RE: RAMERIZ, JOHN JEFFREY S.A. #03-008
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/FATAL/ORANGE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S AND BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT)

BY: RANDY LITWIN, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: YVONNE SHULL, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MARCH 16, 2003, 0257-0329 Hours

LOCATION: BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT

On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview of _

in reference to the officer involved shooting involving a Deputy from the Orange County
Sheriff’s Department on March 15, 2003. The following is a summary of the interview.

_ives with his wife,_ and his two grandsons,
- - whom are the children of his son, JOHN RAMERIZ junior. s

currently separated from his wife_ and is living with his girlfriend

_ JOHN and-often stay in a motor home, which is parked in the
driveway of RAMERIZ’s residence.

On March 15, 2003, sometime after 2300 hours_lad Jjust gone to bed, when

he heard a vehicle arrive at his residence_heard screaming, so he went outside to

see what the problem was. He saw his son, JOHN, standing near his white Mercedes vehicle



that was parked next to the motor home at the location. JOHN was extremely intoxicated and
cursing af B who immediately went into the residence. NNl described JOHN as
disorderly and said he was “ raising hell.” JOHN stumbled as he walked and -ould
smell a strong odor of an alcoholic beverage on him.-old JOHN to be quiet and he
became disrespectful and cursed at him

JOHN entered the residence and_followed him. JOHN continued to argue
with -and struck a bedroom door with his fist. JOHN heard that ||| lland

-were on the telephone calling the police, so he walked into the kitchen and retrieved a
knife._believed that JOHN got the knife because the police were responding to the
location. JOHN walked outside of the location with the knife and ||| llouowed him.

JOHN walked to the carport and stood on the hood o_ Cadillac vehicle
and placed the knife on the roof of the Cadillac. He then reached into the storage attic directly
above him and began searching for something._did not know what JOHN was
looking for.

-ook the knife from the roof of the Cadillac in order to get it away from
JOHN. JOHN saw] t2 ke the knife and got off the hood of the Cadillac. JOHN then
went back inside of the residence.

I 0! 1o < JOHN back into the residence and placed the knife in a small tin
can that is located just inside of the front door of the residence. JOHN walked into the kitchen
and retrieved another knife from the kitchen counter. JOHN then proceeded to exit the

residence.

As JOHN walked out the front door of the residence with the kitchen knife,_



placed both of his arms around him, and tried to stop him from going outside. JOHN
proceeded to walk in a south direction towards the driveway of the residencc._still
had both arms around JOHN and was attempting to stop him.

When JOHN was approximately eight feet past the Chevy Impala vehicle that was
parked in the carport, NIl <11 backwards to the ground and pulled JOHN down on top
of him._saw that police officers had arrived | lillsaw approximately four
flashlights in the driveway area, approximately ten feet from him and JOHN. ||| s
the police officers pointing their guns at JOHN and could hear them tell him to drop the knife.
_yelled at the police officers “I got him, come and help me.” JOHN was
challenging the police officers and kept repeating “ come on, come on.”

As_and JOHN were struggling on the ground, JOHN broke loose and got
away from_- got off the ground and stepped in an east direction away
from JOHN. According to_ as soon as he moved away from JOHN, the police
officers shot JOHN approximately four to five times.

B b !icved JOHN was possibly on his knees when the police officers shot
him and did not have a chance to stand up._estimated that the police officers were
approximately ten feet away from JOHN when they shot him. After JOHN was shot, the police
officers placed | linto the back seat of a police vehicle.

-aid he yelled at the police officers approximately four times to help him
before JOHN broke loose and got away. |l oclicved the police officers could have
taken the knife away from JOHN when he had his arms around him on the ground.

JOHN has had a drinking problem all of his life and becomes violent when he drinks.



Approximately six months ago, the police responded t_esidence because JOHN
was intoxicated and attempted to break down the front door.
Attached to this report is a diagram of the incident location that was drawn by
Investigator BRUCE NUCKOLLS. The diagram was used as a reference in this interview.
The audio tape will be placed into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s

Office tape file.

L

RANDY LITWIN
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: MARCH 17, 2003
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RE: RAMERIZ, JOHN JEFFREY S.A. #03-008

A _

YORBA LINDA, CA 92886

BY: GARY BUSHMAN, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

PRESENT: GARY JONES, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MARCH 16, 2003 0255-0400 HOURS
LOCATION: BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT
On the above date and time I conducted an audio taped interview of -
_mother of JOHN RAMERIZ, in reference to the officer involved shooting of
JOHN RAMERIZ. The following is a summary of the interview.

_was in her bedroom when she heard her son, JOHN, at the front door
of the house. She could hear JOHN yelling and her husband- trying to calm
him down.

