOORE
Orange County District Attorney Investigator RANDY LITWIN conducted the following

audio tape recorded interview:

March 16, 2003

March 16, 2003,

Orange County District Attorney Investigator GARY HENDRICKS conducted the

following audio tape recorded interviews:

March 16, 2003



Orange County District Attorney Investigator GARY BUSHMAN conducted the following

audio tape recorded interview:

 March 16,2003 |

SUMMARY OF EVENTS

During the course of this investigation, ten (10) interviews were conducted. After
reviewing officer and witness statements, Orange County Sheriff’s Department reports, Brea
Police Department reports, Orange County Fire Department reports, Orange County Sheriff
Forensic laboratory and identification reports, incident scene photographs, audio and video
tapes, and other relevant reports and materials, the following summary of events was
developed as a result of my investigation.

According to JOHN RAMERIZ Junior’s parents,_

and _RAMERIZ has had a drinking problem for several years and became

violent and abusive when he drank. According to RAMERIZ’ wife,_

who was separated from RAMERIZ, he was verbally abusive toward her during the past five
years of their marriage.

On December 12, 2002, at approximately 1700 hours, the Orange County Sheriff’s

Department Deputies responded to JOHN’s residence, located at_

-in the unincorporated county area of Yorba Linda, because RAMERIZ was intoxicated
and attempted to break down the front door of-esidence. Deputies completed the call

for service without any arrests or reports taken.
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According t_ RAMERIZ’ girlfriend for the past two years,

approximately two weeks prior to the shooting incident_and RAMERIZ attended
a retirement function for her work and RAMERIZ became upset with her and slammed her
head into a wall. -did not report the incident to the police.

Approximately one week prior to the shooting incident_old RAMERIZ
she was going to reconcile with her husband. -lso stated, when RAMERIZ drinks
he becomes violent and has beaten her several times in the past.

On March 15, 2003, ||l -nd RAMERIZ went to dinner, at which time
RAMERIZ consumed several alcoholic beverages. Later_ and RAMERIZ went
to a movie.

During the movie, RAMERIZ left the theater for approximately half the movie. When

he returned, he told -e went to a bar. _)ecame upset with RAMERIZ
and left the movie theater alone. _went back tof ouse and went inside her

motor home, which was parked in the driveway of- residence.

At approximately 2300 hours, RAMERIZ, who was angry with _ entered
the motor home. He pointed an unloaded pellet gun at_and pulled the trigger,
shooting air out of the gun. RAMERIZ pushed the gun againstj Il ¢2d, face, arms,
and vagina. _ kept telling RAMERIZ to stop because he was hurting her.
RAMERIZ responded by saying “ you’re going to be sorry and hurting a lot more.”

RAMERIZ grabbed [ :round the neck with his arm and started to choke
her. | ou1d not breathe, so she began to hit RAMERIZ with a flashlight in order to

get away from him. _got away from RAMERIZ and jumped to the front of the
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motor home. RAMERIZ grabbed _by her feet and start choking her again.
_hit RAMERIZ with the flashlight several more times, causing RAMERIZ to let
go of her. _ grabbed the door to the motor home and RAMERIZ pushed her
outside. _fell on the ground and RAMERIZ kicked her._ started
screaming, “help me, somebody please help me, he is going to kill me.” RAMERIZ, who was
extremely intoxicated, stood near the white Mercedes vehicle that was parked next to the
motor home in the driveway and cursed at_

-«md _exited the residence.-tool_into the

house and -tried to calm RAMERIZ down.

_vent in the bathroom and asked -for some ice to put on her head.
-then went to get change of clothes. During this time-cou]d

hear an altercation outside between- and RAMERIZ.

I - i< the bathroom and saw that RAMERIZ was outside pushing in on
the front door, while [Jfjvas inside pushing the door closed to keep him from entering.
RAMERIZ forced his way into the residence and ran to the rear of the house screaming.
-eard RAMERIZ breaking things in the house. RAMERIZ and -continued
to argue in the house and RAMERIZ struck a bedroom door with his fist.

I s cxtremely scared and feared for her life, so she went into the kitchen
and called the police for help. The dispatcher told || llllnot to leave the phone.
RAMERIZ entered the kitchen and ripped the telephone out of the wall. RAMERIZ then
retrieved a knife from the kitchen.

