Suspect wielding
knife killed after
rushing at officer

POLICE: The man ini-
tially tried to run
away from the plain-
clothes oficer while
being cited for tres-
passing in Stanton.

By ALDRIN BROWN'
The Orange County Register

STANTON — A man being
cited for trespassing on rail-

-road tracks was shot and killed -

by a sheriff’s deputy Monday
after charging at the officer
with a large knife, department
officials said.

Moments before the shoot-
ing, a plainclothes ‘sheriff’s
deputy assigned to the Orange
County Transit Authority’s
railroad police force was in-
terviewing the suspect near
train tracks south of Cerritos
Avenue about a block west of
Beach Boulevard.

The suspect brandished a
large hunting knife, then tried
to run away, jumping over a

nearby block wall and into a-

complex of townhomes  with
the officer in pursuit, investi-
gators said.

At some point, the
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man stopped running and
charged at the deputy with a
knife, prompting the officer to
fire, investigators said.

“Why the suspect would pull
a knife during a situation like
that is unknown,” sheriff's
spokesman Jim Amormino .
said, :

The man, whose name was
not released pending notifica-
tion of his family, was taken to
West Anaheim Medical Center

‘where he was pronounced dead

following the 12:10 p.m. shoot-
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The deputy, described as a
12-year veteran of the sheriff’s
department, also was not iden-

‘tified. The officer suffered mi-

nor cuts and scratches to his
right arm, but sheriff’s. offi-
cials did not disclose how tlie
injuries occurred.

Rose Juarez, S1, was in the
back patio of her: townhome
when she heard the sound of
people running, then heard the
deputy yelling.

“The officer told him to stop .
and put his hands up,” said Jua-
rez, who did not actually see
ﬂllxe shooting. “I heard three
shots.” ‘

» abrown@notes.freedom.com

armed~ » Call: (714)796-6741
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Deputy Kills
Man Wielding
Hunting Knife
m Gunfire erupts after
attempt to cite the victim

for trespassing on railroad
tracks in Stanton.

By ANA BEATRIZ CHOLO

and JACK LEONARD

SPECIJAL TOTHE TIMES  /(~0©
An undercover Orange County

sheriff's deputy fatally shot a man

who lunged at him with a large

hunting knife Monday during a

brief chase through a Stanton
)Eusing development, authorities
)|

Che gunfire erupted about 12:10
p.m., moments after the deputy,
dressed in street clothes, tried to
cite the unidentified man for tres-
passing on a stretch of railroad
tracks behind Sandalwood Way,
sheriff’s spokesman Jim Amormino
said.

When the deputy identified him-
self, the man spun around, bran-
dished a knife, then took off, Amor-
mino said. The deputy followed,
scrambling over a block wall and
into the nearby housing area,
where-the final confrontation took
place.

longshoreman, was watching tele-
vision in his townhouse when he
heard shots just yards away.

“I heard a pow, pow, pow,” Gon-
zales said. “I ran to the door, and
there was an undercover cop with a
goatee yelling, ‘Put it down! Put it

po

Gonzales peeked out and saw a
bleeding man lying on the side-
walk. Next to him lay a red base-
ball cap and a brown hunting knife
with a 6- to 8-inch blade.
™ Next door to Gonzales, Cathy

hite was preparing to take her 8-
vear-old son and his friends swim-

Ray Gonzales, a Long Beach !

Laurie Crutchfield of the Orange County Sheriff's
Department places evidence markers Monday at

ming when the gunfire sounded.
She called to her son to lock the
door.

The dead man, who was in his
mid-20s, was shot in the chest. He
was pronounced dead at West Ana-
heim Medical Center. The deputy,
who is assigned to the Orange
County Transportation Authority,
suffered minor scrapes to his arm,
possibly from jumping over the
wall, Amormino said.

Officials declined Monday to re-

lease the name of either the dead
man or the deputy.

Hours after the encounter, chil-
dren splashed in the development's
swimming pool. Residents walked
their dogs. Neighbors chatted un-
der eucalyptus trees, swapping de-
tails about the shooting.

The summer scene offered a
powerful contrast to the violence
that residents said often strikes be-
yond the development's concrete
walls.

MARK BOSTER / Los Angeles Times

the scene of a shooting in Stanton. The clothing
and hat belonged to the man killed by a deputy.

“It’s kind of like a little oasis in a
city with a bad reputation,” said
White, who has lived in the com-
plex for 18 years. "“Losing people's
heads over this doesn’t pay. We're
not packing our bags.”

Behind the complex, however,
the railroad has become a magnet
for vagrants and drug users, said
Amormino. The sheriff's deputy
was patrolling the tracks Monday
afternoon in an effort to keep the
area free of trespassers, he said.
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Man slain by deputy
had felony record =~

SHOOTING: The Ana-
heim man had gotten
out of prison six
weeks ago. His father
questions the official
account of the slaying.