_left her bedroom and saw her husband at the front door trying to keep
JOHN out of the house, but JOHN pushed past him. [l said JOHN had been
drinking and was yelling, cursing and saying he didn’t want to live anymore. JOHN went
down the hallway and entered his sons’ bedroom. JOHN has two sons who are living in
the residence, however they were not home because they were spending the night at their

mothers residence.



JOHN went in the boys bedroom and closed the door. Her husband stood outside
the bedroom door, talking to JOHN, trying to calm him down. JOHN then broke down
the bedroom door and came out. -aw that JOHN had a bloody nose.

They moved into her husbands bedroom where JOHN and his father continued
scuffling. Her husband tried to hold onto JOHN and calm him down, but he broke away
and walked out of the house onto the driveway.

_then heard crashing sounds coming from the mobile home parked in
the front driveway where JOHN and his girlfriend, _were living. Her
husband followed JOHN outside, still trying to calm him down. -heard JOHN
calling his father names and cursing at him.

JOHN came back into the house and went into the kitchen where - was
talking to the police on the phone. _went into her bedroom to talk to the police
on another telephone.

JOHN then tore the phone out of the wall in the kitchen and came into

_bedroom. - put the phone down when her son told her not to talk
to “911”. JOHN stated he did not want to go to jail. _saw that JOHN had a
knife in his hand, which she described as a rubber knife, approximately one and one half
foot long with a gray blade. JOHN slashed her across the top of her right forearm cutting
her.

I saw that_ had a white bandage on her right forearm and [ saw what

appeared to be dried blood on her pink robe.

[}



JOHN then left her room and went outside onto the driveway. [N 2ot
back on the phone and told the police to hurry. She could hear her husband outside trying
to calm JOHN down.

-saw the lights of the police cars as they arrived and went outside into
the carport. Using a diagram of the scene, [ assisted _ in indicating the
positions of her husband, JOHN and police officers during the incident.

B 2 police officer in the carport standing between two parked cars.
The officer told her to hurry and walk to the street. The officer escorted her out of the
carport.

-saw JOHN lying in a fetal position on the driveway. As she neared
the front of the mobile home where JOHN lived, she saw her husband standing in front in
the vicinity of two police officers.

At this time, [ qBllbcard what she described as firecrackers going off and
saw flashes. The police officer continued escorting her to a police car parked in the street
and placed her inside.

Using the diagram, a circle was drawn with the initials [Illlinside to indicate
where_was standing when she heard the firecrackers and saw the flashes.
Another circle with the initials - indicate where her husband was standing. A circle
with a “P” inside indicates the location of two police officers.

At ﬁrst,_ stated she did not hear the officers say anything to JOHN or

see them shooting at him.



Later in the interview, she said she saw the two police officers, that she indicated,
standing in front of the mobile home shooting.

I asked- about JOHN’S past history and problems. _
explained that JOHN has had a drinking problem for several years and he is abusive
when he drinks. He separated from his wife, - and said they were abusive
towards each other. JOHN was not currently employed, but works occasionally.
-said the police have been called to her house on a prior occasion because
JOHN had been drinking and was abusive, but he fled prior to the police arriving.

-also drew a diagram of her house indicating where the rooms are
located to help explain what happened. Both maps were kept as evidence. A copy of

each diagram is attached to this report.

Gé%% BUSHMAN

INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: MARCH 18, 2003
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RE: RAMERIZ, JOHN JEFFREY S.A. #03-008

(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING/FATAL/ORANGE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S AND BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT)

INTERVIEW OF:

YORBA LINDA, CA. 92886

BY: RANDY LITWIN, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: YVONNE SHULL, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MARCH 16, 2003, 0338- 0423 Hours

LOCATION: BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT

On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview of -
-n reference to the officer involved shooting involving a Deputy from the Orange
County Sheriff’s Department on March 15, 2003. The following is a summary of the
interview.

_lives in a 1989 Allegro motor home with her boyfriend, JOHN

RAMERIZ junior. _purchased the motor home approximately three months ago.

The motor home has been parked in the driveway of JOHN’s father’s house [

-or approximately three weeks.

JOHN is currently separated from his wife and has been living with -for



approximately two years._ met JOHN while she was living at the Vineyard
Apartments, in the City of Anaheim.
Approximately one week ago, _told JOHN she was going to get back
together with her husband. JOHN accepted the news, but he would occasionally tell
_hat the relationship with her husband was not going to work, and he was going to
marry her.
On March 15, 2003, earlier in the day, JOHN had aske-to loan him some
money. -told JOHN she did not have money to give him, however she was going

to loan him money as long as his mother ||| ~oud pay her back.