_heard RAMERIZ tell his father, “Let them come here, let them kill me, I
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don’t care what they do."-elieved that RAMERIZ was in such pain, “he wanted
to be taken out of his misery.” -an out of the residence and lay down on the
ground in the front garden area. _could hear RAMERIZ yell, “Where is she.”
RAMERIZ had two sons living in the residence who were not home at the time.
RAMERIZ went into his boy’s room and closed the door. -tood outside the door and
attempted to calm RAMERIZ down. RAMERIZ then broke down the bedroom door and

exited the room, bleeding from his nose.

Both -and RAMERIZ moved into -edroom and started scuffling.
-was on the phone talking to the police inside o-oom. -put the phone

down when RAMERIZ told her not to talk to “911”. RAMERIZ stated he did not want to go
to jail. RAMERIZ then slashed-cross her right forearm with the knife he had, which
was described as approximately one and a half foot long with a gray blade. -attempted
to hold RAMERIZ down, but he broke free and walked out of the house.

RAMERIZ walked to the carport and stood on the hood of -Cadillac vehicle
and placed the knife on the roof of the Cadillac. RAMERIZ reached into the storage attic
directly above him and began searching for something. -ook the knife from the roof of
the Cadillac to get it away from RAMERIZ. -placed the knife in a small tin can, just
inside the front door of the residence. RAMERIZ then went back inside to the kitchen and
retrieved another knife from the kitchen counter.

At approximately 2306 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Dispatch Center

dispatched Orange County Sheriff Deputy SEAN HOWELL and Deputy RON HODGES to

_Yorba Linda, for a call for service of a domestic violence in
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progress. Dispatch advised HOWELL and HODGES that the suspect was under the influence
ofan alcoholic beverage, violent and hitting-and attacking his parents -and

_. Dispatch also advised there was an air rifle in the house and RAMERIZ
was trying to break into the house. Dispatch then advised that RAMERIZ was in the house
and was hittin in the stomach, whilclllllllwas trying to stop the attack. Dispatch
described RAMERIZ as a male Hispanic, six foot wearing a blue jacket. The last update given
by dispatch to HOWELL and HODGES was RAMERIZ was in the kitchen, had a knife in his
possession and was bleeding from his nose.

Due to the nature of the incident and the long distance the Orange County deputies
were responding from, the dispatch center contacted the Brea police department and requested
they respond due to the urgency.

At approximately 2315 hours, Brea Police Dispatch Center dispatched Brea Police
Officer SHAWN NEEL, ERIC ODEN and Corporal DAVID COOVERT to | Gl

_ Yorba Linda, to assist Orange County Sheriff’s Deputies. Dispatch advised
NEEL, ODEN and COOVERT that the call for service was regarding a domestic violence in
progress. Dispatch also advised the police officers that RAMERIZ was unarmed and fighting

with-and -in the house.

At approximately 2316 hours, Orange County Fire / Paramedics were requested to

respond and stand by at Kellogg Drive, just south of ||| | [ |GTcCNGGE

At approximately 2316 hours, Brea Police Dispatch advised NEEL, ODEN and
COOVERT that RAMERIZ may be armed with a knife.

At approximately 2317 hours, Brea Police Dispatch advised NEEL, ODEN and
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COOVERT that RAMERIZ was a male Hispanic, six foot one wearing a blue jacket and
making threats_ Dispatch also advised that RAMERIZ was outside in
the front yard of the residence with a bloody nose, due to the altercation. RAMERIZ was
possibly near a motor home in the front yard.

At approximately 2319 hours, ODEN, NEEL and COOVERT arrived at the location.
ODEN arrived just prior to NEEL and COOVERT and parked his police vehicle just east of
the location. ODEN contacted HOWELL, who arrived right behind him and parked his police
vehicle on the south side of _ against the curb in front of the location.
COOVERT parked his police vehicle against the south curb of ||| lin front of the
location. NEEL parked his police vehicle right behind COOVERT.

RAMERIZ then began to exit the residence through the front door holding the knife in
his hand. -placed both arms around him, and tried to stop him from going outside.
RAMERIZ proceeded to walk in a south direction towards the driveway of the residence.
-till had both arms around RAMERIZ and was attempting to stop him.

truggled to hold RAMERIZ back, while RAMERIZ continued to walk toward
the driveway.