By RACHANEE SRISAVASDI
The Orange County Register

A man who was shot and .
killed by a sheriff's deputy !

Monday has had three felony
convictions and was released
from San Quentin State Prison
six weeks ago.

Wayne Eamello, 29, of Ana-
heim, had been convicted in
September of arson and had
served 180 days in prison, court
records show. He also has been
convicted of assault and bat-
tery, burglary, robbery, pos-
session of a deadly weapon and
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

On Monday, plainclothes
sheriff’s Deputy Guy Pepe shot
Eamello after police say Ea-
mello charged at the deputy
with a knife near the train
tracks south of Cerritos Ave-
nue and Beach Boulevard.

Eamello fled from Pepe as
he was being cited for tres-
passing on the tracks. The dep-
uty pursued him, and suddenly
Eamello stopped running and
charged at the deputy. That is
when the deputy fired, officials
say.

Eamello later was pro-
nounced dead at West Anaheim
Medical Center.

On Tuesday, his father, Tom
Eamello, 30, also of Anaheim,
said he didn’t believe his son

SARAH ORR/The Orange County Register :

A FATHER'’S PAIN: ‘My son was shot for nothing, and | want to
know why he was killed,’ says Tom Eamello, holding a picture of
his son, Wayne, 29, who was shot and killed Monday night by a
deputy who says Eamello threatened him with a knife.

pointed a knife at the deputy.

“My son was shot for noth-
ing, and I want to know why he
was killed,” said the father,
who works as a supervisor at a
post office in Buena Park.

Eamello, who lived with his
parents, usually walks along
the railroad tracks to get
places because he doesn’t have
a car, Tom Eamello said.

Eamello was walking toward
businesses on Beach Boule-
vard to apply for a job Monday,
his father said. He was doing
construction work but wanted
steadier employment.

Tom Eamello walked the
tracks himself Tuesday to see
where his son was shot.

“I can’t believe this. ... For
that officer to kill my son, it is

absurd,” he said. ;

Jim Armormino, spokesman
for the Sheriff’s Department,
said Pepe - a 12-year veteran of
the department - acted appro-
priately in a life-and-death sit-
uation.

“The deputy had the right to
protect himself,” he said of the
shooting.

The Sheriff’s Department is
conducting an administrative
review of the incident. The Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office also is
investigating.

News researcher Gene Balk contrib-
uted to this report.

» rsrisavasdi@notes.freedom.com
» Call: (714) 796-7829



Father Questions

Deputy’s Version
of Son’s Killing

S-16-00

m Family says Wayne
Eamello had done time but
never hurt anyone.
Officials say he pulled a
knife before being shot.

By ANA BEATRIZ CHOLO
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

. The 29-year-old man shot and

led by an Orange County sher-
1ff's deputy this week was no angel,
his family said Tuesday, but that
was not justification for his death,
they said as they struggled to make
sense of their loss.

* “They shot him down for no rea-
son,” Tom Eamello said Tuesday of
‘his son, Wayne T. Eamello. "My
son has never, ever hurt anybody
in his life, never hit anybody, never
hurt anybody, and all of a sudden
they put four shots in his body."

Officials said the younger Ea-
mello had been convicted of arson,
possession of a disguised firearm
and several misdemeanors, and had
been out of jail for six weeks and
living with his family in Anaheim.

Sheriff's officials said a deputy
shot in self-defense after Eamello
lunged at him with a hunting knife.

The confrontation began shortly
after noon Monday when Deputy

Guy Pepe, a 13-year department

employee assigned to the Orange

County Transportation Authority,

tried to cite Eamello for trespassing

on the tracks and was threatened
with a knife, sheriff's spokesman
Jim Amormino said.

“It's a minor, minor citation,”
Amormino said. “When you make
contact with a suspect in the field
and they pull a knife on you, num-
ber one, that's against the law.”

Eamello turned and ran over a
block wall and into a housing devel-
opment, Amormino said. There, af-
ter an exchange of words, Pepe shot
Eamello several times in the chest.

Eamello was pronounced dead at

West Anaheim Medical Center.
An Orange County district attor-

ney's task force that specializes in-

officer-involved shootings is inves-
tigating the incident.

But Eamello’s father and other
relatives have many questions and
few answers about the incident,
which they said happened shortly
after the young man left home on
foot to look for a job.

A grieving Tom Eamello remem-
bered his son as a good man trying
to straighten out his life.

Tom Eamello, a manager in
Buena Park for the U.S. Postal
Service, said he has not been given
a clear explanation of the shooting.

“Why did he have to die?” he
asked. “Why didn’t they shoot him
in the leg? I will never rest until I
find out what really happened. I
know my son. For him to take a
knife out and go against a cop,
that's absurd. I just think this cop
acted irrationally, and I want him
to answer to that.”

Tom Eamello,
with daughter
Mandy, says his
son wouldn’t
have pulled a
knife on a deputy.
Wayne T.
Eamello, 29, left,
had been out of
jail for six weeks.
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