Sometime in the aﬁemoon-nd JOHN went to the bank and were on the
way to Sears to pick up_vehicle (Red Chrysler Lebaron). JOHN was playing the
radio in his vehicle extremely loud and seemed very agitated. After picking up || | Gz
vehicle from Sears, JOHN and _decided to go out to dinner and watch a movie.
_parked her vehicle at the Spectrum Club, in the City of Fullerton, and left the
location with JOHN in his vehicle (White Mercedes).

At approximately 1500 hours, JOHN and [ lad dinner at “The Block” in the
City of Orange. JOHN drank several alcoholic beverages. During dinner, JOHN left and
returned several times. [ INIIIBBMM did not know where JOHN kept going.

After dinner,-nd JOHN went to the movies. During the movie, JOHN left
the theatre for approximately half of the movie. JOHN eventually returned to the theatre and

kept trying to talk with | NG -m'ed to keep JOHN quiet and he told her he

just got into an argument with someone in the bar.



At approximately 2030 hours, the movie ended andnd JOHN left the
theatre. JOHN told | 10st a twenty-five dollar cigar and he went back inside the
theatre to look for the cigar.

At approximately 2100 hours, JOHN had not returmed, so_took the bus to
the Spectrum Club where her vehicle was parked_went inside the location and
took a shower.

At approximately 2155 hours-xited the Spectrum Club and saw JOHN’s

vehicle parked next to her vehicle, but did not see JOHN in the vehicle.-rove to

JOHN’s fathers house, at _in the City of Yorba Linda.
-parked her vehicle in the cul-de-sac of the street and -then went

inside her motor home, which was parked in the driveway of the location.

Sometime around 2300 hours, JOHN entered the motor home. He was angry and began
cursing at-_said JOHN was “talking crazy.” || v 2s lying
on the bed holding a flashlight when JOHN retrieved an unloaded pellet gun from the motor
home. JOHN pointed the gun at_and pulled the trigger, shooting air out of the
gun. JOHN pushed the gun against ||| led, tace, arms, and vagina||||| | | N
kept telling JOHN to stop because he was hurting her. JOHN responded by saying “ you’re
going to be sorry and hurting a lot more.”

JOHN grabbed [ llaround the neck with his arm and started to choke her.

-ould not breathe, so she began to hit JOHN with a flashlight in order to get away
from him. -ot away from JOHN and jumped to the front of the motor home.

JOHN grabbed _ by her feet and start choking her again. -it JOHN



with the flashlight several more times, causing JOHN to let go of her. [ JJJerabbed the
door to the motor home and JOHN pushed her outside._ fell on the ground and
JOHN kicked her. -started screaming, “help me, somebody please help me, he is
going to kill me.”
I heard JOHN's fathe_ yell, “JOHN stop that, stop
it right now.” JOHN’s father and mother — exited the residence.
- took - into the house and _tried to calm JOHN down.
-went in the bathroom and asked- for some ice to put on her head.
-hen went to get-a change of clothes. During this time-ould

hear an altercation outside between JOHN and -
_ exited the bathroom and saw that JOHN was outside pushing in on the
front door, while || if s inside pushing the door closed to keep him from entering.

JOHN forced his way into the residence and ran to the rear of the house screaming.

-heard JOHN breaking things in the house.

-eard-scream and saw her bent over at the waist in the hallway of

the house. _thought JOHN had hit- but could not see clearly because she
was not wearing her glasses. _told -he was going to call the police because
she was extremely scared and did not want to die.Jdiated 911 and called for help.
The dispatcher told_not to leave the phone. JOHN then ripped the telephone out
of the wall.

I - JOHN tell his father, “Let them come here, let them kill me, I don’t

care what they do.” BB o< ic vcd that JOHN was in such pain, “he wanted to be taken



out of his misery.”

-ran out of the residence and got on the ground in the front garden area,
adjacent to the driveway on the west side of the house. | Bl heard JOHN yelling,
“where is she.”

The police then arrived and ||| lbelieved she saw JOHN on the ground and his
father holding him. The police were standing in the driveway and told-o come to
them. | 21ked to the police and sat on the curb of the street. While_
was sitting on the curb, she heard three to four “pop” sounds. The police moved ||| Gczc
to an ambulance that was parked down the street.

_did not witness the shooting and was unaware JOHN was shot.

According to_ when JOHN drinks he becomes violent and has beaten her
several times in the past. Approximately two weeks ago, [INNIIIEMlM 2nd JOHN attended a
retirement function for her work and JOHN slammed her head into a wall._id not
report the incident to the police.