The officers saw-a.nd RAMERIZ struggling near the front doorway-vas
behind RAMERIZ with his arms around him and both had their hands on the knife, which was
pointing upward.

At this time, HOWELL believed-vas holding RAMERIZ hostage from behind.
HOWELL broadcast over the police radio that he had a hostage situation.

Shortly after the broadcast,-ost control of the knife, which was now being held
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by RAMERIZ || who was still behind RAMERIZ, grabbed onto RAMERIZ® arms and
tried to hold him back as he tried to walk toward the officers. Subsequently,-wrapped
his arms around RAMERIZ’ waist in an attempt to hold him back.

HOWELL realized s trying to hold RAMERIZ back and not holding him as a
hostage.

At approximately 2321 hours, HODGES arrived at the location and parked his police
vehicle on _ust east of _

When -and RAMERIZ were approximately eight feet past the Chevy Impala
vehicle that was parked in the carport, -fell backwards to the ground and pulled
RAMERIZ down on top of him. -held RAMERIZ around the waist and yelled at the
officers, “I got him, come and help me.” [JJla1so yelled at RAMER1Z, “no, don’t do it,
stop”. RAMERIZ was challenging the police officers and kept repeating, “come on, come on.”
At this point, it was clear that RAMERIZ was the aggressor.

As RAMERIZ and-were struggling on the ground, RAMERIZ broke loose and
got away from- - got up, off the ground and stepped in an east direction away
from RAMERIZ.

According to ODEN, RAMERIZ and-came out of the front door of the house.
RAMERIZ was holding a knife, described as a kitchen knife, approximately ten to twelve
inches in length with a steel blade. [ lllwas wrestling with RAMERIZ in an attempt to hold
him back from charging at the officers. -was holding RAMERIZ by the arms and legs
attempting to subdue him. -nd RAMERIZ both fell down four to five times during the

altercation. -yelled at RAMERIZ, “no, don’t do it, stop.”
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RAMERIZ broke free from-and ran at the officers while holding the knife in his
hand at shoulder level with the blade pointed toward them.

According to COOVERT, RAMERIZ was walking towards the officers, with a knife in
his right hand, at waist level and pointed towards the officers. -was standing behind
RAMERIZ with both arms wrapped around RAMERIZ’ waist area in an attempt to keep
RAMERIZ from approaching the officers. RAMERIZ slowly dragged-toward the
officers and at one point yelled in an agitated tone, “fuck you.”

Both HOWELL and ODEN were both standing in the driveway when they drew
their duty weapons and pointed them at RAMERIZ because he was holding a knife in a
threatening manner. Both HOWELL and ODEN made several announcements at RAMERIZ
to drop the knife. At one point, RAMERIZ responded to the officer’s announcements and
yelled, “Fuck you.” The officers also made several announcements to-to let RAMERIZ
go and move out of the area.

According to— a neighbor who lives across the street from the
location, two police officers were pointing their guns at RAMERIZ, while-was holding
RAMERIZ around the waist just outside the front door of the house. | N |Gl card the
police officers yelling at them, but could not understand what they were saying.

According to_ a neighbor who lives across the street from the
location, she saw RAMERIZ exit the front door of the house with something in his hands. The
police officers began yelling at RAMERIZ for approximately forty-five seconds. -was
attempting to restrain RAMERIZ by holding his arms around RAMERIZ’ body, while

RAMERIZ was struggling and attempting to break free.
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COOVERT saw _ who was holding a compress against the side of her
head, standing in the front yard of the location approximately ten to fifteen feet away from
RAMERIZ. It appeared to COOVERT tha_ needed some type of medical
attention so he directed her away from the scene, approximately thirty feet southwest from
where RAMERIZ was standing.

While the officers were directing their commands toward RAMERIZ, HOWELL
yelled, “Get the less than lethal, get the less than lethal.” NEEL went back to his police
vehicle and removed the less than lethal shotgun from the trunk of his police vehicle and
returned to the driveway.

According to_ one of the police officers ran back to his police
vehicle and retrieved a shotgun from his trunk. Approximately thirty seconds later, he
returned to the scene with the shotgun.

