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On the above date and time, I conducted an audio taped interview of Orange County

Sheriff’s Deputy CATHY IRONS in reference to an officer involved shooting involving

Orange County Sheriff’s Deputy GUY PEPE. IRONS was one of the first deputies to arrive

at the incident scene on August 14, 2000. IRONS gave a free and voluntary statement. The

following is a summary of the interview.

IRONS has been a deputy for over ten years. She spent her first six years working in

the jail system. IRONS has been working uniformed patrol out of the North Operations

Division for the last four and a half years. IRONS works Monday through Friday, 1445 to

2315 hours. On August 14, 2000, IRONS was working an overtime shift from 0715 to 1445
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hours. IRONS worked alone and drove patrol unit #2497, which was equipped with a video
tape recorder.

Shortly before the incident, IRONS was driving in the area of Dale Street and
Orangewood Avenue. [RONS heard over Orange County’s law enforcement emergency radio
frequency “red channel,” an immediate request for assistance from PEPE, who was in foot
pursuit. [RONS described PEPE’S voice as sounding excited. PEPE was yelling and IRONS
believed PEPE was moving as he spoke into his radio.

PEPE identified himself using his radio call sign, “Transit 5.” IRONS recognized
PEPE’S radio call sign as belonging to one of the plain-clothes deputies assigned to work the
Orange County Transit Authority detail. PEPE was in the area of Western Avenue and
Cerritos Avenue on the railroad tracks. IRONS drove directly to this area.

IRONS drove approximately one half mile to Beach Boulevard and Orangewood
Avenue, when she heard PEPE broadcast an emergency law enforcement radio code “998,”
which indicated PEPE had been involved in a shooting. PEPE requested paramedics and he
advised the suspect was down. IRONS believed less than one minute elapsed between the
time PEPE initially requested assistance and his advisement he had been involved in a
shooting.

IRONS arrived in the' area travelling westbound Cerritos Avenue from Beach
Boulevard. IRONS located PEPE in a condominium complex at _
PEPE was dressed in plain clothes at the time of this incident, however IRONS immediately
recognized PEPE. IRONS had worked with PEPE for approximately four and a half years out

of the North Operations Division.



When IRONS exited her police unit, she saw Orange County Sheriff’s Deputy
DONNA STUBBS, climbing over a block wall into the condominium complex from the
railroad tracks. Both IRONS and STUBBS converged on PEPE, who was pointing his gun
at a male subject, later identified as WAYNE TOM EAMELLO, lying on his back on a
sidewalk. EAMELLO’S head was pointed in a direction towards the complex with his feet
pointed towards the block wall. Both of EAMELLO’S arms were extended above his head
as he lay on the sidewalk. IRONS saw the handle of a large knife gripped inside
EAMELLO’S right hand with an approximate six to eight inch blade extending from the
handle. IRONS did not recall from what part of the hand the knife blade extended, either the
heel or web of the hand.

When IRONS reached PEPE’S side, she asked him if he was all right. PEPE hesitated
momentarily and acknowledged he was fine. PEPE had fired in a northerly direction, towards
the interior of the complex. PEPE appeared to be slightly shaken up, possibly due to an
adrenaline rush caused by the stress of the situation.

PEPE asked IRONS to put up crime scene tape to secure the immediate area. IRONS
had no further conversation with PEPE.

The audio interview tape will be placed into evidence in the Orange County District

Attorney’s Office tape file.
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