I observed that ||l h2d red marks on her neck and her eyes were swollen.

Attached to this report is a diagram of the incident location that was drawn by
Investigator BRUCE NUCKOLLS. The diagram was used as a reference in this interview.

The audio tape will be placed into evidence in the Orange County District Attorney’s

Ofﬁce tape ﬁlz

RANDY LITWIN
INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: MARCH 17, 2003
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RE: RAMERIZ JOHN JEFFERY S.A. #03-008
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING / FATAL / ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S AND BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT)

INTERVIEW OF:

BREA, CALIFORNIA 92821

BY: BRUCE NUCKOLLS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

PRESENT: KEN HOFFMAN, DETECTIVE
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MARCH 16, 2003 0625 — 0700 HOURS

LocaTioN: I

BREA, CALIFONIA 92821

On the above date and time, Orange County Sheriff Investigator KEN HOFFMAN and

I contacted—at her home to give the death notification of her husband

JOHN RAMERIZ Junior. Iconducted an audio taped interview o_n

reference to the officer involved shooting involving police officers from the city of Brea Police
Department and Orange County Sheriff’s Department. The following is a summary of the
interview.

-had been married to RAMERIZ for approximately eighteen years and has

two children with him_n_ After a couple of

years of marriage, RAMERIZ was unable to keep a job. Approximately two years ago,
_and RAMERIZ separated. -moved into her mother’s home located at
the above address. JOHN and_noved in with their grandparents,



_ Since then, RAMERIZ has been living with another woman,
later identified asjj | |} I 2t 2n unknown address in Yorba Linda.

Both |l and RAMERIZ had financial difficulties because RAMERIZ could
not hold a steady job. [0 ld RAMERIZ if he didn’t get a normal job and become
financially responsible by September 2003, she would divorce him.

After approximately 13 years of marriage, RAMERIZ started to abuse alcohol and

became verbally abusive toward_ -was unable to withstand the verbal

abuse over the years, which lead to a situation where she was the aggressor in a physical

altercation with RAMERIZ in a domestic violence incident. _

responded to their home and took a police report regarding the situation. RAMERIZ refused
to press charges againstjjj|| | | |

-last spoke to RAMERIZ on Thrusday March 13, 2003 at approximately
1600 hours. RAMERIZ went to Albertsons, _p]ace of work, located at 21500
Yorba Linda Boulevard in the city of Yorba Linda, and they discussed going to a concert
together on Monday March 17, 2003. RAMERIZ wanted to stay the night witl-n
a motel on Sunday night March 16, 2003, bu_refused. RAMERIZ became angry
and told ||l he was in trouble M <licved RAMERIZ was referring to the
white BMW they owned together. RAMERIZ damaged the vehicle in an accident
approximately one year ago. RAMERIZ let his car insurance expire so he added his car to his

father’s insurance without notifying his father, _ RAMERIZ received

money from the insurance company for his damaged vehicle, but was asked to return the

money when they found out he was not ||| | | } ) NN I The accident occurred



approximately one year ago.

On Thursday at approximately 1730, RAMERIZ returned to Albertsons and contacted
_. RAMERIZ returned a CD, gave-a kiss and told her he had to talk to
her because he was in trouble. _assumed the trouble was the incident with the
insurance money. RAMERIZ became verbally abusive toward_when she told him
she could not talk because she was at work. RAMERIZ left the store.

- spoke to her sons on Friday night and they told her RAMERIZ would be
calling Saturday moming to get the concert tickets.

Approximately three weeks ago in the middle of the night, RAMERIZ called
- from a hotel in Yorba Linda and asked her to come and pick him up because
_was hitting and beating him.- suggested RAMERIZ call a taxi and go
to his parent’s house_said she wasn’t going to pick him up in the middle of the
night.

A few months ago, RAMERIZ told -over the phone he was depressed, hada
gun and didn’t want to live anymore.

During the interview_ asked for details regarding how her husband was
killed. HOFFMAN and I explained to- that we were conducting an ongoing
investigation and were unable to give her details of his death. _spontaneously
stated, “I’'m sorry, I feel that my husband probably just pulled a gun out and purposely wanted
somebody to shoot him.”_said she bases her opinion on years of RAMERIZ being
dramatic and irresponsible and wanting a way out.

The audio tape will be placed into evidence in the audio tape file at the Orange County



District Attorney’s Office.