When RAMERIZ was approximately twelve to fifteen feet from HOWELL and NEEL,
who were standing shoulder to shoulder, he broke free from- The officers continued to
give the command, “Drop the knife.” RAMERIZ walked toward the officers in a fast pace
taking large strides, while holding the knife in his hand at shoulder level with the blade pointed
toward the officers.

HOWELL and NEEL attempted to create additional distance between them and
RAMERIZ; they were trained to keep a minimum distance of twenty-one feet between them
and a person armed with a knife. RAMERIZ failed to comply with the officer’s commands and
continued toward them. NEEL made a verbal announcement, “less than lethal being deployed,

less than lethal being deployed.”
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RAMERIZ was approximately nine to ten feet away from the officers, when NEEL
fired four less than lethal rounds at RAMERIZ, which appeared to have no effect on him.
RAMERIZ continued walking at the officers and was approximately six to seven feet away
from them when he lunged toward them in an attempt to stab them. HOWELL fired several
rounds from his handgun striking RAMERIZ several times. HOWELL fired a total of nine
rounds. HOWELL and NEEL continued backing up as they fired at RAMERIZ. RAMERIZ
was approximately three to four feet in front of the officers when he fell to the ground.

According t_ RAMERIZ broke free ﬁ'om- while holding
something in his hand and walked quickly toward both officers. The police officers fired their
weapons at him. RAMERIZ fell to the ground.

According t_ she walked away from the window where she was
standing and observing the incident when she heard four to five gunshots.

RAMERIZ was lying on his left side, curled up with his knees up toward his chest,
while still holding the knife in his hand. HODGES arrived at the scene and he, HOWELL and
NEEL all gave commands to RAMERIZ to drop the knife.

HOWELL and NEEL each held one of RAMERIZ’ feet and drug him a couple of feet
in an attempt to get RAMERIZ to drop the knife. RAMERIZ rolled onto his stomach, while
still holding the knife. RAMERIZ was now on top of the knife so HOWELL held his feet and
twisted him while NEEL held his belt and together they rolled him over to his side.
RAMERIZ then laid on his back and the knife fell out of his hand. HODGES then kicked the

knife away from RAMERIZ.
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At approximately 2325 hours, Orange County Fire Engine #32 and #10 arrived at
Kellogg Drive just south of || N :nd waited for the police officers to
request they respond to the scene.

At approximately 2326 hours, HODGES requested paramedics respond to the scene.
Paramedics arrived and gave treatment to RAMERIZ, who was determined to be deceased at

2327 hours.

EVIDENCE ANALYSIS

On March 16, 2003, Orange County Forensic Specialists KIMBERLEE HEALE took
seventeen color photographs of [ 2t the Brea Police Department. HEALE also
collected a grey Disneyland sweatshirt frorr_and a pink nightgown from-
_and released them to Orange County Sheriff’s Department Property.

On March 17, 2003 Forensic Pathologist Doctor DAVID POSEY performed an
autopsy on RAMERIZ’ body. Based on the autopsy findings and the historical and
investigative information, Doctor POSEY determined the cause of death to be multiple
gunshot wounds.

On March 17, 2003, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Scientist III
RICHARD PATRON collected head hair standards from RAMERIZ’ body during the
autopsy and released them to Orange County Sheriff’s Department Property Bureau.
PATRON also collected projectiles from the body and a heart bloodstain and released them
to Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Science Services Evidence Control Unit.

On March 19, 2003, at 2250 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic
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Specialist LENORA PENA-SANCHEZ took fourteen post-embalming photographs of
RAMERIZ’ body at the Orange County Coroner’s Division Facility.

On March 24, 2003, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Scientist LYNN
HOWARD analyzed the blood of HOWELL and NEEL for the presence of alcohol. Both
officers showed a blood alcohol result of 0.0 %.

March 25, 2003, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Scientist RICHARD
PATRON analyzed the blood of HOWELL and NEEL for the presence of alcohol. Both
officers showed a blood alcohol result of 0.0 %.

On March 26, 2003, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Specialist KELLI
SMITH collected swabs from the wood handle of the knife and placed them into evidence.

On March 28, 2003, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Scientists QUI
DANG and JENNIFER LOCKE analyzed HOWELL’s blood and NEEL’s blood for the
presence of common drugs of abuse. Both officers’ blood tested negative for the presence of
common drugs.

On March 31, 2003, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Scientist III
JIMMY TURNER examined and test fired HOWELL’s Glock, Model 22, .40 caliber pistol,
serial number - and NEEL’s Remington, Model 870, 12 gauge shotgun, serial
number- Both were found to operate without malfunction.

The nine cartridge cases from the scene were identified as having been fired in
HOWELL’s Glock pistol.

The four shotshell cases from the scene were identified as having been fired in NEEL’s

Remington shotgun.
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Although consistent with having been fired from HOWELL’s Glock pistol, none of the
projectiles from the scene could be conclusively identified as such.

Cartridge case ejection from the Glock pistol was found to be to the right, striking the
floor randomly forward or behind the ejection port. Where the cartridge cases come to rest, on
a hard surface, is not predictable.

Powder patterns were generated from the Glock pistol on white, twill cloth at muzzle
to target distances of 6, 12, 24, 36, 48, 60 and 72 inches. Additional patterns on blue,
polyester cloth were generated at muzzle to target distances of 12, 24, 36, 48, 60 and 72
inches. Powder patterns were generated from the Remington shotgun on white, twill cloth at
muzzle to target distances of 18 and 36 inches. Patterns on blue, polyester cloth were
generated at 24 and 48 inches. An additional angled shot from the shotgun to a polyester
target was taken at approximately 10 feet.

The Glock pistol was received unloaded and with the magazine removed. A cloth
patch for collecting residues was pulled through the barrel and retained. Trigger pull was
measured to be approximately 7.25 pounds. The pistol has six-sided polygonal rifling with a
right twist. The pistol was test fired. It fired without malfunction.

Submitted with the pistol were three envelopes. The first labeled “round from
chamber”, contained one cartridge, Winchester brand, caliber .40 S&W, with an SXT jacketed
hollow point bullet. The second, labeled “magazine from weapon & 6 rounds”, contained a
fifteen cartridge capacity, Glock magazine. In the magazine were six cartridges, all as above.
The third, labeled “2 backup magazines from belt w/15 rounds each”, contained two, fully

loaded, fifteen cartridge capacity Glock magazines. All cartridges are as above. Four of these
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cartridges were used for test firing and thirteen were used for powder patterning. The ejection
pattern was noted during powder patterning. The remaining, unfired cartridges were retained
and submitted as a separate item.

The Remington shotgun was received unloaded. A single Defense Technology bean
bag shotshell was found in the shotgun’s Side Saddle. A cloth patch for collecting residues
was pulled through the barrel and retained. Trigger pull was measured to be approximately
five pounds. The shotgun was impact tested. At no time did the cocked internal hammer
release without direct trigger pressure. Using three Defense Technology beanbag shot shells
from Brea Police Department, the shotgun was test fired. It fired without malfunction. Nine
additional shot shells from Brea Police Department were used for powder patterning.

The four shot shell cases are all Defense Technology, 12 Gauge beanbag shot shells.
They were microscopically compared to the test fire shot shell cases from the Remington
shotgun. The four beanbags from the scene are consistent with having come from Defense
Technology shot shells. The wadding includes three plastic, overpowder wads and nine
cardboard wads. All are consistent with wadding found in Defense Technology, 12 Gauge
shot shells. Possible blood was observed on two of the shot shells. Swabs were taken and
retained with the shot shells.

The nine cartridge cases from the scene are all Winchester brand, caliber .40 S&W.
They were microscopically compared to the test fire cartridges cases from the Glock pistol.

On April 22, 2003, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Scientist III
DONALD PETKA observed two apparent bullet holes in the blue jacket below the right

front pocket. One of the holes tested positive with a presumptive test for lead; this is
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indicative of an entrance hole. Two additional holes were observed in the lining of the
right pocket. These four holes are consistent with a bullet entering the jacket below the
pocket, passing through the interior of the pocket and exiting the garment near the bottom
of the jacket. Two apparent bullet holes were observed in the left chest area of the shirt
and the jacket. A gaping hole was also observed in the left chest area of the jacket and the
shirt. An apparent bullet hole was observed in the front of the jacket’s left sleeve and an
apparent bullet hole was observed in the left cuff of the black long sleeve shirt. Four
apparent bullet holes were observed in the back of the jacket and back of the black shirt.
One of the holes was in the sleeve and the remaining three were in the torso. Two of the
holes in the back of the jacket tested positive with a presumptive test for lead.