21
BRUCE ﬁéCKOLLS

INVESTIGATOR

DATE OF REPORT: APRIL 28, 2003
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RE: RAMERIZ, JOHN JEFFERY S.A. #03-008
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING / FATAL / ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF’S AND BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT)

M, CALIFORNIA 92886

BY: GARY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

PRESENT: ANDRE K. SPENCER, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MARCH 16,2003  0235-0245 HOURS

LOCATION:
YORBA LINDA, CALIFORNIA 92886

On March 16, 2003 at approximately 0235 hours, I conducted an audio cassette-

recorded interview with_I spoke with him at his home located at
_ Yorba Linda California. Investigator ANDRE K.

SPENCER of the Orange County Sheriff’s Department was present during the interview.
The following is a synopsis of our interview.
On O3-15-03_heard a loud bang noise outside his home. He looked

outside through the front door window, in a north direction, and saw JOHN RAMERIZ

(Junior) and_across the street in front of the residence at-

again looked outside through the window and saw two police cars arrive to the front of

— Two officers immediately exited their cars and began to

yell at RAMERIZ (Junior). _could not understand what the officers were

saying.



_saw that both officers had their guns pointed at RAMERIZ (Junior),

while_was holding RAMERIZ (Junior) around his waist area. At this

time, they were outside in the area of the front door.

_ yelled “no, no”, as he was holding onto RAMERIZ (Junior).
One of the police officers ran back to his car and retrieved a shotgun from the trunk while
the other officer stood there yelling at RAMERIZ (Junior).- said that he still
could not understand the words the officer was yelling.

Approximately 30 seconds later, the officer returned with a shotgun, and
RAMERIZ (Junior) broke free from_ grasp. RAMERIZ (Junior)
then walked quickly toward both officers and they both fired their weapons at him.

According to_ he saw RAMERIZ (Junior) with something in his
hands as he walked toward the officers, however he did not know what it was or which
hand he was holding it in.

The officer facing in a northerly direction, who was standing in front of
RAMERIZ (Junior), fired a handgun, and the second officer, facing RAMERIZ (Junior)
in a westerly direction, fired a shotgun. RAMERIZ (Junior) then fell to the ground.

_heard a total of five gunshots and did not know how many gunshots

each officer ﬁred._:vatched as other police cars arrive.

The original audio tape recording will be placed in the Orange County District

Attorney’s Office tape file. ;

GARY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: APRIL 8™ 2003
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RE: RAMERIZ, JOHN JEFFERY S.A. #03-008
(OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING / FATAL / ORANGE
COUNTY SHERIFF'S AND BREA POLICE DEPARTMENT)

M, CALIFORNIA 92886

BY: GARY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

INTERVIEW OF:

PRESENT: ANDRE K. SPENCER, INVESTIGATOR
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DATE AND TIME: MARCH 16,2003  0225-0234 HOURS

LOCATION:
YORBA LINDA, CALIFORNIA 92886

On March 16, 2003 at approximately 0225 hours, I conducted an audio cassette-

recorded interview with ||| | | S EEEEEE | spoke with her at her home located at

_ Yorba Linda California. Investigator ANDRE K.

SPENCER of the Orange County Sheriff’s Department was present during the interview.
The following is a synopsis of our conversation.

On March 15, 2003, [l w25 vsing her computer in her home when she

heard a loud car door slam outside her home. INEMllllliid not know what time it was.

After hearing the noises,-looked outside through her north-facing window,

toward the home across the street at ||| GGG s:c sav 108N
RAMERIZ (Junior) and _walking up to and into the front door
of their home. RAMERIZ (Junior) | NN -~ [N -«

and entered their home several times.



Moments later, RAMERIZ (Junior) ran to the front door, went inside and closed

the door behind him. _ and _began walking toward

the front door. ||l card police sirens and saw two police vehicles arrive to the
front of || As thc police arived, - B
RAMERIZ (Junior) exit the front door with something in his hands. ||| | | j  did not
know what the object was nor did she remember which hand RAMERIZ (Junior) had the
object in.

Two police officers exited their cars and began to yell at RAMERIZ (Junior) for
approximately 45 seconds. _could not understand the words being said by the
police officers. The police officers had their guns in their hands, pointing them at

RAMERIZ (Junior) as they were yelling at him._ attempted to restrain

RAMERIZ (Junior) by holding his arms around his body. RAMERIZ (Junior) appeared
to be struggling in an attempt to break free from|| NG
_ walked away from the window and began walking down her

hallway, away from the window. She heard four to five “popping noises” which she

believes were gunshots. After hearing the gunshots,_ husband,-
- told her that the police just shot RAMERIZ (Junior)._ did not
see anything further. I concluded my interview wit_at approximately 0234

hours.
The audio cassette-recorded tape will be stored in the Orange County District

Attorney’s tape file.

GARY HENDRICKS, INVESTIGATOR
DATE OF REPORT: APRIL 4™ 2003
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