An apparent bullet hole was observed in the pants below the right front pocket and
additional holes were observed in the lining of the right front pocket. Three tears were
observed in the groin area of the pants and the lining of the left front pocket was torn. The
holes and tears were in alignment. This is consistent with a bullet entering the pants below
the right front pocket, passing through the pocket, crossing the groin area and terminating
in the left front pocket where a bullet was collected at the crime scene. Another apparent
bullet hole was observed in the back of the pants on the right side below the waist.

Apparent smokeless gunpowder particles were collected from the decedent’s jacket,
pants, shirt, and one of his socks. Although apparent smokeless gunpowder were collected
from the garments, no definitive patterns were observed on any of the garments.

A stereomicroscope was used to examine all of the garments worn by the decedent.

The holes in the exterior of the jacket were tested with a presumptive test for lead.

26



The blue pullover anorak style jacket had the words “NFL Superbowl XXXVII”
and “NFL Transportation” embroidered on the left breast area. Two circular holes and a
large gaping hole were observed in the left breast area. One of the circular holes was above
the first “n” in transportation and was surrounded by dried blood. The area around the hole
was further examined using infrared light; nothing significant was observed. The edge of
the other circular hole tested positive with a presumptive test for lead. A linear hole was
observed near the zipper on the right side of the jacket. A possible bullet hole was
observed in the front of the left sleeve near the cuff. A linear series of holes, which were
vertically aligned, was observed in the lower left portion of the jacket.

One apparent bullet hole was observed in the exterior of the jacket near the right
front pocket; the edge of the hole tested positive with a presumptive test for lead. A second
hole was observed in the lower right front exterior of the jacket and two holes were located
in the lining of the right front pocket. The two holes in the lining were located between the
two holes in the exterior of the garment and aligned with them.

In the back of the jacket a hole was observed in the upper left sleeve and in the right
shoulder. Two additional holes in the back of the jacket were observed in the right side
and in the lower right side; the two holes tested positive with a presumptive test for lead.
Four holes were observed in the back of the black long sleeve shirt. One was in the upper
left sleeve, a second was in the right shoulder, a third was in the lower right side and a
fourth was in the hem of the shirt. A fifth hole in the back of the shirt was linear and
located in right shoulder.

Three holes were observed in the front of the black long sleeve pull over shirt. One
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hole was observed near the base of the zipper, and several plastic zipper teeth adjacent to
the hole were broken or missing. A second hole, which was in the upper abdominal area,
was a large gaping hole and the third hole was in the left breast area. The overall
distribution of the holes is similar to those observed in the outer blue hooded jacket. A
fourth hole in the front of the shirt was observed in the left cuff.

An apparent bullet hole was observed below the right front pants pocket. Additional
holes were observed in the lining of the right front pocket. Three tears were observed in the
groin area below the fly; two tears were left of the zipper and the third was on the right side.
The holes and tears are all in alignment beginning with the hole near the right pocket and
terminate at the left side pocket where a bullet was collected at the scene. Possible blood was
observed on the left side of the pants below the left pocket and near the zipper. A linear tear
was observed in the right knee and a set of three small holes were observed on the lower right
front leg. Three holes were observed on the back left side of the jeans; all three are consistent
with normal wear.

On April 15, 2003, Orange County Forensic Scientist ROBIN KOTT analyzed
RAMERIZ’ blood for the presence of alcohol, prescription drugs, and common drugs of
abuse. The test results of his postmortem blood showed positive signs of alcohol.

On May 14, 2003, at 1145 hours, Orange County Sheriff’s Department Forensic
Specialist GARY JACKSON took eight exterior photographs of the residence located at
5592 Mountain View Avenue in the unincorporated county area of Yorba Linda.

On June 25, 2003, Orange County Forensic Scientist RUTH IKEDA recovered human

DNA from the bullet fragments recovered from the scene. The DNA was stored frozen in the
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laboratory for possible future typing.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

RAMERIZ had no criminal history.

INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: JUNE 25, 2003
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